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covered by that splendid charge would have
been thus permanently held, the guns se-
cured, and a saliient point 800 yards in ad-
vance, and on a crestin the centre of the
énemy’s position, gained. The Mounted
Rifiemen thus thrown forward could have
been reinforced, in less than ten minutes,
by their own infantry, and in the meantime
the returning Cuirassiers and Uhlans, retir-
ing round both flanks under cover of their
fire, and reforming as second line behind
them in security, would have been an inter-
mediate support. Their heavy losses in re
treat, principally sustained from rifle fire,
would have been avoided.

** Again supposing one half the 12,000
German cavalry present, or about the num-
ber that played acomparatively passive part
bad been employed, in dismounted action,
against Bazaine's weak point, between the
Bois des Ognons and the Bois de'vaux,
above Gorge, and threatening his commu-
nication with Metz, i3 it not probable- that
they would have brought his forward march
to a standstill just as effectually and at half
the loss of life, as by the fearfully costly
charges made on his front ?

‘* I do not presuma to put forward these
questions as any speculative opinions of my
own ; but having had the advantage of dis

cussing the subject, on the ground itseif .

and just after the battle, with General She-
ridan—an eye witness of the fight, and cer-
tainly the greatest living authority as to
what Mounted Riflemen can do—I think it
right to make public the conclusions he
formed on the spot, only wishing that I
could express them as forcibly or as lucidly
a8 he did These are questions that are oc-
cupying some of the keenest and most prac
tical minds in the German Army at this mo-
ment. The opinion seems universal that an
intermediate arm to act as above indicated
in combination with cavalry, is a technical
necessity to be brought on by breech-loading
fire,

* Though the German Iorse, in the com
plete demoralization after Weerth, were able
to ride all over the country, a few Uhlans
accepting the submission of large cities like
Nancy, and carrying terror everywhere, as
soon as the Franc-Tireur movement became
serious, this was stopped short at once. Un-
der a little rifle fire from woods and hadges
this free riding was paralyzed ; no cavalry
patrol could move without some Jagers, ge-
herally in a cart, to take care of it. Uhlans
and even Cuirassiers felt themselves at a
disadvantage, and armed themselves with
the Chassepot-whenever they could. The
inference from this impulse of sell preser-
Vation is a safer guide than any tactical the-
ory.

 The disasters of the splendid French ca-
Valry further point the moral of the help-

essness of he arme blanche against breech
oaders. Their magnificent Cuirassiers,
hl:ave and devoted as in the best days of the
irst Empire, were destroyed in headlong
charges against infantry, without the slight-
€8t result. ‘The Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 8th, and
9th Regiments of that arm at Woorth ; the
5th and 6th at Mouaon on the 20th of Aug
ust; the Cuirassiers of the Guard at Vion-
Yille, or nine out of their eleven Cuirassior
egiments, were literally thrown away, in
opeless efforts under a false tactical system
0 the snme way the brigade composcd of
the Ist, 3rd, and 4th Chasseurs d’Afiique
Were annihiliated at Sedan, without even
reaking through the infantry whom they
arged. The German fire partly of skir
Mishers, partly delivered in line, destroyed
‘them at 150 yards. Only o few individuals
ever reached tne bayonets, there to be shot

down or captured. ITow invaluable to
France might have Leen even this gna bri
gade alone, which carried a long rifle and
had been trained to fight on foot, if it could
have survived to be used agaiust the long
German lines of communication in Nov. and
Dec. By that time the French cavalry no
longer existed. What even might 2,000
horsemen have effected if handled as Sheri-
dan or Stuart, of Confederate fame. would
have used them, when the siege train was
on its slow way to Paris? [How would it
have fared with the rails and tunnels of the
long miles to the frontier if the French had
read the teachings of the Americin War as
to cavalry aright?

“ To look in another direction Russia has
thoroughly adopted the Mounted Rifle idea.
The Cossacks of the Imperial Guard were
told, after a great review some twelve
months ago, that they were henceforth to
carry arifle and work on foot. Already 42,
000 breech'loaders has been issued to the
Cossacks. Let it be remembered that Rus-
sin possesses over 200,000 of those light
horsemen. When next we meet them. be
it in Affghanistan or on the Danube, it will
be as carefully trained Mounted Infantry
that their excellent qualities will be util-

ized. .

4 For us this question is of more import-
ance than to any other nation. Could we
put 6,000 sabresin the field? And where
are our cavalry reserves, of men or of hor.es
for this handful ?  All the more urgent that
we should not throw away a single mw or
horse whom we cannot replace,by adherence
to an exploded practical theory. 1f we had
72,000 cavalry like Germany it would be dif-
ferent. Lastly this is the only way to bring
out the real value of our Yeomanry. No
country in the world is so suited as England
for dismounted rifle action,because no other
has such features of ground, where ut every
mile you find a crest on which riflemen can
act in position under cover, while their hor-
ses are sheltered, close at hand, to the next
hollow. The ¥eomanry are coming out this
year, Why should not a beginning be
made with them? We have now an offi-
cer at the Horse Guards, better qualified
than anyone else to give the details. Colo-
nel Jenyns, C. B, Assistant Adjutant Giene-
neral, late 13th Hussars, trained his whole
regiment to act in this way in Canada, i
1867-68."”
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The Times has the following remarks upon
the above :—

A question of much interest and no slight
importance to our military organization will
be found discussed by an able correspondent
in our Outer Sheet this morning. A first
glance at the subject might well induce a
non professional reader to think the prob-
lem an easy one, but it requires an exact
and peculiar discrimination of objects and
duties to place the matter in its proper
light, Briefly stated, the question is, low

to provide our Army with Mounted Rifle
men ? Now, as we have already some thou-

sands of mounted troops under the uwme of
Cavalry, what, it may be asked, is needed
beyond providing those troops with rifles?
To this answer is that as cavalry they would
be spoilt by the process, and would not be
Mounted Riflemen after all ; horse soldiers
and foot soldiers fight with different arms,
are differently trained, and acquire different
ideas of action. A man taught to use a rifle
and to rely upon it would no longer be com*

petent to make good use of a lance or a

sabre ; 8o that while we should not get our
Mounted Rifloamen we should lose our Hus.
sars. Cavalry as snch, will be wanted in fu.
ture wars as much as ever, and the proper
efficiency of that branch of the service must
not be impaired-  Then, why not put infan-
try on horseback ? That nodoubt, is what
in some way or other should be done; but
this expedient nlso is attended with diffi*
culty. Mountel Infantry are exceedingly
apt to degenerate into indifferent cavalry.
There is & strong, almost irresistable ten-
dency in that direction, and a good foot sol-
dier would assuredly endeavor to become
moreor less of a Dragoon. We cannot,how:
ever afford to damage our infantry. They
must still be what they are, only, if practio
able, with the means of moving more rapidly
from one point to another.

By this time perhtps, the nature of the
problem will be a little clearer. It is not
required totrain cavalry to fight on foot with
the arms of foot soldiers,for that would only
be spoiling them for their own work without
obtaining from them any good wark of ano-
ther kind, Neither 18 it sought to teach in-
fantry to fight on horseback ; for that, as
we have said would be to the detriment of
their proper discipline and duty. The ob-
ject is simply to constitute some method of
rapid locomotion for the ordinary marching
power of troops. Napoleon, it was said won
his battles nas much by the legs as by the
arms of his soldiers, and the object is now
to provide as it were, our soldiers with arti*
ficial legs, 80 as to enable them to keep up
with cavalry apd artillery. 1t is not neces-
sary Lo orginize any great numerical force
for this purpose. A few companies of in-
fantry available for such duties at the pro
per time would often be sufficient, and it
will probably occur to the rgader that there
is an alternative which would secure the ob-
jert in view wjthout even exposing the
troops Lo the {a@fiptations of equestrian ser
vice. During the Fenian outbreak in Ire
land soldiers were commonly carried on the
jaunting cars of that country, and so moved
about from place to place at twice their
usual marching speed without fatigue or in*
conveniino:.  Why, then, sheuld not a com-
pany or two of *‘ carmen ’’ be organized in
conjunction with Mounted Riflemen? Com-
modious cars might soon be provided from
our carringe departments, and a couple ot

orses well managed, would tako a load of
eight men, with their arms and ammunition
over a considerable distance, It is not sup
posed, apparently, that, cars should be ‘ex:
clusively employed. They would, on the
contrary, be attended by a certain percent-
age of horsemen, but all the troops would
dismount and act together.

- In an glgborate memorandum on the sub
ject whigh has been prepared for submission
to our military authorities, soma curious
suggestions are made towards ueutralizing
the solutions of cavalry drill wnd practice.
The men selected for the new tr.ining are
on no account to be allowed the use of ~purs,
or inileed, any article of cavalry attire, ex:
co L loggings. They must invariably dis’
wount to ight, avd smplay thair horses for
riding only. ‘They must he selected from

infantry regiments, or if from other bran:
ches of the service, the candidates must
have previously joined some infantry regit
ments for a period of three.months and
gone through a course of musketry instruc
tion. The latter stipulation conveys, in fact
the essence of the whole problem. In real’
ity, the term * Mounted Riflomen " no lon*
ger oarries the meaning which it bad thirly
years ago. All oyr soldiers—that is to 8ay,
all our foot soldiers—are now Riflemen alike




