THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Winnipeg, Saturday, July 9.

Business with the wholesale houses
hias been rather quieter this week.
Next woek business will be brisk, as
n lange number of country merchants
wlil bo in to attand the summer fair
Buillding work is golug on actlvely
and buildingz material i8 in good de-
mand. A striko is threatened of ear-
penters, who are demanding an in-
crease in wages. The weather has
continuexl favorable for the crops.
which have made excellent progress
sinco the recent rains. The prospect
{s for u fairly carly harvest and a
good average crop. Comyse grains
promito wmuch better than last year.
Some districts where the drouth was
most severely felt, have not fully re-
covered, but the average condition is
good. Hallewas roported at Mani-
tot, southern Manitoba, this week,
doing rome damage. The marked im-
provement in the demand for Mani-
toba farm lands is still apparent.
Canadian Pacific railway land sales
aro more than treble that of last
year, n vecent report showing sales
of 104,308 acres, compared with §3,~
420 acres for the same period of last
year, and sales last year were in ex-
coss o previous years, Bank clear-
ings at Winnipeg this week were $1,-
609,839, compared with §1,377,304
last year and $1,146,88% two years
2go.

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Winnipeg, Saturday, JTuly 9

BINDER TWIXE.

Prices here are again quoted high-
er, though quotations are nominal, ns
there is no buying at present. When
present stocks In thie hands of rotail-
ors are exhausted, however, the ad-
vance will hate to be paid. Prices here
now are quotexd nt 12 1-2c for sisal, 13
1-2c¢ for Manila, and 1.t.1-2¢ {or puro
Manila. There Is also a firmer tend-
ency on twine' in the country. Retaill
dealers are realizing they will have
to pay big prices when their present
stocks are exhausted and comsequent-
1y ‘tliey are holding firmer. It is un-
derstood thiat the Patrons are now
sold out of twine, and this also has
the effect of advancing pricey to con-
sumers. There would appear to be no
goodd reason why retall dealers should
not make good mongy on their twine
bought before the recent advance.
Whyr should they scll out the twine in
small lots for Be to Sc¢ per Ib. less than
they can buy it for in car lots?
The twine is worth its market value
and the dealer should take advantage
of the market and secure the profit.
No one would sell wheat for $75¢ af-
tor it had advanced to §1, and why
sell twine at 8¢ to 10c when 1t is
worth 1ic ta 15c¢.

GROCERIES.

In new canned goods tho strawber-
ries spoken of Jast wook as in traas-
it, have arrived. Low quotations have
beent made un early varleties of new
canned fruits, at the factories cast.
Raspberries have been sold here free-
ky ot 90c per dozen at tho factory,

THE COMMERCIAL

and somo large orders have been
taken for round lots at this price.
Rasphorrles and cherrtes will arrive in
a fow weeks, New strawhorries have
sola gt 15 to 20¢ per, dozen less than
rvound lot prices last year, quotations
runilng as’low as $1.15 par dozen up-
ward as to lnbel.  New puas aro offer-
ing for shipment at 65¢. Owling to
tho lowor prices of domestic frults, it
8 expocted they will have an inereased
sale at the exponso of Califoruin dried
fruits, though the largo demand for
the latter cannot be very greatly cur-
tajled. Apricots, bhoweveor, are Hkoly
tu rule high and tho consumpition will
Lo curtalled. The quality {8 also ex-
pected  to  average poor.  Advlees
trom California this week on apricots
are very firm. Ono report says there
wili not be over a 1-1 crop, and ship-
pers are looking for an 81-2¢ wmar-
kot, equal to 11 3-4c¢ lald down here.
Another California advice says thajs in
& reglon which produced 400 cars last
Year, there will only ba 23 cars this
younr, and tho quality Is poor. Tho
roport concludes with tho statemeut
that thecrop Is almoss a total faljure.
The California crop of prunes, poaches
and plums, however, i8 sald to bo quite
large ana’ reasonable prices are ex-
pected on these lines.  New canned
salmon hag been offered here at $3.50
f.ob coast for talls, $1 for Iatsand
$5.50 per caso for 1-2Ih flats, tho Iat-
ter & dozeu to the case. The pack, how-
over, has not commenced yot and some
brokers are not quoting thetr brands.
New Japan teas are exspected here
shortly, possibly next week. Advices
are that prices are very firm and 10
t0 20 per ceut. higher than last year.
There has been a little stir in  the
sugar market. Some liberal importa-
tions of German sugar have come in.
Samples of Scotch sugar have also
been shown tere, and it Is expected
that under the British preferential
tariff, British suguars will have some
sale in this country. Tt is understood
they are being quoted at prices which
;:’ould admit of thelr sale in this mar-
10
GREEN FRUITS.

The market wag low In several lines
o! frult this week, but Jiheral supplks
will be in at once assales will be large
next wgek, owing to the summer fair.
Strawberries are practically done. A
few were received this week. Ban-
anas have fnleo held rather searce.
Prices are: Oranges: Californin Med-
iterranenn sweets $3.25 to 3.75 a tox
Inte Valencias, $4 to $4.50 box; St.
Michael orapges, $3.75 to £4;
bleod oranges $3.50 to $4 a box: ba-
nauas a bunchy, $2 to £2.50 as to
&ize; Messina lemouns, $4.75 to €5 per
box as to quality; pineapples small,
$2.50 to S3 per dozen; pie plant,
$1 per 100 1bs; estrawberrles, $3.50

per  case of twenbty-fnur quarts;
tomatoes, $1.50 per crate of
four  baskets; Oregoa cherries,
$1.50 per ten pound £ross
box; apricots, $2.00 to £2.25
per box; California peaches, 31.75
per hox; California plums, $2 to

$2.25 tox, hs to quallty and viariety;
watermellons, $5.50 40 $8 peor
dozen; cocanuts, $1 por dozen;
Siclly filberts, large, 11c to 12¢ per
pound; Grenoble walnuts 14c: figs,
elemes 14 1b. boxes $1.50; 20 1b. hoxes
$2.50; 1 Ib. boxes per doz. $1.75; dates
Gc per 1b.Tarragona almonds 12 1-2 to
13¢; peanuts, green, 9¢: peanuts, roast-
ed, 12c: pceans, 14 to 15c: strained
honey, 7 1-2 to 10c per 1 maple sugar
11 to 12¢: syrup per dozen 1-2 gal-
lon tins, $6.50: apple cider 35¢ per gal.
in barrels and half barrels: Egyptian
onlong 3¢ per b,
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HARDWARE. PAINTS, ETC.

Bustuess s fairly active and prices
aresteady in mest ltnes. Cruclblo share
steel has been reduced 1-2¢ to 4 1-2c.
Plaster Is 25c per barrel lower at $8,
and plasterers’ hnir S¢ iower at 85¢
per bale. Other pricey are the eame
a9 last quoted.

LEATIER AND HARNESS..
Business is good and prices are firm,
The recent advances in hides have
not led to changes -in leather yot,
but tho market is firm. A report
from Toronto says stocks of leather
are lght and the market is firm,

LUMBER.

Thore 18 now no further difficulty
about securing logs. The late heavy
rains have left abundance of water
in the streams. Most of the logs are
now-at thoe milly, and tho balance will
easily be flooded to thelr destination.
Tho water, it Is snld, rose six feot on
the Rainy river.

GRATN AND PRODUOE.

WHEAT-During the past week tha
wheat markets of the world have been
quiet and steady, with if anything u
more hopoeful tone as to value. In
the United States markets wheat for
cash and July delivery has improved
atout 2¢ per bushel, although the
more distant futures cloge to-Goy
albout 1c per bushel under this day
week. Receipts at primary points in
the United States are now very small,
and the new wheoat ly slow to move.
Harvest in rome of the wintor wheat
sections has been. delayed by wot
weather, which also himders thresh-
in, f{ine and dry weather heinyg re-
quired to bring the grain into condi-
tion agaln. At several points where
threshing has been done the yield is
digappointing. In part of the spring
wheat section_the crop will be Hghter
than previously expected, owing to
drought. These developments have
been causing some revision of the
ecarlier bigh estimates of aggregate
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