
CONCERNING ORDINATIO'N.

Every subject should, of course, ho studicd frein a christian and scriptural,
net a critical and sceptical point of vicw; and an irrevocable principle c mtade
to submiit evcry doubt and argument te, the tribunal of Scripture, and te waako
every autherity subserviont te its interprotatien. It ia more inf:'llible chan
cither the Pope or Colense.

The class sheuld meet in a separato reem if possible, haif an heur heore
clic sehiuol: our chiss once oceupied the front pews of Zion Cliurch in thc
afternion.. The subjeet for study should bo rend frein the pulpit, or postcd
up conspieuously, the Sabbathi preccding. A few brief essaye of five minutes

cadi~~~ ontesbete td, îniight precede the lesson. The Nclass nîiglit
adjouirn te close with the Sabbatlî school.

.ie prirîciple should ho indoctrinated in the sehool, that thc preper dcvelop.
tuent ofthei sehiolar is frein the school te, the Bible cînes.

1 think tîtat the permianent succeas of Bible classes, especially in towns and
chties, depends upon thecir distinction froin the Sabbatx Sehool, or any otiier
inissionary or congregational work of the church. Once they are assiinîilated,
the clarSs ]oses iLs intcrest fer young mien; for tliere's ne use mincingr the
ihat tcr;-young nen do net like te attend a class for presupposcd study, and
find thcamselvcs victiîns te prcaching, without a chance te ask a question or
ho cîîlighlteticd upon a difficuit peint. If a clasa could attract seliolars arid
eceate rnterest by simple existence there would ho ne need of reformi; but
when you have te icet recruits lialf-way, and coniciliate indifference and
eppostîcît-for titis is the material niest needing culture-it cannot bc all
insigni1icant work te erganize the Bible class upon a systetu of interest zis
wcll as usefulness, that would be more attractive.

Montreal, April, 1868. W. G. B.

COiNCERNING ORDINATION.
BY WILLIAM WYE SMI1TII.

The next position I have te, uphold, cencerning what may be called the
miner polities of thc chiurch, is that Ilthe cerernony of ordination only ratifici
and comiplotes, but in newise extends or enlarges the office or the powcrs in-
tcndcd teo c onveyed by the eleetion." There is a radical differcee betwceol
the saeramentalists and other people, on the subjeet of ordiination. With the
foi-mer, ordination is the investing certain persons with a certain si citas anîd
character, and the cenferring of certain spiritual powers and privileges, by per-
sons who, are theniselves cenîpetent te, do se, upen the persons se, ordained.
WMith ether and plainer people, ordination is the publiely installing a person
in the office, te which ho has been already elected, and by the saine authority
ai; the election. Te mensure therefore, the giftq, privileges or status, obtained
or enjoyed by tho ordaincd, we must, under the latter system, look te the
elqetion; te, the intention with which the electien was mnade, and fe thc
parties making tho election. And here lot me promise that 1 do net intend
te rea.son about "ministers.> The terni is vague nnd gencral. WXe shall
drop the terni when reasoning about the officers of a christian church. These
are of twe classes, bishops (sometimes aise, called pasters and eiders) and
deacons. l'iinisters there ma 'y ho many, 'without office or rule in the chureh.
Joshua was Moses' zuinister, and John Mark was minister te Paul and -Bar-
nabas (Josh. i. ; Acte xiii.,), and .Apollos was a minister (1 Cor. iii.,), thoug-h
hoe was probably neyer ia the pastoral office. A minister is a servant; and as


