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TUE BISHOP OF PLYNOUT,

In its series of * P'reachera and
Teachers of the West,” the [Vestern
Merctery dovotesn column to the eareer
of the venernblo Bishop of Plymouth,
Eogland :

For the last thirty-cight years Dr,
Vaughan hins been to tho Catholics of
his dioceso not merely a teachor, buta
guide and o father, a true sliophord of
his flock, a true pastor of God's
Church.  Sprung from one of those
geand old Bughsh fammlies, which
through trouble and persecution ro
mained true to the IFalth of theiv
fathors, Willinm Josoph Vaughun was
bora in London on Yebruary 14th,
1814,  From his carliest yenrs ho
aspired to the ecclesiastical state, com
mencing Lis studies at tho great
College of Stonyhurst in 182, from
thence Lie procecded to St. Acheul, in
France, and afterwards to St. Mary's
College, at Oscott. In 1835 the young
student visited Italy, and whilst iu the
Eternal City recerved the Minor Orders
and the Sub deaconship at the hands
of his illustrious uncle, Cardinnl Weld,
Returning to England, he took up Lis
residonce at Prior Park College, near
Bath, and on the completion of his
studies, was thero ordained priest by
Bishop Baines, on Murch 10th, 1838,
Stiangely enough, the first wock en-
trusted to the zeal of the young priest
was at Lymo Regis, Dorsetshire, a
place which on the re-establishment
of the English Hieraresy was included
in his future bishupric. 1llere, with
his own means, hie bhuilt a presbytery
and schiools for the poor, and for threg
years laboured with that quict thor
oughness and zeal whiclhi have beon
the characteristics of hia life work,
und which still keep hus memory green
in the traditions of the mission of
Lyme Regis.

But Father Vaughan, likeso many
other members of his fumily, was
evidently marxed out to take a leading
part in the buildig up again of the
Catholic Church in England and to
fit him for his futuro exalted position
in that Church, he was now called to
a work which would bring him wmore
in contact with the poor und the out-
cast—1o whom fuith and religion are
the only consolation left—and thus
foster in his priestly heart thut all-
embracing sympathy which the Chureh
of Christ has ever manifested for
suffering humanity, and which should
bo found in every true pastor. The
Catholic mission at Trenchurd street,
Bristol, to which Father Vaughan was
now appointed, was one that demund-
ed in its pastor a sacrifice of self aud
of his own comforl ; to succeed in it
he must give himself up entirely to his
peopie. The greater part of the con-
gregation consisted of poor Irish fami-
lies, whom want and disease had
driven to seck in Bristol that right to
live which was denied them in their
own country. They could not expect
to find much sympathy from the peo-
ple amongst whom they had come to
dwell—they wero as ahicns mn the 1and
~—but fortunately for them they found
in Trenchard streot au altar, around
which they could pray, as they praged
in the old chapel at homo; and n
Father Vaughan — a priest whose
heort went out to them in their sorrow
and trial, and 1n whom they found all
that an Inishmen could look for in s
* Soggarth Aroon.” s theme it
wag to keep alive m those poor but
warm-hearted people that Faith which
was their greatest treasure and conso-
Iation ; to mstruct them and ther
children 1n the pracuces of a Chinsuan
life ~to wisit them 1 the poverty and
squalor of tho homes of the poor ina

And if thero is ono thing moro than
another that should endear their
Biehop to the Irishiien of this diocese,
it should surely bo the remembranco
of tho noble work he dul amongst
their fellow . countrymen in  Bristol
during the dark days of “Birck lerty.
roven.”  Af the end of the year 1818
Futher Vaughan was called upon to
talio oharge of tho now and important
misgion in Clifton. It was an under-
taking of considerable difticulty, ro-
quiring in tho rector great administra-
tivo ability, for much had to bo done
with very paltry meana; but it ie pre.
cisoly in this kind of work that Dr.
Vaughan has ever been fonnd to excol,
end during thoseven ycars hie man.
aged tho Clifton Mission, he succeeded
by his zeal and cuergy, 1 making it
ono of the most suceessful and notuble
missfons in Catholie Bngland. When

lin tho April ot 1855 Dr. Errington,

the fivst Bishop of Plymouth, was
called to London to be u Coadjutor-
Bishop to Oardimal Wiseman. the
Cathedral Chapter, attracted by the
meritorious und « fliciont services ren-
derel to religion in tho neighbouring
dioceso by Canon Vaughan, deemed
Lim to be tho fittest person to fill the
vacnut see. Vs 1N, approving of
their choice, lie was consecrated
Bishop of Plymouth by Cardinal Wise-
man, at Clifton, on September 1Gth,
1866, The now Bighop took possession
of s seo on September 246th of the
same year, and since that dato hus,
with uptiring energy, zeal, and solici-
tude, promoted and watched over the
growth of Catholicity in this Western
diocese.  Uis eprscopal work has been
beset with many diflicultes; for Ins
diocese, though vast in extunt, has but
fow great centres of population in
whicli Citliolics, for the ost part
poor generally, congregato ; and there
fore the means at Ing disposal have
been scanty mdeed. But what Ihishop
Vaughan has done, e has done, and
Iain tho burden of it on his own Lpis-
copate and admimstration ; and when
his work shall have been comploted
(for his peoplo's sake, may it Lo wany
years heneo) he will leave his suc-
cessor unembarrassed by outstanding
debts ; the onward march of his
Church in these parts unimpeded by
the burdens of other years.

Dr. Vavghan has never been o man
to seek publicity in his work ; but yet
he has ever been a public man in the
highest sense of that word, for his
whole life has been devoted to the
welfare of others, a lifu in which
gelf-aggrandisement was never in view
—a life without reproach, to which
none can take exception. In Bisbop
Vaughan members of every Church
have found the courtesy of a true
English gentleman, his priests a firm,
wize, and kind-hearted ruler, his people
a true father in Clirist. As a preacher,
he was distinguished oven in tho
earliest years of his ninistry ; for the
well-known grandeur and dignity of
his figure, the impressiveness of his
style gave lim the command of the
mnds and hearts of his hearers, as he
taught them the truths of the Faith
and exhorted themn to the practices
which modelled his own life. How.
truly eloquont his preaching was mnay
be seen fromn the fact that oven now
ono hears old people speak of his
germons preached some forly years
ago. Aund if his sermons were so im-

pressive then, they beesmo far more
so when ho spoke to his people with
all the influence and authority peculiar
to the Oatholic Episcopate  But now
the sunget of his life bas throwa round
him that lclo of venceration and re
spect which must always accompany
such an old age as his, his sermons

crowded English city, to Lelp them | have become far more impressive still,

n their need—to be to their beek and

for ho speaks to his flock now not

call 8t every hour of the day and mght | merely with the authority of a pastor,
—and how well hie did that work, how ¢ but of a father of the Chureh, who,

nobly he sacnificed lnmself and lns’

health for his people, is stifl feclingly

spoken of in Brstol by those whol

remember him in those days.

looking back through the long vista of
eighty well spent years, knows full
well Low to instruct his flock as to
what they must pursue, what thoy
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must avoid, if they would renliso in
themeclves the ideal of a truo Chris
tinn,  And that ho will Lo long lefs to
thom thug to instruat them is the
fond hope and prayer of thoso who arc
proud to call thewmselves the epiritual
olnldren of Willmm, Bishop of Ply.
mouth,

The (orgo of the Luatabn,

Tho western hoad sources of the
TJongo River wero visited for"tho first
tinto by white men Jast year, and the
story thoy have told of tho great gorgoe
thoy saw and of tho stroam that plungox
through it, almoat asswift as an arrow
for many o milo, was ontirely out of
tho common in Congo explorations.
Tho explorers wero Liout. Francqui and
Dr. Qoraot, in the aorvicen of the Congo
Free State,  They traced tho Lualabs
River frow ita fountain head, and made
o diecovory that, as far as is kaown,
i duplicated nowliore in Africa.

Tmingino o narrow stream flowing
placidly between ita rather low banks,
It bas gradually beon gathering volume
from little contributions that a dozen
or fifteen tributarics bave supplicd,
Tho channol is quite deep, though nat
wide. Noarer and noaver the water
opproaches a wmountain pass to tho
north, which at a distance appeara to
have no passage through. Suddenly
tho water rushes into o rift in theso
hills, and for many o milo it tumbles
along, zigzigging between two gigantio,
perpondicular walls of solid rock.
Sometimes it falls hoadlong as a cata-
ract, and thon again it is merely a
rapid, with a spoed five times as grea
ag that with which it enters tho hills.

This great gorge has a tortuous
course bending first to the ecast and
then to the west. It is nowhero over
120 to 150 faet wide, and it rises 1,000
to 1,200 feet above tha lovel of the
stream. The wally riso nearly perpen
dicular in overy part, and are formed
of baro crystalline rock. Here and
there in somo crovico a little soil bas
forined, just enough for a tuft of grass
or a puny treo to tako root.

At tha lovol of the stream one can
only see a little rivbon of the sky above
for n* that great height the top of the
wulls seotn alnest to touch ono another
and trees as the top overhang tho edge
and shut out nearly overy glimpeoof
daylight. At tho bottom of the nar-
row gorgo the little river glidea swiftly
sometimes almost with an unhroken
surface, and then apain iashed into foam
by thouennds of rocks, whose tops rise
above thu surface; and then ageiao the
water pours tumultuously over the
edgo of a declivity, and thon plunges
on in a series of rapids,

In n distanca of forty-three miiles
the river drops 1,500 fect and then it
emerges upon the plain, und, forgotting
its mad cwreor, it {lowa placidly along
to join the Luapula River and at the
junction of the two rivers the true
Conzo begins. No othor tributary of
the Coogo or aven thogreat river itself
whoro it tumbles along in rapids for
232 miles betwecn IT.copoldville and
Matadi presents a spectacle so savage
und go violent.

The Ocrncll Catholic Club is a soci-
oty organized among tho Catholic
students of Cornell University for the
purpose of promoting the best intercats,
religionsly, intelectuelly and socially,
of the Catholic students in attendance
at that school of learning. It hag the
nucleus of a good library of Catholic
autbors, largely contributed through
tho generous and thougbtful kindness
of a distinguished ecclesinetic. Tho
clab meets every two wecks, when in
teresting discussions, pspers and ad-
dreszes form thoe main features of tho
evening's entertaipment.
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A AImple way to help PoorCatheolic Nisstonn

Save all cancelled poatago stampof every
kind and country and scad them to Rov. P,
AL, Barral, Hammonton, Now Jersoy. Glve
at onco your address, and you will receive
with tho ncocssary oxplanstion a nico Son-
voair of Hemmonton Mislons,

Cathollelsm In Persts,

The journal Afissions Catholigies pub.
lishes a lottor from a « baldoan Oatholio
privat which givea tho following inter.
esting dotnils ou tho proaont status of
the church in Peraln

* This couantry, so woll known in
formor times for ita steadfastness in
tho faith, and waterod by tho blood of
so many martyre, till tho sixth century,
thon dragged into horeay by tho follow.
ors of l&(’lllrinl, later torrorized by
Malbomet and his anccessors, lost tho
faith olinoat ontirely, so that in tho
Middlo Ages, n Catholto could hardly
bo found fu Porsis, particularly in the
eastern portion of tho country.

%In tho Girat halt of tho ninctconth
contury, tho vast provinco of Aderheld-
jan contained upwards of forty thou-
sand Ohristiaus, Chaldeans and Armon.
isns, Lut sll plunged in tho darknoss
of horoay, with n singlo cxception of tho
vast parish of Khosrova, whoso conver-
sion dates from 1789. Among all the
Christians of tho town of Ourmisb and
surraunding country, thero was buta
family of Dolish origin really Cath.
olic, But in tke middle of this con.
tury, thanke to tho brave Lazarist mis-
sionaries, Catholicism again meoting
with favorin Persin. At firstthe Cath.
olic religion apposred so strango to the
people they know it ouly under the
name of * Religion of tho French.'

*“Tho Lozarists would kiavo raet with
groator success had thoy not beon pre-
ceded by tho Methodists of New York,
who had already led astray a part of
the Nestorinns, beforo the famous Eu.
gene Dore founded Catholic missions
in Persia. But tho zeal of tho devoted
sons of St. Vincent do Paul was not
long in bearing fruit. The city of Qur-
miah and suburbs already contain gov-
oral hurdredsof Catholic familics, about
forty pativo priests, of whom several
bave been converted from Nestorian-
ism, Even now conversions aroe not
rare; only recently tbree romarkablo
ones took place.

“Tho first was that of David
Benjamin, a native of Ourmish, and
one of tho first converts of the Au.
glican missionarirs of London, who
soversl years ago founded a mission at
Ourmiah. 1he Anglicans bad sent bim
toLondor to be trained as a missionary.
But, beforo his return to Persia, he had
the good fortuns to become s Qatholic,
Since tho beginning of the year he is
in Rome attending the colloge of the
propagaunda, where bo will study for
some timo beforo being ordaired to the
priesthood. The Anglicans were ex-
pecting much from hiw.

“*The sccond conversion which is
much like the firgt, in that of Rabi
Baba, of Kossi, ono of the moat learned
Protestants of Porsin. After teaching
several years in the Protestant college,
he determined to trax. in America.
Ho has since become a Catholic. This
converaion hes beon very gratifying to
tho Catholics and » rude blow to the
Protestants, who were proud to count
among themselves such a learned man
aod distinguished preachor.

“ Tho third conversion was that of
Lord Audichon Khinon, who, somo
months ago, declared himself a Catholic,
This conversion ia duo to the zeal of
tho pastor of St George's parish, Rev.,
Boujamin Kboubyar.

“These threo conversions will soon
bo followed by others  God's finger is
eocn in this great work. Let us pray
this good Father of family to cend zeal-
ous laborers in tho part of his vine.
yard.”

Inrrassiatonry Rususatmisy, —Mr, S,
Ackerman, commercial travoler, Bellevillo,
writea: “Somec ycars ago I used Dn.
Tnoxas’ Ecriernic Ot for Inflammatory
thoumatism, and threo bottles effocted a
completed cure. 1 was the whole of ouns
summer unable to move without crutches,
and every movement ciused oxoruciating
pains 1 am now out op tho road avd ex-
porcd to all kinds of woathor, but bave
nevor been troubled with rhoumatism sinco,
I, howover, keep a bottlo of DR. Tnodas'
011 on hand, and 1 always recommond it to
others, as it-did 20 much for me,”




