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THE COMMEBRCILAX,,

THE NOTHWESIERN MAIL.

% The mills of the gnds grind slowly,” says a
well-known chestnut, and evidently the pcople
along tho Manitoba & Northwestern railway
think thore is more truth than poetry in this
oft-ropeated quotation, \Weeks have ran into
months, and tho months may perhaps go .0
make ,up years, before their cry for botter
mail facilities is heeded by tho authorities at
* Ottawa.

Ouae would suppose that in such au important
service as that supplied by the post office do-
partmont, no timo would bo lost in taking ad-
vantage of every occurrence to improve the
service. Such evidently is not the case. No
matter what the exigoencics of the situation
may bo, a 1ong routine of red tapo must be
gono through with beforo & matter can be
brought before the notice of these slow-.going
postul officinls. The department muat be kept
up with all due dignity, aod it would be very
undignified to at onco take steps to remedy an
existing ovil, simply at tho prayer of tho ple-
bean masses.

In the case of the Northwestern railway
mails, it is difficult to see why there should
have been any delay whatever in adapting the
mail service to the altered conditions. There
is every reason why the change should have
been made at once, aud apparently no reason
for the unreasonable delay which has occurred.

The mails for the country served by the
Northwestern railway are taken from Winnipeg
to Portage la Prairie by tho Canadian Pacific,
and there transferred to the Northwestern train,
The returning mail is transferred in the samo
way at Portage to the Canadian Pacific for
\Winunipeg. Formerly the passenger train ser-
vice of the Northwestern railway had its east.
ern terminus at Portage la Prairie, and close
connection was made there with the Canadian
Pacific to and from Winnipeg. Somo months
ago, however, the Northwestern railway sccur-
cd a running arrangement over the Canadian
Pacific, between Portage and Winnipeg, so that
its trains now run right into the city. This
arrangement broke the connection at the Port-
age with the express on the Canadian Pacific,
and the Northwestern trains are not now run
80 as to make connection at Portage with: the
mail and express service on the former road.
The result is that the Northwestern express
leaves the city ahead of the mail train on the
Caunadian Pacifie, and proceeds on to the end of
theroad. The Canadian Pacific trr.in, carrying
the Northwestern mail, leaves the city
some time later. The Northwestern mail is
dumped off at the Portage, but the express on
the Northwestern road has already passed on,
and the mail is left over for twenty-four hours
at Portage. To remedy this stato of things it
would only be necessary to send the North-
western mail direct from Winnipeg by the trair
ru~ ‘rgover this road, instead of sending iv part
of the gy by &.later train on the Canadian
Pacifigyyand the balance of the way by the
Northwagteru train ;the fol’ swing day. The
change-wanld huve involve.: no extra work and
would.have.caused no.incvcvenience to the local
postal.employes.’. Theonly thing necessary is
that the dgpartment should order the change,
and it woyld be.acoomplished. But the thing

still goos on in the old way, ridiculous as it is,
while the pcople aro obliged to submit to great
inconvenionces as a result of the unuecssary
delay. A change, such as that made neccssary
by the runniag of the Northwestern trains into
tho city, should have been made within a vory
fow days at least, and it sholys supremeo disre.
gard for the public welfare, on the part of the
Ottawa postal authorities, that this matter has
been allowed to go on so long in this way.

UNITED STATES OATTLE,

A very strong effort is being made in the
United States to improve the conditions under
which cattle may be exported to Great Britain.
This ecffort is directed mainly to impress the
British public with the belief that there is no
causo for alarm as to the existence of discase
among cattle in the United States. The
Washington authorities have decided to station
three veterniary inspectors abt the principal
British ports, to examine cattle coming in from
tho States.

Unfortunately, just at the time that an extra
offort was being put forth to prove the health-
fulnesss ¢ United States cattle, a cargo landed
in Liverpool from New York, is found to be
affected with pleuro-pneumonia. Under these
circumstances and in the face of the actual ex-
istence of the dreaded disease armong'cattle im-
ported from the United States, neither the
newspapers nor the politicians of the latter
country are likely to have much influence upon
popular opinion in Great Britain.

Tho object of our neighbors to the south, of
course, is to securo the removal of the restrict-
ions placed upon cattle imported into Great
Britain from their country. The fact that
Canadian cattle are admitted into Great Britain
freo from tha restrictions which have Leen
placed upon importations from the United
States, is a very sore poiut to the shippers of
the latter country. That Canadian shippers
should have an advantage not accorded them-
selves is very distasteful to them. Canada
anjoys this exemption not as a favor shown heve
by Great Britain, but as an act of justice. Our
cattle are free from the plague which dcvastates
herds in the United States, and it is not only
unnecessary, but it would be unjust to place
restrictions upon cattle imports from this coun.
try, the same as upon cattle coming from coun-
tries affected with disease,

The advantages which we enjoy in this matter
should stinjulate our cattle men to even greater
care in preventing the existence of disease
among their herds, while shippers should use
every precaution in making np their shipments.
These individual efforts can be further seconded
by the Government, in keeping up au efficient
gystem of officipl, x'ngpggcjon, and’ continuing
strict quarantine opcattlo brought into the
country from the south. ;

GEITING EVEN WITH.THE EAST.
Truth, published at New Westminster, B.C.,
endeavors to justify the imposition of a tax
upon commercial 1.~vn'lers on the ground that
it is an cffort to get even with Eastern Canada
on the tariif issne, ZTru'h says:—

“On general terms, and as an abstract pro-
position, wo agcee that the tax complained’ of

is bad. If trade were freo in this Canada of
ours tho thing would be wholly indnfensible.
But trade is not free, and tho restriction* that
oxist in the geueral law are such that fostor
commercial and industrial trado of some kinds
in the east while they are & hindrance to com-
merco here. This province is so highly taxed
by the tariff that living is rendered decar, and
prices of all commoditics are immensoly in-
creased by it. If wo are to have protection, as
it is called, let us have it all round. The cast-
ern merchant and manufacturer can carry on
their operations much more cheaply than can
those in the west, simply fer tho reason that
the tariff compels us to purchase our supplies
in a discant market and at much highor prices
than would bo the case if trade wore free. This
is to the advantage of the cast and to the dis-
advantage of the west. Why, then, should
things not be‘evened up a little By putting a
local’ tax on the eastern man whenYw comes
here .to do business. The tax on commercial
trav-llors is simply another form of so-called
protection, and what is sauce for the goose
should be sauce for the gander.”

Evidently 7Truth belicves that two blacks
will make a white, or at least that the perpot-
uation of one wrong is oxcuse for imposing
another. \Would it not be better for British
Columbia to make an honest effort to remedy
the existing ovil? The people of British Coi-
umbia have made very little effort to thr.w off
the tariff burden, and if wo mistake not, the
whole body of reprosentatives of that province
in Farliament have supported protection,

While the commercial travellers’ *ax is au
evil, it isa puny one in comparison with the
greater injustices inflicted upon sections of the
country through the working of our great
National Policy. British Columbia, together
with Manitoba and the rest of Western Canada,
feels severely the burde:s of protection, and it
is not to be wondcred at that an effort to strike
back should be made.

The Tea Trade of India.

The Loadon Colonies and India says that the
past year was one of tho greatest in importance
that the Indian tea industry has ever seen. The
efforts made to introduce Irdian tea into other
countries had been carried on on a larger scale
in the past year than they had ever tried before,
In United States and in Canada British-grown
tea was the topic to which almost everywhere
the trade was turning the most serious atten.
tion, and it was generally admitted that the
future for Indian tea in those countries was
assured. The statistics given in the report
showed most extraordinary resulta. From
January 1 to May 31 the figures were literally
astounding, and they had alimost entireiy re.
versed the relative positions of the India and
China tea that they held three years ago. The
imports ol Indian tea last year represented as
nearly as possible £3,000,000, The imports
during 1869-90 of Indian tez were 101,052,264
pounds, and of Ceylon tes 34,216,224 povnds,
compared with 93,203,927 pounds of China tea.
In 1884.85 the imports of China tea were 142,-
476,000 pounds, compared with 2,481,910 pounds
of Coylon and 61,472,112 pounds of Indian teas.
The deliveries for home consumption of Indian
tea had increased from 69,108,930 pounds in
1884-85 to 101,167,868 pounds in 1889-90, while
Ceylon had increased from 2,046,560 pouuds to
31,946,972 pounds, compsared with o decrease,
in the same period of China tea from 116,662,
279 pounds to 55,335,522 pounds,




