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No. Il.
In ilie catacainbs thora are tîsousande ai inscri p-

tiens on tombe and pictarial roprosentations that are
most hiUlhly aignificant. Ono foature that is pro.
minant te that of hope and jay. Thora wvas tha
absence ai crosses and crucifixas. Thora is said not
to bo a single rapresontation oi crucifixion. Christ iii
nover roprosentad in a ropuleivo aspect, but with a
sniid and winning ox pression af face. Dean Stanley
,writeiz: "The inournfui ambiome whichi belong ta
nearly ail the inter agos of Christianity ara wanting
in ai moat ail the cataconiba. Thara ia neithar
the cross ai the fifth or sixth century, nor tha crucifix
or crucifixion ai tho twelfth or thirteenth, nor tiha
tortures or martyrdoms af tho soenteenth îàor tihe
ekeletons ai the fiiteenth, nor the deathls bends of tho
eighteonth. Theo are instead ivreathes ai roses.
wsnged genii, eilîdren piaying. This is the general
ornamentatian. It is a variation nlot noticed in
ordinary ecclesiaatical history, but iL is thora." The
artistic reprezentation af Scriptura scenes was very
prominent. The good shepiserd was a favorite figure.
That ia tho primitive conception af the Fundor uf
Christniy It la the very reverse ai that des pontd-

ing, foreoi ing, wailing cry. that we have often hieard
in ater daye, as if Hie religion were going ta dia out
ai the world,'as if Ho wera saine <lethroned prince,
whose cause was ta be chorishcd aniy by the reactian-
Try, losing, vanquis.ied parties af the worid or churcb.
Th popular conception ai Hum in the early Churcli

wae the strong, the jayaus9 yoLth, ai eternial growth,
ai immartal grace. rha vine was another panent
figure. There was ana idea that this ivas Pdoptnedata
euggcat, whi ût was the joavoue and fesqtiva charJeter ai
the Christian i:i. The Fhat ai Tabernacles in the
Jewish Church, was the most festive occasion of the
year, when they gathered iu the fruit ai tha vineyard,
which was such an important article aifod IL
remnded tise peaple ai Christ the source ai spiritual
lueo and fruit, according ta tha beautiful parablo
spoken by Hituseli.

The epitaphs abounded with beautiful and simple
expressions ai Chîristian feeling and lueé. I give a fow
axamples. "F'aithiful servant of God," *' A lîoly
worshipper ai God," "'An amiable aud holy parsop."
"Sweet and innocent soul," IlFriend oî men,
"Friend ai all and enemy ai nana," "l My most swveet

child," 'l by most sweet wiie." IlMy moat dear
husband," IIMy innocent dove," "Lived together with-
out ussy compluint or quarrel, without taking or
g*vin offenca," "'A laver ai the poor,"* A min
worthy ta be remembered wviti hanor."

Ta distinctive foatures ai Ronianism, fluîd noa
suprt in tho catacombs. Thora its dlaims to anti-

quity faIl ta the grouud. Thera is no purgatary there.
21Hate rest3," "«Ha went ta God," IlIn peace," ara
cosunson words on the tombe. Thora is no representa-
tian ai the Virgin Mar- in the popish sortes. Mr.
Wharton Marriott thoroughly examined ail tha
specimenb ai carly art in the catacombs lu which a
Madonna might bo found if such axistod, but did not
find ana. He writees '-Of ail tho pictures in tho
catacombs, the date afi which can bo reiorred ta the
firet four centuries ai aur ara, thora is nlot ana in
which the Vir&in la rapresanted which is nlot pureiy
Scriptural lu iLs character." Thora is no woahip ai
saints or dead men thero. This accorda with the
avowed repudiation ai the primitive fathars ai the
warship ai the dead. The eiders ai Smyrna wrota,
Il We worahip tho Son ofiGod, but the M1,artyrs wo only
love." Says Augustine, " Wa sacrifice nlot ta
martyrs, bath thairs and aura ; nar la aur raligion the
woathip ai dead mon." Chrysostomn enys, IlIt is tho
dovil who huns introduced this homage, ai ngels."
Thora is no reconition ai tho Rarnish muiss in the
catacombe. In a word, Rame underground in tho
catacombsaund aboya ground rs iL nawv appears are
two distinct worlde.

The catacombe furnish a poweriui argument
againet ppy.Thoso are historical and furnish a
striing lightfrïoi th.i. dark recases on the doctrine,

worshlp, organization, and Christian lii. lu ganeral o
the cary ciîurch. Dean Stanley truiy writea: IlWiiat
insighit into the famillar feelings and thaughts ai the
primiitive ago8 ai tho ehurch eau bo camparod wlth
tuit afforded by tha Roman catacombe ? Hurdiy
no)ticedl U Gibbon or M1osiieim, thoy yat give a like-
node af those eariy timos beyond tbat derlved from,
any written authanity un which %Aibbou ;.nd Moshaima
repose. Tisa ubjecte ai the painting and sculpture
place beforo us tha exact ideas with which the first
Christians wore familiar; thay rcrnind us, b y whnt
thoy dlu nat contuin, of tho ideas with which the firet
Cliristians wera flot fausiliar. Ha vrho is tlioroughly
etcaped in the imager y ai the catucomba ivili bo
sienror tho thou glit ai the eariy church tban ha whio
has iearnc(l by heart the inost ca borata treatise aven
ai Tertulliau or ai Origen."

Tits wva ara having rcstored a bast chapter in
ciîurch history. This tbrowe a flood af iht ait
primitive Chrîetianity. It shows hiow many fouLures
ai paguniein liava been introduced under tho Chîlatian
naine. The historiait and ecclesiastie, have gener-
ailly lot siglit of the important dapartusent ai history.
Gibbon, «Mosheim, Giesior, Neander, and Milman,
ecarcoly alludo ta this. Dr. Scaff in his churcli hiatory
le a mnrked exception, ne ha gives a large chapter on
the subject. At the present timo wben thora je such a
tendency to ritualisus, the subject ehauld ho studicd,
and grout pains taken to sproad kuoiwlodga rating ta
it through the religiaus proseaund otherwise. Al
missisters 8hould giva much attention ta it.

Reminiscences of a Scottish
Country Par ish.

DY ASN ocToGENÂUIAS.
NO. XVIII.-STTE OF INTELLIGENCI.

For ther Ravi,,.
At the timo ta which wa rafar generul intelligence

on subjecta beyond thoir owu immediate calling couid
hardly bha suid ta bava charactarized the people of tho
parish. As a body they woe nlot a reading people,
and books ai general information wara nat cammon.
Lator an an attampt waa made te farmi a pariah
ihrury ta whuich wa contributed tieversîl volumes fromt
aur limitcd store; but at the period ira are describing
thora was no such institution. A woekly nesîcpapor,
pubiislscd in the county tain, wus aimoat the aniy
ana that cama ta the parish, and that lu limited
axumbers, one capy servsng a number ai rendors. It
nas the îractica for a number irithin a certain district

ta club together, and get a paper amang thein, eaeh
haiing bis uwu day, and paying hia share ofithe coat.
Iu thut wuy, ana paper served a counitry side. Naws
ut that Lima travailled siaîly, railways, aud tls-
graphs, had not beau dreasned ai and "tho record ai
avents taking place in different parts ai the wvorld ana
day, couid not then ha read ut the breakfast tabla next
xnarning. WVhat changes these saventy years hava
bruught abouti1 To heur frum Londau would tuka a
nants, and iL coat about fifteen cents ta geL a latter
fron the city nlot thirty miles distant. Thea nais-
paper itsclf was taxed, avcry copy sent out, lsad ta pay
a tax ai ona penny ta tho revenue, and iL was con-
8idered a boon wiheu the weokly paper could bo hnd
for ten dollars ay car.

WVhen knowiedga iras taied it noed net be
wondered that ganeral intelligence was nlot a char-
acteristie ai the timcs. Neithier wore the books that
ivere ta be sean lu theo kies and on the iudai sis ai
the mmrr kitchens ai a kind ta improve the nsind.
ISimple John, and bis twelve misiortunas," 'Tse

-%visa men ai Gothan," IlThrummy Cap," IlJamie
Fleming the Laird ai 'Udny's feol,"l iero the usual
suppiy, lu addition ta boaks ai sangs and ballade,
purchusod froin travelling chaninen or bought ut the
yeurly markets, such w9re the literary stores ofimany
a houeoid. Nor did tho conversation round the
fira lu the long winter forenighis, tend ta tho mental
inîprovoment ai tho bearore, for these iargely partaok
ai the supernaturul, and narvellous, and the heliif in
wilccheslaries and hepies bad not ontiroly disappcatrod.
To doubt tho existence ai such would have beau
regarded by uiinre ai the aid people wlth whom we


