
a sparroWvs nest in this city, in the Iast wveek of' Fobruary, three or
four years. ago, a lialf-fkedged sparrow ; there wcrc probably otiiers, ia
the nest. Notwithistandiing the albove, the re arc reasonis, however, f'or
believing, that the br-eeingi season (tops flot fadriv begin until thu latter

par't of April or the beginingiio of 1Nliy.
Jt niay 1)e ow'ingr to the fiîct that sparowvs have beeîî 1wought no

inuch injto contact wvith miat titat thev hiave attaiined to such a high
degree of intelligence. Thiere is littie dolibt, buit that th:ýY exercise a

g&reater degrrec of cunining, it Iuay bie called, in st If-piveervttioai and
applving mneans to ends thaii do rnost of our native birds. A case
illustrative of this fact 1 saw in one of the paliers a short time ago. lt
i8 as follows : A gentleman in one of the neighboring States having
been greatly pestered with sparroîvs undertook to destroy theni. To
do so he soaked wvhcat iii a solution of arsenic and water for some time,
and then had it thoroughly dried. This lie scattered about in p)laces
convenicut for the sparrowv; to gret. In a yard close by lie had a lot of
clîickens wvhichi hie vas in the habit of fèeding with the same kind
of gtain, unpoisoned of course, and where the s3parrows were in the
habit of congreatiti and eating the wvheat alonug with the chickens.
At lirst tho sparrowvs readily ate the poisoned grain, but, soon ex-
periencing the dis;tgreeable efl'ects of eating grain otherwvise than in tho
company of the chickens, refused to eat wheat at ail, whether poisoned
or not, unless the chickens wvould cat it aise. TIhey knew that it was
safest te cat in good coumpauy, and acted accordingly. This uiay be a
case of exaggeration and not quite in accordatice wvîtl facts, but there
are so înany well authienticated accouinte of thieir sagacir.y as te leave ne
roorn te donbt the staternents made concerning their wvonderful cuuiningy.

Sparrows are iargely used as food in Europe, as wchl as in this
country ; even in this, city 1 have been infornied that many of them are
shot wvith noiseiess -uns and uised iu this inanner, and are sai. to be
quite as good as rice-birds or snow-bircls. It rnight have an appearance,
of cruelty to destroy the pugnacioiis and selfmaintaining littie scavenger.
1 confess 1 like to see the sparrows, hopping about the streets; in winter
when ail the other birds are gene; but whien it cornes te be a choice,
between our native songaters and the foreigner my patriotismi wells out
n unmistakeable accents. Canada for Canadians, and if for love of our


