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way home only wheu the craving for food ar,  One would suppase that to lower depths of
drink drave hun thither to grasp whatever he | degradatiun a man cauld hardly sink than 10 be
could lny his hands on, totally forgetful of the | so base a slave of appetite, yet the truth must
claims ol his family. T'o the honour of lhis, be told.

wife be it said that neverdid she fail. by kinde | Ths son, who now worked for himself, lived
ness and persasion, to ena- avour to win him, with the lamily amd contributed to there wiain.
to his home, but in vain. Herown relatives | tenanca 5 he hald by dint of great industry and
offered her an asylum if she would consent to . selt demal saverl a sum to enable him to grart
part from her worthless hushany, but she re<;a small busmess. e returned home one
fused, and continued to 1oil on assisted by ber | might to find s box broken open and every
elder chilklren, teo often to see the proceeds farthing of his hittle hoard vamsshed, togother
of their labours borne off to the gin-palace or, with some expensive tools and a few rather

public-house, leaving them to want for fuoil.

Fortunately, the eldest boy had been ap-

renticed to a useful trade before thissad ca-

amity overtook them, and though his hunlci
had long cewsed to be one of any comfort to
ham, the titsle which he could earn was always
carried to his mother, and joy fully appropu
ated to hor use

But against the monster vice which consuin-
ed allit could grasp, what were resources
trifling as theirs®  Misery and poverty be-
came: every day more gaunt and more tamsh-
ar § the family must have sunk into utter des-
ti‘ution had it not been for the interventiun
of a near and worthy relative of the erring
man, who came forward to assist them. He
vistted the poor home, he afforded all the pe-
cuniary aid hisown very moderate circum-
stances would allow ; he cven sought out, n
the lowest haunts of debauchery, his misguid-
ed relation, and with every persnasion and
promise of support tied 10 prevail on hun 10
abandon his vicious propensity  For a time
he did so, and that no inducement might be

solution a
to him, wirh the implements of hig trade, and |
an order procured to be eaceuted.  IFor three
days he dul persevere, and  chiefly owing to
the support and encouragement of his wite he
bravely overcame the fearful craving for
drink.  His order was completed ; he insisted
upon varrying home the work, and
enjoyed the anticipation of returning in tri-
umph with the proceeds of his labour. The
hours passed away, he did not come; thev
went to look for him in all his known haucts ;
in vain; that day and the next passed ; no
tidings counld be gained of hun till at length
word was brought that he was lying at a stati-
on house some distance from home ; he had
been found the night befure in the kennel op-
posite the doaor of a ginpalace, in one of the
worst Dcalities, alinost destitute of clothing.
Hiz son went and had Yim conveyed home.
His ncw clathes were gone, a few filthy tags
supplied their place ; and he was so bruwsed
and battered as 10 be scarcely recogmisable.
His wife watehed by him with uatinng eare |
during the illness that ensued, and no one |
could express more penitence than he dul
He told them he was returning home with tie
money be bad received, when he passed the
door of a public house that hald been justnew.
ly opened ; an old acquaintance stood outside
and invited him to come in.  Ile entered,and |
the appetite once awakened, was not Jaid to
sleep till he had parted with every available
article he possessed.

He recovered, and with new determination
set to work ; hut, on the smallest temptation,
he again fell off ; and, un one cecasion, having
no other neans of procuring druk, he actual-
ly removed a swall plate of silver, which an
aceident that he met with some time before
had rendered nacessary to be placed in the
top of his head ; ke removed this and suld ot tv
obtain liguor ! l

valuable books: all gone to procure for the
insatiable drunkaiad the means ol intoxiration
for two days and nrzhis,

‘Tho poor young man was almnst heart bro-
ken when he came 10 relate his <ad tale o the
relative who had so often befriended them ;
andit was very long vefore his loss was e-
paired,

Aud yet tlns wretched man has intervals af

remorse —when conscienee seemsto dwell with
ternible distinetness upon the consequences of
his vice and powts te a blackened past, a fu-
ture yet more to he dreaded—nimes when the
shame and despyie that size upon lum cauce
him 10 fly trom every human tace. Ile will
sometunes lock mselt in a chamber, throw
the key from the window, and entreat those
around to let hun starve and die, tather than
to break out agan into dissipation.

Butalas! such violent resolves are of but
short duration ; againand again does he trans-
aress; agan and again ns kind relatjion will
rescic hio: and s son (who we are happy!

wlich 6God haspiven us to bless and clovate
and protect society. As the hard-carned coin
of the poor incbriate drops into the trader's
till, it rings forth the death knell of the kind-
lierinstindts of both hearts, telling perhaps
more fearfully upon the trader than on lus
victim ; the latter is impoverished, whilst the
former is enriched (for the moment) by the
mntaal erime, and the ruin, falling upon the
bordy as well a3 the soul of the drunKard, 13
conventrated upon the heart of lus temprer.

The civilized world may be challenged to

roduce a class of men capable of deeds so
Eillt‘ous as those daily and hourly perpetrat-
ed in every city of the Union by the dealers
in rum, brandy and gin.  Exceptional cases
of bratality may Lo found in all callings and
proficsions ; but when they occur, the world
16 startled and anzed.  When the rum sell-
er exhibits the hardened indiffererce to bhu-
man woo that might make a demon blush, it
exvites not even surprise.  Take two instan.
ces which we happened to notice in a daily
paper of the past week, not chosen because
they are anusual, but that we may note what
are the ordinary events of the trade.

A pnor women has five children dependent
upon hier exertions for support.  She toils by
day, and scarce rests by night, that sho ay
give them food and raiment.  She bas lhived
through the winter's bitter cold thus far; she
has not starved, nor have her little ones per-
ished with the cold—why, He only can tell
who hears the young ravens when they cry.
Her room is neatly stripped of furniture, but

1o say 15 a total abstamer, and is rising rapul- lit is not yer utterly Lare, although she bas a
wanting to keep him to his newly formed re-ly in lus business) exhorts um to avail himself ' drunkard for’a husband.  Another person—

the Temperance ranks  Alas? the appetite
has been so long fostered by indulgence, by
custom and habit, temptation is so frequent,
opyortumties are so_ plentiful, he cannot over-
come his tyrant.  Thwice has he vereed in the
horrors of delirium tremens—yel bis naturally
aood constitution resists 1t 3 and sull at long

g00d suit of clothes was furnished | of the certain retuge wineh 1s afforded him in la woman too—pliesher trade hard by, and

that trade is the sals of that by which this wo-
wan is made a worse thau widow. The daugh-
ter of sorrow goes to the den of the dustroy-
er—she entreats her to sell no more liguor to
her hushand ; she is pleading for his hfe, and
for her own, and for an immortal soul—but in
vaite  Is it not her business to make drunk-

wtervals there are times when he will work Tards—to widow wives—to orphan children,
well and converse soundly, and with singular tand to damn souls? Why then should she
acuteness, for us mind yet retains much of {stop? She may as welldoitas a comp titor
its vigor and intelligence. !m the trade !
It is too common a saving with regard 10! The busband cones tohis home. He needs
the practice of Total Abstinence—* It is well | the means to purchase that which will satisfy
enough for the drunkards””  Nay it not rath- ] the cravings of his appetite.  Thereis a car-
¢r be said—For the drunkardsit is almost ! pet yet upon the floor; it is borne off, andts
| tmpossible ?  rather let the men of moderati. Eprice goes intg 1'11‘0 hands of this woman in re-
on adopt it—there will then be no drunkards. | turn for rum.  The husband comes again 10
Whether the unbappy original of our portrait ! bis home.  With eager eye e scans the bare
will finally overcome the termble appetite | room as a famished pantber searclung for prey.

which1s cursing him, or that his body and Liutle is there for bim to take—yet there s
one article ; it is the quilt on his children’s
bed  Itis taken aud sold, and now he lies
drunk and beast-like on the floor of that wo-
man, in whose preket is the price of his ehild-
ren’s <helter from the cold winter's mght awr.

Take another case. It needssimply be stat-
cd:  Here are three boys, rom twelve to fil-
teen years of age. ‘They go toa rum shop,
and there are supplied with gin by a man, and
soon they are found bteastly drunk in the
streets—poisont-], body and soul, at that ten-
der age, by a fellow being.

It is nat easy 10 conceive of hard hearted-
ness more diabolical than that which is evine-.
cd hy such deeds as these— not acts committed
once npon the impulse of some whirlvind of
passion, but deeds hourly repeated, continu-
ously perpetratedas a calling for life, and
done 100 with the undisturbed quietness of an
honest traffic. Doesitnot stir the blood to
think that these svenes are 30 common that

mmd will sink beneath i, 1o add one more to
the list of its victims, 18 kncwn but to Him
who has taught us the solemn and carnest
prayer—

“Lead us not into temptation.”
— Weekly Record.

THE LIQUOR SELLER.

There s nothing more striking in connee.
tion with the retarling of ardent spirits than
the influence of the trade upon the sedler. It
may be that the traflie, by "its very nature,
calls for men atready hardened and “egrad-
cd, but tins will not account for the unparal
leled state of debasement of heart so common.
ly reached by the keepers of grog slmts It
must be that the habit of handing, day by day
and hour by hour to their thronging custo.
mers, the intoxicating draugbt, reacts upon
themselves, blunting in the seller not less

than in the buyer, those moral sensibilities

they scarce attract a moment’s attention—that



