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the accaslon arises.  The Gormans, accord
ingly, aim nt mising all ollicers to such a
standard of efficiency that the General in
command may be equally confident of being
well served at every poiut of the field under
bis control, and may be able to devoto his
atlenifon entirely to hLis special duties as the
commnnder of the whole Force. ‘T'he ofticer
commmnding.an Army Corps is only con.
cerned to give orders to lis Generals of
Division, and they in turn are only concerned
with the ofiicers immediately below them.
In Germinny, nides-de camp are not seen in-
cesgantly gillo, ing across the field with
orders and counter-oiders. Evch man knows
his place, and receives his oiders duectly
from those immedintely above him. Tins
system, which isavidently the idenl of man
ngensent, is, however, only. possible under a
rigorous nppreciation of those necessities of
nctive watlire of which we have already
spoken. Officers who are thus to be luft to
themselves on any emergency must be al-
wiys effiolont, ard for tlus purpose tiso con-
dittons are esseuntinl. ‘T'he first 18 that they
must e always studying their profession,
and qualifying themselves, step by step, for
the successive advances of responsibility
which may be thrcwn vpon them. ‘Ihis,
accordingly, our Currespondent descriies us
the cardinal principle ol the Prussinn Army.
‘The idea ot the nulitary profession being one
of .mere drill und hghting has been banished
by them {rom every rank. Drill is strict,
and extends, «8 our Correspondent has de-.
seribed, to so complete an imitstion of the
reaitty that rallying 18 pracused aund the
confusion of a C.valry mélée; but ntelfi-
gence, reflection, scientiic aud historical
knowledge ure «qually indispensable quathfi-
oations in nn officer.  This condition. h w
ever, could hardly be entforced witliout
another which tiespeaks still mute the atmo
sphere vt nctual service, An incompetent
ollicer is ruthlessly superseded. In our
peaceable atmosphere there is no end to the
remonstrances which are heard whenever an
cfficer has been debauired from some post to
which, in the natuial course of seniority, he
would havesucceeded. Mere seleciion was,
a e time ngo, declared on high authorisy
to be impracticable.  \What would be smid
among us 1o a system of * sentority tempered
by rej ction ¥ ‘That. however, 18 of necessity
the 1ule in time of war, and the Germaus,
with equal wisdom and jus ice, muke 1t the
rule, in what they regard as merely a timaof
prepuration for War, o! Peace. [t is some-
thing little short.of criminul to expose the
lives of hundreds and thousands ot men to
dunger rathier than hurt the feelings of a
single officer, and it 18 cruel to wait uil ac
tual War exposes his mefliciency. Germaun
officers consequently hiold their commissions
on us precaitous o tenure in Peace ason the
batuletield ; and every mn threcughout the
Army knows that if he would retnin tns place
he must qualify bimself-in accordanco with
the newest stundatd of wilitary knowledge.
Tho Geueral Stuff, at the head ot the whole
Foree, is enpaged, not merely in sustaining,
but in perpetuslly elevating this stundard.
lts members. nccumvlnte,. year by year, nil
new and old, intormation on the artand
practice of War, and it is their business to
see that there is not nn enterprise the Army
could be calted on .to'undertnke to morrow
for which the requisite information would
not be ready, . We have s germ of such a
Staft in our .recently created Intelligence
Departmient, but it is at present on the ten-
tative Peace scale of the-other parts of our
sdministrution.. o .
L las weil abint.our deficiency in points
like theso.should be foreibly urged vpon us.
However economical we. may deem it right

to be in the genoral scale of our armaments,
it is the most foolish persimony to grudge
expenditure on Departments which in nny
emergency are the motive and directing
power of the whole, If we dismuntle our
shipa, let us at lenst take caro that the ep-
gines do not tust. An Intelligence Depnrt
ment aud a thoroughly eflicient body of
ollicers cannot be created an the spur of a
critionl ocousion, nnd there is no reason why
in this respect we should be behind Prussin
and Germany. That portion «f our Forces
ut least may well imagine themselves always
at war nod be perpetually preparving for it,
while the compratively small numbers of
rauk and file which we maintain should be,
If possible, even more thuroughly excercised
thau the larger Forces of the Continent.
Wilh respect, hawever, to our military sys-
tens usa whola there are otherconsiderations
to ba taken into account. T'he reader witl
not fail to observe from oui Coiresg.onden's
letters some intitnation of the price the
Prussiaus and Germans in general pay for
bemg thus coustantly in military order. How
would our young meh like to be draughted
in:o the ratks by wholesale ‘or three yeare'
service for a pay of 9s. « muonth, from which
the Government deducts nearly 4s. for n
meagro ration ? Waat woulid the inbubitants
of our c.untry villages 8.y to having regt
mett8 and corps quartered on them nt the
pleasure of the mihitary suthorities 7 What
is the cost to a young doctor who, after
spending threo or four years in the study of
bis piofassion, hus to abandon it and sub-
miL 10 a year's 8e.vice n the ranks ? The
real coet of this system is not calculated.and
is, in fact, incalculable; butif it were seen
us distinctly as it must sooner or later be
felt in Germany, the tirst senument of ad
miration inspired by the mere nulitary spec
tacle would be considerably qualified. The
Germons, we are told, cannot underataud
our systens of subjeciing the Army tocivilian
contrul,  ‘the proper reply is that we, in
our (urg, cannot understand their content-
mont with n systemy wlich suljeots the
whole population to milite:y control.  From
amerely wilitary potut of view there may be
much to be sid agminst our hybiid organi-
z.tion ; but the difference Letween ourselves
oud the Prussisps is that ne refuse to regard
this mitter from an exclusively military
point of view, The Sccretury for War is
sunyly the embodiment of our conviction
that the Armny, like all other branches of
the national life, must be controlied by the
Legislature, with due regard to the rights of
other branches and of the whole natiun. To
borrow the 1,ustration our ciriespondent
quotes, we thu, k it necessary 10 do with the
Army what the Prussiaus just now think it
necessary to do with the Church. Wo ace
knowledge that we huve wuch 10 learn from
the P.ussians in military matters, but the
day perhaps will come when they will recog
nize (hit they may learn something from us
1n civil matters, A nation caunut perma.
uently be transformed into un army.”

Exoaraxp hias to thank its late Government
for the lollowing complications—* The Indi-
cature Bill" of which Lord Chicf Justic Cock.
BORN snys, it is probable the legal protes-
sion will understand the mode of procedure
in a fiw years— the Reconstruction of the
Navy with the result that no ono knows
what the naval strength of the country or its
resources really and truly are, and of which a
lcad:ng Journal spesking on this wise:

¢ Lhe Pall Mall Gazelle, after remarking
that no single authority, except pechsps the

Admiralty officinls past or present, will
undertako to say that our ships are even ap-
proximately what they ough to be, eithier ns
reg rds numbersor efficiency or equipment,
goes on to obzerve there wasa time when it
would have been necessary to prove to the
tnxpayer that he would be acting wiscly in
providing additional money for naval pur-
poses, and the process would have lieen
rendered needlessly hard by tho fiults of
our system of taxstion. Tloso {aults have
now been remc.ed. Without attiibuting
absolute perfection to our fiscal arrnge-
wents, it is but fair to say that they do not
cripple any consideinble industry or harass
any mmportant interest or bear harshly on
any large class of persons. With the f.ults
of the system have disuppeared, ns wo be-
lieve, all traces of unwillingness to bearren
son ible burdens for great public ends, Thero
is no longer any need, therefore, to insist
upon the prudence of in-uring ngainst futuro
risks or upon the folly of spending ten nul
linns annually in making our navy some:
ling less than elicient, and withholding the
extra million or two which would make it
genuinely cflicient. The persons who have
to be convinced on this point are the Gav.
ernment of the day. No matter which party
is in power, there seeius to be an equal dis.
like to spend money upon the highest onject
on which Euglish mouey can Lo sp.nt—the
wmaking England safe at home sud dreaded
abroad, ‘The Liberals have fallen into the
havit of making economy the lirst quality of
statesmnuship. The Conservatives, whodo
1.0t particularly care for econumy for itsown
suke, are terribly afraid of uying themseives
open to the charge of disregarding it.  Will
not the Government try the experiment of
telling the country pisinly what are the
shortcorungs that inust he supplied in order
to make :he navy efticient ; how much money
it will take to supply them, and by what
means it is proposed to raise that money?
Ve feel sure that the assent to such aun aps
poal would be unmistakeable. No Qpposi-
tion would t-ke the responsibility ot over-
throwing u Government whose only sin was
that they had frankly revealed the weakness
of the country, and asked to be allowed -to
make it strotg.  Even if the assent imposed
a heavy adduiounl burden upon the com-
wunity we shall still be quiteut enseas to
its being given; but as u matter of fact
thicre is not the 'east reason to iwagine that
the turden imposed would be hewvy. Iron
clads sre not bailt in & day, and, however
large wmight be the necessary additions to
the fleet, the cost of them must necess rily
be sprend over several years, In sl proba.
bility the natural iucre.se of the revenue
during that period would be fully sullicient
to deiray the whole of the increused outlay.
Eogland would reguin hier old position on the
seus without either new tuxes or new loans.”

"lo this 13 to be added the Re-organisaticn
of the army which was Aeroically effected
with euch a total disregard of personal and
public interest as to compel another lead
ing Jouraal to give utterance to the follow:
ing:

* The Morning Postobserves that of ull the
measures propused nod intended apparently
1o be carried 1at0 effect by the lute-Minister
of War, by fur the most important, ns re-
gards the practical workingol the admy, was
the plun o! relieving regunents on loreign’
service by their linked battalions from-howe,
and of mmuintwining them while abroad by
drafts from thoss battahions and from .the
brigado depots, which were to bo common
to both corps., Among other prospective
advantages, it wasasserted by thepromoters



