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THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.,

AUGMENTATION IN TRE
WEST.

The attention of the realers of the
Maritine Presbyteran has more than
ouce been twrned to the Bcheme of the
QGencral Asserubly for aiding weak con-
Tgn_tions im the support olzeir pastors.

$ different times she orying need for
vigorous and sustained exertion has been
pointed out, the magnitude of the effort
%0 be made indicated, aud the regulations
adopted by the Assembly for the admin-
istration of the Augmentation Fund stat-
ed and explained.

1t hasbeen shownthattwo-thirds of the

toral charges in tha Waritime Prov-
mces at present fall below the Asserpbly’s
Minimum,and that in order to reach the
point aimed as, the congregations within
the bounds of Synod wounld ree’ to com-
tribute about $12,000 for supplementing
purposes, or in other words about three
times as much as they have been accus-
omed to give for that object

It is quite possible that some of our

people nay have assuined that this is an |

effort altogether beyond the power of our
cburch, and that its very magnitude may
have been looked upon by many as & very
serious discouragement. It may noi be
amiss therefore to lay before the readers
of the Presbyterian some facts with ref-
arence to what has been accomplished yb
our brethren in thc Western section of
the church during the past year.

The situation then at the commence-
ment of the past year may be indicated
ina few words. In October Iast there
were in the Weatern Section of the
church, two hundred and twensy-three
(223) congregations having settled pas-
tors; besides thirty-thres (33) vacans
charges in all two hundred and fifty-
six (556) congregations, giving less than
the propored minimum. It was estimat-
od tEat $35,000 ,.er annum would be re-
quired to bring up the 223 charges refer-
red to above te the required poins.  Of
this amount $6080 was expected in the
form of increased contributions to atipend
from these charges themsaelves, while the
remaining $29, was looked for from
self-sustaining  eongregations and from
Wid contributions by individuals.

ece expectations have been more than
realized.  Of the 223 congregations re-
ported last October as giving less than
the proposed minimun:,‘nearly78 are now
solf sustaining, at, or very near the rate
of $750.00 and & manse, and the returns
of these 73 congregations showed an in-

eveans of $4,915 per annum in the atipeud

promised from their own resources alono,
or an average of upwards of $60 frem
each.

Further, the remaining 145 congrega-
tions which have received aid for the
past year have increased their contribu-
tions te stipend by £3,665 per annum or
an average of $26, thus tg{regating a
total increase from the weaker charges
themselves of $8480, or in other words
$2480 more than the Committee had
estimated. .

Besides this the congregational amd
individual comtributions for augmenta-
tion, amouuted to $21,505.64. There
was drawn also from the H. M. Com-
mittee Raceipss, the sum of $12,652.67,
being an amount about $2000 lvss then
that which was draww from the same
souroce for lnsplementing urposes dur-
ing the preceding year, making a total of
$34,158.31 available from the general
contributions of the church.

The expenditure was for half year ead-
ing Oct. Ist, 1883 at

Old rates 7,020.50
for balf year ending Maich 31st
884, at
New rates 13,857.95
for expcnses 1,956.88
$22,835.33

leaving a working balance of §$11322.98
which with certain legacies amounting to
$7000 has furnished &e committee with
a reserve fund of $17,000 and a balance
to the credit of the ordinary fund
of §1, 322, 98. This is certainly a
most cheering -esult of their effort,
and though it is felt that the per.
manent success of the movement can
scarcely be regarded as assured, till a
few years experience has tested the will-
ir gness of tho:’;ﬁeople to maintain this
degree of liberality, there is no question
that so far the most sanguite expecta-
tions have been more than realized. As
matters stand, the s®Rention of the whole
church will be very strongly directed,
during the current year, to the gross
of the same movement in the tern
Section and if at mext general Assembly
the Supplementing Committee should be
able to renort an equal measure of success
in the Maritime Provinces the issues in
every way would be of the bappiest kind.
What is needed to enable them to do so,
and sustained
E A M.

is determined, energetic,
effors all along the line.

The Middle Musquodoboit and Elms-
dale congregations are now taking steps
toward the erection of Manses.




