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The Marriage Law.

T H reortadotednt he eetngof the Toronto

the Marriage Law was timely, and nowv that public
attention bas been dire.zted to the subjcct by an
authoritative and responsible body such as the Minis-
tersai Association il is to be hoped that the thoughtful
elernent of the community %vil) persevere until the
desired changes shall have been effected. The twvo
points raised prominently by the report are the grant-
ing of licenses and the registration of marriages, bothi
points of great thougli not of the grcatest importance
in connection with the sacred ceremony. A resolution
wili, we understand, be presented to the Ontario
Government in line wih the views approved of by the
Association. It may be pointed out that in the matter
of granting of ficenses, the persons empowvered ta do so
arc as a rule of unquestionable respcctability notwith-
standing the difficulty in making selections, arising
from party exigencies and pressure. There seems ta
be lit to complain of on the score of the suitabilitv
of;a$pointecs for the duties of the office, but the lawv
which they adaiinister is defective in some respects
-ind oughit to bc aniendcd. It is of much importance
also, that the responsibility of the minister perforniing
the cercmony should bc made as clear as possible in
questions arising from flaws in the license, and such
inatters. WVe -tre net awvare of the nature of the
reforms to be urged in the registration of marriages,
but are perfectly famuliar with some of tht loose joints
in the presenit machinery.

While the ministers are petitioning Governnient
for the necessary nad desirable amendments to the
civil code, thcy do not forget the great importance of
instructing their people in the sacred character of the
mnrriagc tic, its obligations and responsibilities. The
sanctity of marriage and o! the family and the
reverence -vhich should characterize the younig-these
subjects arc pre.eminently suitable for the pastor-
preacher and their exposition wvas never more necded
than at the prescrit day.

On the Alea-t.
Quictly, and prcsumably the morte efTectively

because quielly, the friends of a quiet and orderly
Sabbath in Toronto arc wvatchig the Sundiy car
situation, preparing for any emnergency that may bc
sprung upon theni. On Saturday evening a meeting
wvas held at the rcsidence o! ont of the trustiest friends
of the cause, Mr. S. C. Duncan Clark, a veteran in
goc'd work. The result o! the meeting bas been that
steps wvill bc taken wsth a view ta mcct an appeal Io
the people should such be takien by the Sunday car
party. rhat a vote may bc demandcd is flot unlikely
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and il behoves tisose concerned te be on the alert.
The churches have in the past found the wvorking-

men on the wvhole, to be alive to their own especial1
intcrests, and to have given their support against the
proposed innovation. The worlcingmen as well as
others will find food for thought in the following figures
given by Uie Workingmen's Lord's Day Rcst Associ-
ation, London. Tht statement points out that the
wvorkingmen actively engaged in defeating tht Hobhouse
Bill for opening places of amusement on Sunday; il
draivs attention to the memorial From 734 people
engaged in theatres, against any modification of the
Sabbath Law wvhich secures to thern a day of rest. The
argument used so presistently here that the worlcingmen
should be provided with means to take Ihim to the parks
and gardens is disposed of by the Association's figures
which show that the attendance ah the open museuins
and gardens in London is decreasing as the novelihy
wcars off. [n twenty two a.owns wvhere museunis and
reading-rooms have been experimentally opened on
Sundays orders have been given to close them again;
the experi ment having proved n failure. Parliamentary
rcturns shoiv that while in 1867 OUt Of 25,902 postmen,
only 4,491a rcsted on the Lord's Day, in 1894 , Out Of
136,.147 postal employees, 95,175 rested on that day.
The Society had 452 sermnons preaclied on ils behaif
during the past year, in addition to seventy fave lectures
and meetings. There have been 167,000 publications,
and 42,000 postal packets and parcels of literature
distributed.

Such a record is inspiring, and ic working men of
Toronto bave in il an oblect lesson o! the.niost practical
character. Let no apathy corne over the people and
there xvill bc little ho fear from the onslaughhs of the
enemy of the Lord's Day.

A Futile Task.
A recent issue of the Neto York Itidep[cit:1L contains

an editorial word for Canada on the Monroe doctrine,
%vhich elic'tes a passing rcmark on account o! its
we.-kne-s-an untisual quality in an utterance by our
prince of contemporarie.. Thte weakness consists in
ils attempt ho explain away President Clevelands
message. IlThere wvas " says tht Independent, "lin
the President's message flot a particle of hostility te
Great Brita-in.* ,%gain «ICanadians also greatly mis-
apprebend the prevalent American sentiment. Thty
seeni te suppose that the overwilelmsng deternîination
te mainamn the Monroe Doctrine is an expression o!
hostility to Great Britain. Nothing could bc further
from the case," etc. The versatility of Mr. Gladstone
drcw a lamous tribute fromi Palmerston once. Wi'.hen
Grirabaldi visited London a certain countess [cll in love
with him and lier infatuation becamne the theme o!
socacty talki. Palmerston pretended ta regard tht
incident as fortursate to Garabaldi, thte cotinhess being
a poncrrui political force, Il But"' remarked a friend
"Garabaldi is married; hcbas awifc alreadyv." «'<Oh,"

replied the statesman, Il<that dots net malter. Wc7ll
send Gladstone tu explain ber away- Tht Indépeii-
dent) has undertaken a ta*k as dificult and futie as
Palmerston plhiyfully suggested. Tite ['est element in
the United States, thanks te tht churches and religious
press assertcd itself, but tht rage of the controlling
rabblc w'.as bard for Canada to endure. 17here is no
manner of doulit that a, friendly feeling ta Canada exists
in rnany quarters in the United States, but when war
was in the air Canada was made tht objective point of
United States attack, and although the delirium %'sas
brie! it had an unmnistakable rin& of trtith ini it. The


