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FREIGHT RATES' COMMbII~ON.
lEvidoence of tho Wlnnlpog Bloard ofTrade.

Mr. jas. If. Aslidenn-t prcsented the case ef
tlîo W'iliiieg boardl et tradlo hetoro the
!reiglit rates commismsioni nt thre rcceiit mneot-
ing of t e iernnsii ini NWinipeg. Beiuig
swertî M<r. Aslidlowii ,alil tliat lie wvas chair-

an of tlîo cominittce et the board of trado
vil treiglit rates. atnd Unit lie iras aîtiihorized
ani inqtructed by the board te appoar andi
'ive ovidence beforo tue ceommission. i.A -
âowîî ivent oit te say Unit frein eairly limes
the vieinity et tlîe jîmiitieri et the Bcd and
Assiiboine rivers3 waq reco"ni.etl w% a dis-
tribîîtiiig centre for graes îor7tîhe etîtireceun.-
try betIveen liero and the eky Illotinitaisis
ont the wvest and the beinndai-y te the seitlî.
It was nat.îral theretore tlîat its iiitere.ttî aq a
distributing centre liaitlaIeiî enlai'geul nut it
lias eoutimîued te lield its laositicil iii tuat res-
pect thrOughlîoit and iii havé hll the qtate-
ment of Canadilau Pacifie Iailwvay ollicials
Unit, 90per cent of tlîe ierchandise couiiig in
to the country is distmibutedl frent tlits plainm
It %vas natitral %'itlî theseo great interesks
tlîat a board et traite slild be otîrîied, aîid
thei boardl early toob a mtroîîg interest in
the question ef froiliît rates4. lit Aftly, 1882,
tlîe board mniioriatizedl tIhe geierniient on
the .îubjeet, iii vion' et the eperîiing et the
Caiadianl Pacific railway, elaimdng that at
tliît time Uic rat*, iverO eorlbitant. They
aise about tue saine tiiiie obtaiiie<l frein )il.
Van Morno a st.temnt ef whInt tlîe policy of
the railway wvoîld be. iiaulely, te 'a carry fulel
at Costa" bocauso lie said the settlers3 on
tlies;e great plains Nweuld require it ; tu "carry
qettlem' building îîatcri.il nt abo tt cot.''
anîd, IIte carry cuit tlie settiers' g.î'in nt a
moifre shado over coït," aulding. ani len,

genleen yeînay texîîeet t<î jay a (auà fi-
ure oxj youmr iinercliaitdiseP." The boardwa
satisfied %vîtli titis polîey. aîid hll it ho1a
carried out, timoy beliovi' the requilt %vould
have been extreîîîoly beitolicial, both tu tue
cûînplaiuy andi the country, but ibis policy lis
net beeli carried ont. Tho question cf eut-
.going ineduce liaving bçen taken Up) by otlier
Ueies, tho board oetrade dîd net initeîîd te
deat w ili it lit leiigýtli, but %vould confine
thieiîselvos tu inerclnaîdiý5O coinu- into titis
cotmntry, first calli!iîg attention to rates
wlîich ]lave becti liti terce ii the îîast.

Tho rates on the Iiu fromI tIhe botuidary <s>
W'innipeg on gciieral, inerclnîdise p:er 100 lbs.
whieli %%as the first ligie openicd fur trite
ilite Manitoba.

lst. 12iff. '3rd. 4t1î.
InlI8bi............. 25 12 t1 1 13
Ratsed iii Mardi 1883. '18 116 29 «2.2
At proseat tlîoy stand 41 '37 80 241

Or an adv'amce et 80 per cent oii those, first
establishied, uit 1881.,Ratesï froni Port Arthiur, ait. Paul. Dulijtiu
and Minneapolis te Wiiiiîipeg, per 100 ils.,
in car lots. Always considercd communîoî

- Class -

lst. 2îîd. 8rd. 4tlî. 5th.
October 1893. .. SI195 $1 18 .91. .70
M4y. 1885... 1 07 .83 .69. .52 .47
Septeînber, 1885. 1 88 1 12 .90. .69 .68
September 1888. 1 16 .98 .8!). J.,.57
May 1890........912. .79 65. .56 A47

The rates iii terce in 181» still provali anîd
whiie the se-ttleinent of tic couîntry lias ina
creased and tlîe traffic is vastly -reater, tînt
rates silice 1885 have boom' rc<lucc< oit the
first thrco classes only, wluile tlîey liave been
jncrcasd iii the tourth anîd remini the satine
ia the fifth cln&'.

Lake and rail rates-Meontreai, Tu'rorttaiid
Hamnilton tu Winnipeg:

.1 2 8 4 5
Julie, 181..150 1 20 .90 .74 .70
raised soon atter, and again in 1887, and tu-
day they stand at

1 2 8 4 5
si.-Ili 81.2-1.4 81.0-1.1 .884 .78
sloo In."<:onsidIerablu tulvatie vi ouvery elass
but tno fiist.-ela-'s ont rates established temi
years tige.

il -ail rates '.ia Chicago & l(uk Lgland
rand %vere i s 1881:

1 2 8 .1 'i 10
$1.77 81..12 $1.06 .8m1 .-,81 .58
ivhîle nt tIe ie tîiino al-rail via C. P. R.

81.92 $1.57 81.26 .95A.1 5~ .6.
They have fluictuated somewluutt sinýce, but
niio tliey stand * C.P.U. prert rate :

1 2 .4 . 5 la
82.094j 81.77j 81.101 81.q084 s!9 .0(7
'rlus sliewiiga ai advaiice ever atte tlîat
î%-ero iii force on the Chilcago & Rock Island
ratite prier te the establishmiîent et tue C. P. R.
of 82, y 5, 81, 2-M and 1%~ i tic finît
ive classes iwei~ctivcly, ani on the rates

fli-st eit.alilislied by tîte C. P. I. et 17,
20, 1.1 1 1M ami M~ resplktively, or a
von-y îîîaterial iiicrease i eci case
laver 1R-4 luiring 1891 te 1893 the 5tli
class rate iras lewered 1>3' outsidu hoats, goiig
Eloiîi as Ion nsq ý2c lNit was always rassed
%%-leu cempetitienri eased. Trle rattes frein
tlie beiuigdaiy tu Vu nnipeg have been iiiereas-
cd iince, tlic Canadian Pacifie Railwvay took
oer the reond. Trîî rates tront Port Arthutr
have beeiu reduced but hitte sirice F385. '['li
rates frein Montreal andI eastern points lako
and rail, haî'o beon incrcased, auîd ail 1rail
rates freint tese l)oititslavebeeri very materi-
ally iliucreased.

Mr. Asiidawn. thon teak upt rates oit the
wvesterni div'ision et tlîe C.P.R., coîiparing
thîcîn ivith ratas iii Minnesota aîîd Dakota,
sioît ii)q lieu %v re r. overchiargcd even inl

tîjere declare threir rates te ho urîjust, anîd ara
askiîîg tiru Iovernmncreit to igîterferc. 'Tables
tu-cre subiiittcd lîingrates comnpare(],
-ahicît indicated ait inecase et 17.ý per cent.
in the Cantadian ttritl', on udistancees varrg
frein 50 te (600 miles, as coinpared %%ritli])a-
kuta. anîd 85 pet' cent. reater tîran is clîarged
in i.Migineasota. T o greatest differeirce
iî oit the lonîg hiats. [it coinari-
sou witli )<iiltiiî'q ta pcinits. ralîiiiir

2ron -) iiiiles1 11p te 110 riles,
,'a lîa, ait advauîee of 80 per ccitt. ; on 141
Minitosutta ptoints tmp tu a distance et 210
gilues tue averape charge hiere is 80 per cent.
2greater. Taking 8 Eastcra C'anada poinîts.
raîîgîîg frein 21 galles lip te 100 vo pay
anl adranc ofu 49 per cent. On 7 peints
betweeii 100 anal 2 R) miles, ire pay ai adrvance
ef 55 per cent. Ont 8 roints betieii 800 and
1121 galles îî'o ray ait advaîceof t60., per cent, ai
ige first five classes of merchtandise. Ia
cumparing 1'k.t WVilliamî te Wintnipog îitli
t'hicagoto .Stratfordl,we. pa-y an advamîce ()t 120
lier cenut. cii r't-lass, 1uiS per cent.
ai -ith ciass; and 170 per cent.
oin 5th dss. Coînpariîîg- Fort Muillauit to
Winnipeg with. Chicago tu St. Pamul, re, pay
58 per cenit . advance oi Ist, te 185 per cent.
advaiiee an 5th class. (ioods are brouglit
(romn N'it Yerk te O-n Sourid, a distance'et
758 miles by rail, and tiieiice 1,000 miles by
ira ter te For't William at a total cusbt et 5ic;
fir-3tclass, 44le 2nîd, 95o Brd, '25e 4tiî and 22e
5th. eîass.

Prom Memî)treail, îmîlîding 800 miles shorter
rail hiaut and the sanie distance by water, tige
C.P.R. rates are 5ic furst class3, 4-e second,
38e tîird, 1e fotirtiî aîd '25e fifth classa
C.P.It rates bc'lng" Iigher thanrlates front Noir
York týhugh 30ý-miles Iess rail liant. Whiio,
25c is the rate oa 5th classa Nev York to Fort
Wiffiain a distance of 758 igues by ]and and
1000 by water, the rate (rein Fort Williamî te
Winnipcg, for ouly 427 miles, is 47c. The rate
front Montreat te St. Paul, via Chicago, 1288
Imiles, is the itîme as front Montrent te Fort

William 998 miles. Tho local rate ont apples
..Vas shownl te ho front 90 te 153 per cent.
greater boreo tlîan in the cast

Ont enrdwootl C.P.R. rates Nvero stated. tu be
23 tu 25 pier cent ltigler tlianP.N.R.mrtes and
18 to,10 per- ,ent Pxdvauice ont Grand Trutik
rateS, at 63 points coinpared.

Easterit peints. eenîpared ivith rates frei
Rat Portage. S4elldrk, Wuie u vse,
points. T'ho ratoî ini existence Yroin Rat
Portage %vest 91howed anl ndvanee or (>5 per-
cent, wlîilo the rates frin selkirk Blhowed n
ineeo o. 78ý per <'ent over z' E.sternt Canada.
'lho rates frein W'inulilîeg %%est showcd anl
increase et 66 per- cent. '

Ehihit 1l, silowed rate.; (an stoîîe, sail
and brick, coînîarcd withî Northern 1?acifie
rates iii DIakota, being 71) 1,er cent highier (,ii
ant average et 14 points eernpare<l.

Exshibit 1, deait %vitlh live stock rates,
showiug local rate-, coxnparcd %vitlî
rates inl tho east, averagiig 58 per cent.
caver casterai rates. Exljibit X. qnbinitted
local rates ont butter, clicese, poultry, ce,--
etc. The, rate ont egg.i front 412 tu 1324, Jiies
%vas slîowu to average 82 jýor cent. caver East-
ern Canada rates. Il>otltry averagcd ffl per
cent. ever eastorii rates for the saine distanices.
Butter 7,Q per cent. ovor eastern rates. Cheeslo
63 per cent, higher titan casterti rate for dis-
tances up) to 824 nmiles, on local car lot rates.

E'chibit L. coîîsidcred local grain rates coin-
pared witlî local rates ini Eastern Canada.

ln the east. lIere.
50 miles Ge.... 1le per 100 bs.
95 ailes 9ce... I8Mela .

16)2milesI12c .... 17 id l
'280 miles 1le.... 212o l .
832 miles 15e .... 25e Il t

Ia the matter of throoigli grain rates, the
rate front ý%'iniipg te Toronto 'as shewn
te ho 45r, while from Chiicago te Portland
the rate is 27c, ail rail rates. Coinîaring
Winnipeg to Toronto as against Sarnia to
Frcderictonî, tiiere is a difference of il110
apaiîst uis. iMany situiilar comparisos wvere
gîven showhng thie difforenco, agains±. iMi'.
country in throtigli grain rates. Simlilar
comparisons %v'c aIse given % li
through grain rates, lake and rail.

Cernparing tho lake and rait rates, MIr.
Ashidewîî fouiîd the summer rates n whleat
tu havc bSin as toln. Apri] 7bJ>, il»i,
Minneapolis te Noir York 25 cents; per lou
poutîds; May SOI. IV. cents; JTulie 7tlî, 20
cents; ,Vine lSth, 22à cetL. The rates fromn
Winuxpeg te New York hll bccn vsiying, the
ordinary rate, ho was informned, lrad been 81:1
cents. From Minneapolis to B3uffalo, lit
summner rates via the Soo wvero ilprit 7tlî, 2(1
cents; Mtay 8th. 15 cents; luîne 18th, 171~
cents.

Ont inerchandise freont Now Yor*c te Port
William, tic rates ont the tîve classes wert,
respeetîvely, 51, 44, 85, 25 and 122 cent.; for
the lirst five classes; (roi Montrent te Fort
William, 51. 4.-1, 88, 81, and 25 respcctively,
slîowing a difference in tarer ef Noir York hai
the tlîrc last classes of 8, 5 and i cents re-
sileetively; yct the rail haut front Ne"
York is 800 miles iii cxcess et that froi>
Mon treal.

Grain is largely finditg its Nvay te te nii
kots ot the %vorld by the wvay ef Buffale anal
New York. heavy goecs8 wil corne ii tIrai
way ; and Montroal must cease te a great ex-
tout te be our ecean port if titis diseriminatigi)
continues.

'Witli refoenco tu persons who hll becii
roported te have exprossed tliemsolves assati-
fied ivith the existing charges, Mr. Ashdoitin
said they wvere non-producers, te, Nhom a
little convenienco, in the matter et shippiig
ivas et more importancei than the extra
charges, or tlmey woere people iî'ho hall net the
opportumsity of knoNving wliat tho chargei
were cLewlîere. As to the statement that il
ivas unfair te compare WVinnipeg wvith a place


