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As a resuit of the. yea's work tii leadrrs of the. Zoological
Branch have the. followiog subjects of interest to Iay before the.
members of the Club.

Two meetings were held during thie early part of tiie season,
tihe first at tiie residence of 1fr. IIalkett, the second at that of
Prof. Prince. At the. Srst meeting, iield on q)ti May, 1905S, lie-
sides the. chairman there were present Pro£ Prince a"d Messrs.
Lemieux, Camnpbell and Baldwin. Mfr. Campbiell, of the. Collegiate
Insitute, exiiibited specimens of a salamander in varioua stages
of development. Mfr. Halkett followed, siiesing prepared speci-
<mens Mf the. cranium of Menobranchus or the. mud-puppy (Noelauw.

moeu9.sms, and illustrated the. comparative structure Mf the.
cranium Mf certain fishes by siiewing specumen« Mf that of the.
angler (LepAius >isoerùs), the. poIIock(PWeàiag vùus. tiie cat-
fisi (Aunuurus aehul.m) and the. yeliow percli (PeWa /aoeweus).
Mfr. Baldwin spoke of iaving seen a black saake <Zauoenù cma-
sb"*Ary ieId witii a stone, some ten years ago, from the. woua.!«d
place Mf wiiich littie young snak.s made tiieir exit-thus drawing
atentio to the. apparent viviparous nature of that serpent. Mfr.

Leiex sbewed pioogals Mf certain mammals, such as the.
black bear ((Irss )urcns and tiie red deer (Carùcu

iiùjiaas>.Prof. Prince coocluded the. meeting by readimg a
paper on tiie function Mf the. swim-bladder Mf fies, Mf wbich tiie
following is the. substance.

Non. Mf tiie variaus vi.ws generally held, the. proMessor
pointed ouit, regarding the. function of the. qwim-bhadder of Oshes

apasto b. perfectly satis(actory. According to tii.. e s
the swim-biadder is supposed to aid in flotation, giving buoyancy
to tieifiSs i pssint it, or st acts as a barometer informing the.
isii as toth pressure Mf tiie surrounding water, wbile it is also
regarded as a resounding organ, in connection with the produc-
tion Mf soumds, or again respiratory functions have been attribut.d
to it. In some fishes it has connection with the cars by specially
mnodified bones (the Weberian apparatus), and may aid in audition.
PrMessor Prince stated thut the following difficulties in accepting
tii. views existed, viz :-Thie mout buoyant fishes. sucb as


