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It lias been a belief with a good miany peo-

hle that corn is almost a necessary food for
fattening stock. In the corni districts, in the
United States. the peuple have been incliuied
to imagine that live stock cannot be raised to
advantage withont ecorn. Peoplo have been
heard to expres-s surprise at the idea of at-
temptiiîg to fatton stock without coin. V
heard a railway officiai. of a southern road
scof at the idlea of Manitoba ever beoming a
stock country, becauso, as lie said, "you c.au*,t
grow corn up there." Ideas httw'ever. are
changing to sucli an extent, that oven in the
great corn states, the lielief is beginning to
dawul that there are other grains besides coin
which eau ho used to good advantagt' in feod-
ing and. fattening stock. The low pî'ice of
wheat and the comparatively higli price of
corn this season, lias, led tu experiments as to
the feeding value of the two cereals. Pruli-
ably the inost complote and systemiatic, in-
quiry thus far lias been made by the socretary
of the Kansas State Board of Agriculture,
,wliose work suggests that of a crop of noarly
25,000,000O bushels of wheat produced ini 1893
ini that state, 4,O59,Of)O bushels wore used
as feed for stock. The statemeîît of the Kan-
sas officiai. shows that three-fourths of thuse
reporting to the departînent, state that,
Pound for pjund, wheat is superior to corn for
fattening hogs (evon with one-fuurth unmasti-
Cated) by 7 to 35 per cent. ; the avorago of
these indicating a superiority over corn
of 16 Per cent., whihe the average of the other
one-fourth of the reports indicate that
it was considered of less worth than corn by
1'2 per cent.

Witli rofrouce to the question, as tu how
'nuch ive wighit of hogs may be expectet a-s
a fair return per bushel of wheat fod, the
rePoi.t states that the average of ahi the
aiuswers is eleven pounds, and the variations
from sevenl pounds, in a single instance, te as
Inudli as twonty pounds in one other;- but
Iiearly ail put their figures at or ahove ten
Pounds. The report furnishes the folluwing
Sunnary of conclusions in regard te wheat
feeding operations:-C

In Kansas, under the conditions a-s te pro-
'l'le yan r P of wheat and corn existing inteYas1893-9.1-95, wheat lias become a vei'v
'Unusual and very important factor in t9a
5raiin-feeding of ail cla-sses of farm stock. It
's stiPeror to corn, Pound for pound, as a
grain te produce a healthful, well-baiancedgrowth in Young anixuals. Mixed with corn,
oats or bran, it is inucli superior te either
alone, for work horses. Fed to cows, it is an
excePtional 'nihk-producer, and for that pur-
Pose corn is scarcely te bc compared with it.
For Szwine of ail af;es, it is a healthful anid
~~ahele food, gîving generous returîtsini.

býbfrane-w ork and ffesh, but fed whole,
Ileialiy without soakîing, is used at a dis-
Mvyaitage. (j'round and made into stops, it1S iflvalua.hî 0 for suckliîîg sows anîd foi' pigs
buth befure anîd after weaii-ng.

2'or cattle it lias, at least as a part of their

grain ration, a very high value, which is
much enhaneed in the line of needed variety
by mixing with corn, and in a stili greater
degree by mixing jud(iciously with bran, oul
cake or other aibuminous foods tending to
b)alance the too carbonaeeous nature of the
clear heat.

W ith corn and wheat approxim-ati uig the saine
price per bushel, it is flot uniprofitable to feed
the wlîeat - yet, if it eau ho grounid. î'olled,
crushed or in some uay broken at a total
c!ost not exee4,ding ;- to 7 cents; per bushiel, to
feed it ivhole aud dry is unwise. Lt can be
ground at a cost of ;)C. per bushel; and on a
majority of Kansas farmns for very niuch less.

If griîîdiîîg is inipracticable, suaking front
tweilty-foir to thirty-six hours (the length of
tiite depending somewhat upon the weather
ai(1 season) is, for various reasons deemntd de-
siralile, but it is injiîdicious to the extent
that its beinig moist facilitates swallowiug
wthout tho mnastication or the proper îuixin)g
with saliva.

This testimony regardirig the value of wheat
for feeding stoc,4, shouild 1* very initerestinig
readiug to Manitobans. If wheat is as valuabie
foi, feeding puirposes- as corui, (and we now have
the evidence of niauy authorities to the effeet
that it is), it should soive the question to the
satisfaction of those wio lhave becît incline(l
to believe that raising fat stock could flot lie
earrietl on to advantage without a liberal
suipply of corn for feeding l)urp(>ses. The
Rural New Yorker says that '- Wheat is the
cheapest grain food for ail farm animais, es-
pecially hcens. Many fariiers have fed wheat
this season wý%ho nover used it before for
f eet. «

On the streugth of ail this evidence now
ttbtamtable regarding the value of wheat for
feediug stock. it seemns that Manitoba farîners
might safely abandon the cultivation of
wheat for export only, and grow the grain
largely for feeding on the farrn. Lt is only

Ilately that the value of wheat for feeding pur-
poses lias been understood. Since the price
of the grain lias fallen 40o low, experiments
have been made to learn the feoding value of
wneat, witlh very satisfactory resuits. Tho
experience gained sliouild be of value in Mani-
toba. Many farmers iiever thinik of uising
their wheat for feed, no mnatter how low the
price of the cereal miglit sink. In the liglit

of the knowledge now gained by recent ex-
periments, it appears that wheat is a very
valuable grain for feedinig to ahl kinds of
stock, either for fatteniug, or for growing or
working atiimals. For growing aud working
animaIs, it is claituîed to lie more valuable
thaui any other grain. W'hy then, should
not wheat ho used freely as a feed grain ?
Whilo vricos are so iow it would ovidontly be
good policy to use it froely for feeding stock,
as used ini this way it will make a btter re-
turn than if sold at the market price. With
this evidence at hand. thero would appear to
lie nu reason why Manitoba should not become
a groat stock country, as woll as a great pro-
ducor of wheat, as the belief that corn is
necessary for raising stock to advantago, may
110W le safely al)andoned.

Owing to the short crop of flax seed in the
Unlited,( States and consequent higher prices,
shippers have been buying India fiax in

England. Crushers at Atlantic coast points
have been able to import the India flax as
cheaply as they could purehase the home
grown seed. The fiax erop is about ail pro-
diieed in Minnesota and states west of the
Mississlippi, which miakos it subjeet to a
high treiglit rate wvhen shipped to eastern
points, and at present prices in the west, with
freiglit added, the imported seed can be laid
down quite as, cheaply at Atlantic coast
potints as the doînestic article. Chicago
i-; the great primary muarket for fiax
seed, and reeeipts thore have only been about

4cars per day, as coinparod with an average
of 15'. cars dlaily in normal erop years. This
indicates clearly that the ci-op is decidedly
short.

Tht' outlook foi' prices of linseed oit, with
prices foi' the raw material su higli, is of
course vory strong. There is another factor
also which should affect pricos of oil. This is
the luw price of oil cake inoal. England is
the great market for cake, buit owing to the
l<îw price of grains, the dt'mand for oil cake
for feeding stock lias been greatly curtailed,
and prices have declined. Crushors find that
the declino in the price of cake is a serious
mattor for thîem, and if they are to co)ntinue
the business at a profit, they will have to get
a higlier price for the oil te compensate themn
for the decine in the linseed cake. Indi-
cations therefore seem to point to higli
prices for linseed ou. Duriug the duli winter
season it is not likely that prices will advance
materially, but the opening of the spring
trado will nu doulit bring higher prices.
With the higli price of seed and the low
price of cake, it seems hardly possible that
crushors will do otherwise than insist on a
considerable advance in linseed oul.

THE WREÂT EXPORTJI ROUTE.
The poople of the old provinces, Montrealers

ini particular, are puzzled and agrieved over
the fact that Manitoba whoat is being export-
ed via the Er'ie canal and New York, instead
of via the St. Lawrence and Montreal. The
reason of course is that the New York route
is the choaper. New YorL uffers better ship-
ping facilities and lower ocean rates than
Montreal. As Canadians, we in the West
would prefer te see the Canadian route made
use of, but the keen competition necessitates
the use of the cheapest outlet. At the same
time it is not a matter for surprise that some
Montreal people should feel considerably
worked up over the situation, and white pas-
ing it may lie stated that much of the talk hy
Montreal grain men against Manitoba ship-
pers, on acco int of allegedl mixing of wheat
at Fort William, is siînply giving vent to their
feeling of soreness over the loss of the Mani-
toba trade. Another reason why Manitoba
wheat goes via New York is owing te the fact
that Winnipeg shippers find ut an advantage
to trade with the large New York exporters.
In discussing the export route of Manitoba
wheat, the Montreal Trado Bulletin says:

1'It is contended that if our rail ways would
carry the grain froni Midland, Owen Sý.'ound,
Collingwood and Sarnia to Montreal at rates
equal to those of the United States roads froni
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