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THE ROIIHWB8TBRN MAIL.
4t lho mille of the gode grind alowly," iiays a

well.lcnown chestnut, -and evidently the people
along tho Manitoba & Northwesterni railway
think thoro le mnore truth thais peetry in thie
oft.repeated quotation. WVceke have run into
morqthe, andi the menthe may perbiape go .o
niake ,up years, beforo their cry for botter
mail facilities is hieeded by tho authorities ut
Ottawa.

One would suppose that in such au important
ervice as that eupplicd by the post office do-
partinent, no Urne would ho lest in taking adl-
vantage ot cvery occurrence to improve tho
eervice. Sucb evidently le net the case. Ne
matter what the exigencice of tho situation
miay ho, a ioug routine of rcd tape muet ho
gene threugh with hcfore a inatter can be
brouglit hefaro tho notice ef these slow.geing
postal afficiale. Tho departrnent muet ho kcpt
up with ail due dignity, and it would bc very
undignifled te at once take stops te remedy an
existiug gvii, sirnply at tho prayer of tho pie.
beau masses.

In the case ef tho Northwestern railway
mails, it le dificult te see why thero ehould
have been any dclay whatever in adapting the
mail service te tho altered conditions. There
is cvery reasont why tho change ehould have
been made at once, %nd apparently no reason
for the unreasonablo delay whichi lias occurred.

The mails fer the country eervedl by the
Nertlhwestern railwvay are taken from Winnipeg
te Portage la Prairie hy tho Canadian Pacifie,
and there trausterred te the Northwestern train.
The returning mail in trausterred ini the saine
way at Poertage te the Canadian Pacific for
WVinnipeg. Former1l' the passenger train eer-
vice et the Northiwestern railway hadl ita east-
crn terminus ut Portage la Prairie, and close
connection was made there %with the Canadian
Pacific te and from Winnipeg. Soine menthe
age, hoeover, the North'vetern railway sectir-
cd a rnning arrangement over the Canadian
Pacifie, hotwcen Portage and Winnipeg, s0 that
its trains now run righit inte the city. This
arrangement broke the counectien at the Port-
age with the express on the Canadian Pascifice
and the Northwestern trains are net now run
se as te make cennectian at Portage wvitit the
mail and express service on the former road.
The result in that the Northwestern expret>s
leaves the city ahead et the mail train on the
Canadian Pacifie, and proceede on te the end et
the road. The Canadian Pacifie triin,' carrying
the Northwcstern mail, leaves the city
somne time later. The Northwestern mail ie
dumpcd off at the Portage, but the express on
the Northwestern road hias already passed on,
and the mail is lef t over for tweuty.four heurs
at Portage. To remedy this etate et things it
woul enly bo ncesary te send the North-
western mail direct tram Winnipeg by the train
ru, *rgver tbis road, iLstcad et scnding in, part
of. tb%iy"y. ly vi later - train on the Canadian,
P.4.cç,g<ed thebalance et the wvay by the
Nt hwept.cr'j train :the fol7 >wing day. The
chtnge-3vojild. h<ve involve-i ne extra work and
would.hve:auusod no.incunvenience te the local
postaJ,emuployes.-t T-hoeonly thing mecessary ie
that, the dpffltjnene abould order the change,
and it %woV4:e4acqmpishod. But the thiog

stilI geai on in tise eld lvay, ridiculous as iL in,
while the people are obligecl te eubmlt tu great
incenvenionces as a resuit et the unuecssary
dolay. A change, suds as that made uecessary
by tho running of the Northwuestrn trains lnto
the city, should have heurn inttle within a vory
fow days ut least, and it sjhoWvs euprcrno diero-
gard for tho public %veltaro, on the part et tise
Ottawa pestal authorities, that thie inatter has
been allowed te go on se long in this way.

UJNITED STATES OATTLE.
A very etrong- effort le heing made in tho

United Status te, impreve the conditions under
which cattle may ho oxporteci te Great Britain.
This effort le directecl mainly te impres the
Blritish publie wvith tho belle! that there ie ne
cause for alarm as to the existence et diseuse
among cattlo ln the United States. The
WVashington authorities have dec.ded te station
three vetcrniary inspectera ab thse principal
British ports, te examine cattie coming ln from
tho States.

Uutortunately, juet ut the Lime that an extra
effort was being put forth te prove the health-
fulness G! Unitcd States cattie, a cargo landcd
in Liverpool tram New York, ie tonnd te bo
affectedl with pleuro.pneumouia. Under the
circumetauces9 and in the face et tho actual ex-
istence et the drcaded disease amrongicattle ini-
pertcd tram the Unsited States, neither the
newapapers nos- the peliticianb et the latter
country are likely te have muchi influence upon
popular opinion lu Great Britain.

I'ho objeet et our neighbars te thse sentis, et
course, is te seccure tho remeval et the restrict-
ions placed upen cattle importedl inte Great
Britain tram their country. The tact that
Canadian cattla are admitted inta Great liritain
freoc fromn thi-) restrictions svhichi have leen
plsced upon importations trom the United
States, le a very soro point ta the ehippors et
the latter country. That Canadien shippors
should have an advantago net accordcd thcm-
selves le vcry distasteful ta them. Canada
anjeys this exemption net as a tavor ehewn here
by Great Britain, but as au act et justice. Our
cattle are free trum tise plague which dtvastates
herds in the United States, and iL in net only
unnecessary, but it wonld bc unjust te place
restrictions upon cattle importa freim this coun-
try, tho bame as upon cattle coming tram cotin-
tries affected with diseuse.

The advantagcs which we enjoy lu this matter
ehonld stiniulate aur cattle men te, even greater
care in preventing the existence et dlisease
among thoir hhrds, while shippors shouid use
every precaution in making rip their ehiptnents.
These individuel efforts cau bo tarther seconded
by thse Gaverumeut, lu kcoping up ,au efficient
sy8tein et officigi, insppetiau, Aa' contiauieg
strict quarantine* opi,catl hyouglit into tise
country ftoam the south..

GETTI1NG EVEN WITH.THE AT
Truth, pnbli8ed et New Westminste-, B.C.,

endeavers te jnstity the impositian et a tax
upon commercial i..-jAUer oan tho gronnd that
it is an effort te get even with Eastern Canada
on the tariff issue. Trzt!h says :

-'On general terme, and as au abstract pro.
position, we aý.ree that the tax compainedof

in bail. If trade woro froc ln this Canada ei
ours thse thlng %vauld ho whelly indeoneiblo.
But trado ia net treo, and tise restriction - that
oxiet in the ge'ioral law arc sucît that tester
commercial and industrial trado et somo kMnde
in tho sssst wvhiIc they sù-e a hindranco ta comn-
merce here. This province in se hIslily taxed

by th tariff that living le rendere dur, and
prîce et ail commioditces are imnmeneely in-

mrascdl hy it. If wo are te, have protection, as
iL le called, lot us have iL ail round. Tise east-
eru inerehant and manufacturer eau carry ons
their eperations muci more thcaply than eau
thoso iu thse west, simp]y fer tho reason that
the tariff compels us te purrhaseoaur supplies
lu a disrant market and at mutcis hîgier pricos
thani woula ho the case if trade wure freo. This
in te the advantago et tho cast and te the dis.
advantagof ethtie west. Why, thon, ehauld
thinge net ho eèveued up a littie by putting a
local tax ou thse cablerr man wivien ho comes
hiere . e do business. Tho tex an commercial
trav- tiers lnesinîlpîy enothor term et so-called
protection, andi what le sauce fer tho geoso
should, be sauco for thse gander."

E vidently T>-ssh helieves that two blacks
will inako a white, or at least that the porpet.
nation et eue wrong in excuse for impesiug
anotiser. Would IL net ho better for British
Columbia ta mako an honest effort te rcmedy
the exieting ovil ? The peopleof British Coii-
umbia have made very littie effort te thriv off
tise tariff burdon, and if we mistako net, the
whole body et represeutatives et that province
in Farliautent have supperted protection.

Whilo the commercial travellcra' 'ax in ars
evil, it is a puny eue lu cemparison with the
greater injustices iuflictedl upon sections of tise
country threugh the warking et aur great
National Policy. British Columbia, toether
with Manitoba and tho rest et Western Canada,
feels eevereiy the bnrdo::s et protection, and it
le net te ho wvondcred at that an effort te etrike
back ehould ho made.

The Taq Trado of India.
Thse Landou Colonies and izdirt eaye that tise

past year wvas eue et tho greateet lu importance
that the Indien tea industry has ever ecun. The
efforts miade te introdisce lr.dian tea inte otiier
counitries had been carried an on a larger scale
lu the past ycar than thoy had ever tried before.
In tmnited States and lu Canada Britshgrowvn
tea was the tapie te ivhich aiment everywiere
tise trade was turning theo meet serions atten-
tien, and it was gencraiiy admitted that the
future for Indian tes, in those cauntries was
assured. Tise etatieticé givon lu thse report
showcd most extraordinary resuitct. From
January 1 te May 31 the figures wcre literally
astounding, and thoy had aiment cutireiy re-
versed the relative positins et the India and
China tea, that they hold thre ycars ugo. Thse
importa af Indian tu, last ycar represcntcd as
ucariy as possiblù £5,000,000. Thse insl)erts
duraug I8SO-90 ef Indian tee- wcre 101,042264
pounde, and et Ceylou teaý 34,216,224 pouîis,
camparcd wvit 93,203,927 liounds et China tea.
Iu 1884-85 tise importa et China tea -wcre 1-12e-
476,00pounds, comparcdwith 2,481,910 potinds
et Ceylon and 61,472,112 pands et Indien tees.
Thse deliveries for home censuruption, et lIdian
tea, had ineced tronm 69,108,930 peundes le
1884-83 te 101,167,868 pounide in 1889-90, Nvhile
Ceylau had increaed tram 2,046,560 pouiJal te
31,946,972 pounde, compared with a decrease>
lu the samne poriod et China tea tram 116,062,-
279 ponude te 55,335,572 ponnds.
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