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TEHE COMMERCIAL.

FREIOHT RATES' COMMISSION.

Evidence of tho Winnipeg Board of Tradc.
Mr. Jas. H. Ashdown presented tho case of
the \Winnipeg board of trado hefore the
froight rates commission at tho recont meet.
ing of the commission in Winnipeg. Being
sworn Mr. Ashdown said that ho was chair
mnan of the committee of the board of trade
on froight rates, ond that he was authorized
and instructed by the bonrd to appear and
rive ovidence before the commission. Mr. Ash-
down went on to say that from catly times
tho vicinity of the junction of the Red and
Assiniboine rivers was recogmzel a3 o dis-
tributing centre for goads fer the entirecoun-
try botween hero and the Rocky Mountains
on the west and the boundary to the south.
It was natural therefore that its interests as a
distributing contre had been enlarged aud it
has contintied to hold its position in that res.
pect throughout and we have had the state-
ment of Canadian Pacific Railway oflicials
that 90 por cent of the merchandise comingin-
to the country is distributed from this point,
It was natural with these great interests
that a board of trade should be formed, aud
the board carly took astrong interest in
the question of froight yates. In July, 1882,
tho board memoriaiized the government on
the subject, in view of the opening of the
Canadian Pacific railway, claiming that at
that time the rates were exorbitant. They
also about the same time obtained from Mr,
Van Horne a statement of what the policy of
the railway would be. namely, to ** carry fuel
at cost,” becanse he said the settlers on
these great plaing would require it ; to **carry
settlers” building material at abet cost.”
and, ** to carry out the sottlers' girin at a
mere shade over cost,” adding. **and then,
gentlemen, you may expect to pay o fair fig-
ure oy your merchandise.'” The board was
satisfied with this policy. and had it beon
carried out, thoy believe tho result would
have been extremely beneficial, both to the
company and the country, but this policy has
not been carried out. The question of out-
woing produce having been taken up by other
ies, the board of trade did not intend to
deal with it at length, but would confine
themselves to merchandise comng into this
country, first calling attention to rates
which have been in Jorce in the past,
Tho rates on the hine from the boundary to
Winnipeg on general merchandise per 100 1bs.
which was the first line opened for trathe
into Manitoba.
e Gl 33— e
Ist. 2nd. Srd. dth.
In18st..........-eue 25 2l 18 18
Raised in March 1883, 48 85 209 92
At present they stand 44 37 S 2%
Or an advance of 80 per cent on those first
established 1 1881,
Rates from Port Arthur, sSt, Paul. Duluth
and Minneapolis to Winunipeg, per 100 Ibs.,

in car lots, Always considered common
points.

— Class

1st, 2nd. 81d, 4th. Hth.
October 1883, ..81 853113 91, 70 -—.
May. 1885....... 107 .85 .69. 52 .47
September, 1885, 183 112 .90. .69 .G3
September 1888. 1 16 98 8o, 68 57
May 1890....... 92 79 63. .56 47

The rates in force in 189) still prevaii and
while the settletnent of the country hasin-
creased and the traflic is vastly greater, the
rates since 1885 have been reduced on the
first three classes only, while they have been
increased in the fourth and remain the same
in the fifth class,

Lakeand rail rates—>ontreal, Torontoand
Hamilton to Winnipeg:

1 2 8 4 5

June, 1884....1 30 120 %0 74 .70
raised soon after, and again in 1887, and to-
day they stand at

1 ¢ 8 4 5
st.41f  Ss1.24f3  stod] .88} .78
showing cousiderable advance on gvery class
but the first-class on rates established ten

years ago.
Allril rates via Chicage & Rock Island
road were in 1881: .
1 2 1 B 10
$1,77 8142 S106 .83} .78} .58

while at the samo time all-rail via C, P, R,
were <

1 2 8 4 5 6
$1.92 81,57 S1.26 958 .85% .62}
They have fluctuated somewhat since, but
now they stand: C.P.R. present rate:

L 2 3 4 b 10
2,004 S1.774 SLIv} SLo8} .89 .67
Thus showing an advance over ates that

wero in force on tho Chicago & Rock Island
route prior to the establishment of the C.P.R.
of 82, 85, 81, 24} and 104 on the fist
five classes respectively, and on the rates
first established by the C. P, R. of 17,
20, 14, 188 and 8} respectively, or a
very material increaso in  ecach caso
over 18%4. During 1891 to 1893 the Hth
class rate was lowered by outside boats, going
down as low as 62¢ but was always raised
whon competition ceased. The rates from
the boundary to W innipeg have been increas-
cd «ince the Canadian Pacific Railway took
over the road.  The rates from Port Arthur
have been reduced but little since 1885. ‘The
rates from Montreal and eastern points Jake
and rail, havo been increased, and all ‘rail
rates from these pointshave been very materi-
ally increased.

Mr, Ashdown then took up rates on the
western division of the C.P.R., comparing
them with rates in Minnesota and Dakota,
showing how woe are overcharged even in
comparison with them, though the people
there declare their rates to be unjust, and are
asking the government to interfere.  Tables
were submitted showing 1ates compared,
which indicated an increase of 17} per cent.
in the Canadian tariff, on distances varying
from 50 to GO0 miles, a3 compared with Da-
kota. and 83 per cent. greater than is charged
in Minncasota. The greatest difference
i3 on the long hauls. In compari-
son  with DMinnescta  points, mnging
from 9% miles up to 110 miles,
we pa, an advance of 30 per cent.; on 14
Minnosota points up to a distance of 210
miles the averago charge hero is 80 per cent.
greater.  Taking 8 Eastern Canada points.
ranging from 21 miles up to 100 wo pay
an advance of 49 per cent. On 7 points
between 100 and 210 miles, we pay anadvance
of 55 per cent. On 8 points between 800 and
821 miles woray an advance of 663 per cent, on
tho first five classes of merchandise. In
comparing Fot William to Winnipeg with
Chicagoto Stratford,we pay an advance of 120
per cent. on  first-class, U8 per cent.
on d4th class and 170  per cont.
on 3th class, Comparing Fort William to
Winnipeg with Chicago to St. Paul, we pay
53 per cent. advance on 1st, to 185 per cent.
advance on Sth class. Goods are brought
from Now York to Owen Sound, a distance of
753 miles by rail, and thefice 1,000 miles by
water to Fort Williamn at a total cust of 5lc
first-class, 4tc 2nd, 85¢ 3rd, 25¢ 4th ard 22¢
5th ciass.

From Montreal, including 3u0 miles shorter
rail haul and tho same distance by water, the
C.P.R, rates are Slc first class, 4d¢ second,
38¢ third, 8ie fourth and 25¢ fifth class,
C.P.Rrates being higher than rates from Now
York though 300 miles less rail haul.  While
25¢ is the rate on Sth class, New York to Forg
William a distance of 758 miies by land and
1000 by water, tho rate from Fort William to
Winnipeg, for only 427 miles, is 47¢. Therato
from Montreal to St. Paul, via Chicago, 1283
miles, is the cume as from Montreal to Fort

William 998 miles. Tho lccal rate on apples
was shown to be from 90 to 1565 per cent.
greater hero than in the cast

On eordwood C.D.R. rates werp stated to be
23 to 25 per cent higher than P.N.R.rates aud
18 to 40 per cont advance on Grand Trunk
rates, at 6 points compared.

ExhibitG. dealt with lumber rates betweon
Eastarn points, compared with rates from
Rat Portage, Selkirk, Winnipeg and western
points. The rates in oxistence from Rat
Portago west showed an advance of 65 per
cent, whils the rates from Selkirk showed an
increase 0. 78} per cent over Eastern Canada.
The rates from Winnipeg west showed an
increase of 66 per cont.

Exhibit 11, showed rates on stone, sand
and brick, compared with Northern Pacific
rates in Dakota, being 70 per cent highor en
an averagoe of 14 points compared,

Txhibit I, dealt with live stock rates,
showing  local rmates compared  with
rates in the ecast, averaging 353 por cent.
over castern rates. Exhibit K. submitted
local rates on butter, cheese, poultry, eges,
ete. Therateon eggs from 42 to 824 miles
was shown to average 82 por cent. over East-
ern Canada rates. 7’oultry averaged 883 por
cent. over eastern rates for the same distances.
Buatter 78 per cont, over castern rates, Cheeso
63 per cent, higher than castern rates for dis-
tances up to 924 miles, on lcecal car lot rates.

Exhibit L. considered local grain rates com-
pared with local rates in Fastern Canada.

In tho east. Here.
50 miles Ge.,...... L1c per 100 bs.
95 miles 9c........184c ** *
162 miles 12¢.,.,.....,17 & &
280 miles 1e........22¢ ¢ -
11% 44

332 miles 15¢........25c

In the mattor of through grain rates, the
rate from Winnip-g to ‘Toronto was shown
to be 45¢, while from Chicago to Portland
the rate is 27c, all rail rates, Comparing
Winnipeg to Toronto as against Sarnia to
Fredericton, there is a difference of 1iic
against us. Many similar comparisons were
given showing tho differenco against this

country in through grain rates. Similar
comparisons  were also given  with
through grain  rates, lake and rail.

Comparing the lake and rail rates, Mr.
Ashdown found the summer rates on wheat
to havo been as follows. April 7th, 184,
Minneapolis to New York 25 cents per 100
pounds; May 8th, 17} cents; June 7th, 20
cents; Juno 18th, 22} conts. The rates from
Winnipeg to New York had been varying, the
ordinary rate, he wes informed, had been 813

cents,  From Minneapolis to Buffalo, the

summer rates via the Soo wers April 7¢h, 20
cents; May 8th. 15 cents; June 18th, 17}
cents.

On merchandise from New Yor* to Fort
William, the rateson the flve classes wern
respectively, dl, 44, 85, 25 and 22 conts for
the first five classes ; from Montreal to Fort
William, 51, 44, 88, 81, and 235 respectively,
showing a difference in favor of New York in
the three last classes of 8, 5 and 8 cents re-
spectively ; yet the rail haul from Now
York is 800 miles in excess of that from
Montreal.

Grain is largely finding its way to the mar
kets of the world by the way of Buftalo and
New York, heavy goocs will come in that
way ; and Montreal must cease to a great ex-
tent to beour ocean port if this discrimination
continues,

With reference to persons who had been
reported to have oxpressed themselves assatis
fied with the existing charges, Mr. Ashdown
said they were non-producers, to whom a
little convenience in the matter of shipping
was of more importance than the oxtra
charges, or they were people who had not the
opportunity of knowing what the charges
were clsewhere.  As to the statement that 1t
was unfair to compare Winnipeg with o place



