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of faith. There is felt want, esrnest de-
sire for reliof, directness of aim. and perfect
assurance that Christ is abls snd willing to
relieve. Lverythwng dejends on persistence.
So it does with you m the salvation of your
soul.  You may have beer thoughtful a
thousand times before, and talked about be
ceming o Christian, and perhaps ** ross for
prayer,” or went to an inquwy meeting ; yet
you retieated, and thus 1obbed youisclf of
the “One thing needful ” Louk at that
mightless beggar, with the heartless crowd
trying to keep bim from the priceless bless-
vg, and sce in it a picture of just what you
have to encounter.

Balvation is net *¢ just the casiest thing in
the world,” as scne rhallow cxhorters atlirm,
You may have cpposition from the circle
you associate with. A sncer or a stare may
bave some tertors for you ; fear of ridicule
has ruised milliins.  You have bad habits
to overcome, perhips not leastly habits,
like the bottle, or profanity, or unclean
proctices, but the habit of doing what you
}il.'c, whether it pleases Christ or not. You
have temptations to encounter. Very likely
a swarm of doubls—in this age when doubts
breed like locusts—may be blocking your
way. Thereis the crowd between you and
Christ ! He is calling you, waiting for you,
with eternal lite in his outstretched hand.
Will you push through the crowd, ard pug
your smful soul into that hand of the Son of
God, or not? Your cternity depends on
)’"lll‘ y(‘\‘ or no.

What & wordeiful day that was in the
hist.ay of Je.icho’« blind beggar! In the
morning he had been sitting in midnight
datkness,  fiopeless and - forlurn.  Jesus
comes thait way. Now is his chance, his
ouly chance. The iunfinite Love is there
1eady to pour Hims:Af into that ‘poor inasig
nificant creature’s soul, just as the rising
tide of the vcean poars itsedf into a little
crecke o tiny ivlet by the seaside. Barti-
meus receives the gracious flood, and it
flonds his eyes with a buist of sunlight, and
floods his soul with the gift of eternal life.
The happy man “lonks up” and sees the
glorious Christ, and all the glorious sky
that overhangs him.  lle does not run home
to tell wife or children-—even if he had any
to tell it to. He follows Jesusin the high-
way, shouting praises to his Deliverer, and
weuving his little tuft of laurel on the bless-
ed brow soon to be pierced with thorns.

My friend ! this new year may bring to
you just the same infinite and indescribable
joy iif you will onty push through the crowd
ol esus. : :

HOW TO PRAY,

An article, found among the unpublished
papers of the late Dr. J. A. Alexander, on
¢ Circumlocution in Prayer,” closes with
the following “‘practical suggestions to
young men who are forming their habits”
in respect to prayer. They are equally ap-
plicable to all who pray in public :

1. Let you prayer he composed of thanks-
giving, praise, confession, and petition,
without an argument or exhortation ad.
dressed to those who aure supposed to be
praying with you.

2 Adopt no fixed forms of expression, ex-
cept such us you obtain from the Scriptures.

3 Express your desires in the lricfest,
simplest form, witheut circumlocution,

4. Avoid the use of compuund terms in
the place of impertect teuse.

5 Hallow god's name by avoiding its
unnecessary repetition.

6. Adopt the single devotivnal phrase of
Scripture, but avuid the free use of its
figures, and all quaint and donbtful appli.
cation of its terms to foreign subjects.

7. Pray to God, and not to man.

TWO KINDS OF CHRISTIANS.

The facetious Sydney Smith had two yoke
of oxen on hislittle farm in Yorkshire, to
which he gave the name of “Tuy” and
“Lug,” “‘Haul” and “Crawl.” These would
be appropiate names for a large class of
church members who put no heart into their
Christian work. It is mere tug and tuil and
task to tham. They gt uo spiritual satis.
faction, and their lubors yield no results.

There is but une way to become athurough
happy and cllective Christian.  Whether
you are a pastor, with large flock and salary,
or small ; whether,you are 2 Sabbath-school
teacher, ar a philanthropist pushing an up-
Lill reform, or a parent guarding and guid-
ing the home flock, you will get no good and
do no good uuless you serve Christ heartily.
Dr. Cuyler.

GOOD NATURE.

Itis atal to obtain the reputation of be-
ing an extremely good-natured person, and
often mere easy good nature leads a person
into error, from indiscriminately or weakly
yielding to requests without having only
considered if it is just to ourselves and to
others to grant them. A sense of the due
proportion of things is difficult to acquire,
but is most important. The truly kind
person must be prepared on occasion to say
“No,” and to say it decidedly; but there
are kind of ways of declining to accéde to
requests we ought not to grant.



