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ENGLISU VS. XETRIO.

.dîtor of flic Canadiait Journil tif F;îblrics--
Sir,-Iil your ediforial, eîititled l hie Comiiig Systeni Of
uciglits aiîd lýIc.sures," you tacîtly aissumne tliat flic ietrie
ie flc"cotiiîîg" systean. Thiis asbcrtioniî I frequeiitly madle.

liii so far 1 have failed to ibid any cvidence to support flic
tî;siiiîp)tioni. flecnuse a few autocratic govcrnineits iii Europe

ihave in thc past liuindrcd ycars forccd tîteir subjects to use
thec Mcltric Systeaîî in ftic stores and rnarket places, if by no
meînus !ollows tlîat titis systcmi is fa become tlic worid's
stan<lard.

In nîany industrie-., îîotablv textile nianufacturiiîg. tilt it-
:înpt fa drive ouf flic aid and drive iii the mectric standcards
lias !ailcd iîiiserably, eveit iii France. TIhis is truc 330f oily
ut f lie sill, but also iii thc coffoît, woolcn. worsted, lincît,
lîenip aîîd jute industries. I do nof ask you f0 acccpf f bis on
îiiy autiuarity. You can find the proof in cvery Continiental
textile book and journtal aîîd in the proccedings of the Paris
Mfetric Yarn Congress« of igoo, tvhere- flic members picturcd
the prescrit Continîental chaos ini unmibfakablc tcrms.

You refer to this caîîgress as follows:

At thec recent International Congress. at Paris, hcld
ta praniate a universal standard of. yarn counts, if was
agreed by the British representatives that sueh a uni-
.vcrsai systern shouid be in nietric ternis and fia other.

The fact is that the fwo Engiish reprcsentativcs werc sent
ta the cangress wifh instructiGns not ta parficipate in flic
praceedings nor ta commit the Englisit Govcrnment in any
uvay, but niereiy ta listen, observe and report

Further on yau say:

Considee.ng fthc conservatism ai Britisi manufac-
fttrers, the repart of thie Yarn Congress, referred to, is
a striking testimnony in favar o! the Metric Systeni.

That stfemnent is rather amiusing. That cangrcss. wvitlt

tlhc exception of thest twa Englisli represenfatives. was corn-
poscd almost enfirely o! meinhers; from the Continent, lite

cangress did nc'l represent nor profess.to represent Britisht1
opinian in ftic sightest degree.

The thirty attestions you refer fO werc Praposed by fthc

American Chamber of Commerce. ant Paris, which is stronzlv
pro-metrie. and answered by tlie Socicte des Tnizenicurs Civils

de France. which is stili mare strongbi pro-metric. 1 askc Y01
to publish bath questions and answcrs ta show Yotur rtaders
flic damaginsr admissions thcv corîfain rcgarding flic fallacy
oi flic met rie contention.

1 ask yeu ta note ctrc!ully the failowing statemients front
met rie sources as ta the present conditions ai textile wcightts
and. measuire-s on the Continent af Europe. more th.n a cen-
txtry aiter thlic Metric Systeni vas feunded:

M. Lamaitier, l'induistrie Textile. Pari,. Octolier,
1902: Ah! These Americans aire flot conideraite of aur
Feelings and tliey airc riglif. Wc airc as mucli in the
anarchy ai wecights and mieasures for the textile industry
as nt tlic filme ai tlic Rcvoiuf ion, for we have the denier
af Montpelicr and of ia for silhk. îifbt the aine as a1
unit of length.

M. Vamoiticr, l'Indlustrie Textile. Paris. October,
1902: it (a new met rie lam). would put a stop to tlic
chaos whicli ftic Americans ridicule. * * * In slitnut
(this for-thec Cliauvinists and cansequently for aIl of us).
they would not ridicule us any mare. It is not pleasant
ta bce thus continually ridiculc.d by foreigners. especi-
ally when tlicy have reasan foi doinZ 50.

1%.T. Lailloitier, I'Inluistî me '*lîxtile. Paris. Oct',el,
i902: And wlint 1o we fibid lIerc? *rllc yarnl cauntlit i flic
Dortil of Fra.c. i% t icngtli andI iii tic centre a weighit.
What is more, if ik a weiglit tiîr organzinc andi alcmigtli
for oraî,ii %%se!I~ill tahc mly oatli that flic inanu
facturer u4 Roucen. if lit 1iaà Snt studied cachi section
scîîarately. lias îîo idca vliat ks tilt standard of Reiîîîs
or the denier of Lyuiîs or Mlilan. And un the otiier hannd
tlic miantifacturers of Reims and Lyons arc likcwise puzzled
hà nîaking comparisolis oflflic diverse nîî,îîbCril»g. af flic
diverse mantcrials.

M. Desire à,elville. Paris 'zIctric Y'aril Conigrcssç,
1900: WC 10) hope itonw bîîrdcîîs wiII bc iniposcd on flic
industry (voolen). buit if WC look flic -facts in tlic facc
we will flnd flint notwitlistaiîding flie decec of î8io, and1
in spite of flic serions effort-, put forth by flic industrial
societies by rnany districts, we still have thic ancient units
of weiglits ani nîcastires, and wc scnrcely eonipreliend
each other whcn vie talk of spinning at Rcims, Roubnix,
Elbeuf, Sedan or Vienne, wlicre thc sl<cin still inecasurcs
1.420, 710, 3,600, or 1,s00 metres.

M%. Lamoitier, l'Industrie 'rextile, Paris, October,
3902: After liaving cstablishied the Metric Systemn is it
îlot truly ridiculous that marc than iio years Inter we
should 'be sf111 using the English yard, the aid or Frcnchi
Pound, the denier o! Montpelicr or of Milan, tlie ancient
aune. the many different sk-eins, etc.?

M. Lamoitier, l'Industrie Textile. Paris, Octobcr,
iga2: And this is the reason wvli> thecy are riglit ini mock-
ing us when they say tvc do flot use the 'Metric Systcm
for nu'mbering yarn and for wveaving caleulations. Nothing
iq more arbitrary than to reekon the yarn by tlic thousand
matres and the width of ilhe cioth ani the picks of tlic f61-
ing by flic inch. It is nonsense anti a derision: Note also
that whilc 1 spcnk hecre only of France, 1 could sny as
mucli ai ail Europe.

IL Bouchcr-Feycrick. Pari; 'Metric Yarn Congrcss.
içoo- Wc Èclgians cxport enlormnus qtua-iititicýq o lincii yarn
fa England. Asia atndEgypt..-andi we cannat adapt tlue Mcf-
trie Sy.Çtenl Wifhllu Tiskinlg tlic lOSS Of fuis trade. Our euls-
toniers in flic cotinîrics nnmcd arc familiar wvith flic Eng-
Iisli sysf cm of numibcring. and if WC do flot give it ta
fhem our conipetitafs wvi11. andi WC %vil lose tlie markct.
1 spcak mlot alone of myscli. but oi ail Beigia-n spinncrs.
We cannat change.

Baron Caîitpni. Paris M.\ctric X'arn Congrcss. i9o0: It
is necess:ary ta remcniltcr thant ncarly il] flic cxports o!

coff on yarn are frnm England. and wc can (In notlîing
if flint country does nnt a.dopt the ;vstem we favar
* * * The difficulty- wili always bic in cxpnrting ta uit-

civiiized lands. whcre the people have been anccustomed
for a huindreci years ta English mensures and ii nnbers.
and wlierc articles or Cottonl arc freqiienfly uscd as cur-
rency.

-n Luis Guerin. Paris M\ctric Yarn Congresq, too-
It is practicaily imîpossible fur us! (tlie Frenchi), to seli
lincu b)7 any other flian tlic Engiish standard. C**If

flic law of iSto. praviding for tlic ractric standard. is cin-
forccd, We shahl bc tlie first ta complain of flint whlicli wc
have asked for.

In flic face of sucli admissions as tlicsc, it is usclcss ta
deny iliat the aftempt ta force the Metric Systein on Con-

tinental Europe lias bcen a failure. The partial success at
taincdl has resuited only iii confusion. Thec truth abolit the


