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structive feature of the work at the Institute. Here for the first
time were the students placed face to, face with Nature. To the
keen observer how much do the field and wood reveal on an
autumo day ? How seriously is he handicapped whose koowledge,
brought to the interpretation of Nature, bas been limited to the.
casual observances of a few teisure hours ! The distant gleam of
white on the 'tider bough, the flitting glimpse of a grey wiug in
the. bush, the patch of green on the. old beech trunk pass unheeded
by under the eye of the nature amateur. Boit whcu under the
direction oà a skilful naturalist, the white upon the. aider bas been
examincd and reveals itself as a mass of fuzzy living aphids ;
viien the. peculiar squcaky bird-cati bas been sounded and the
grey wing resolves loto a nervous, shy, linge ruby-crowned kinglet;
viien the. patch of grcy on the becch bas revealed orne of the many
lichenç, and one's Iaboratory practice tells hum that ibis Iittle mass
of irey represeots a life far dowo iu the scale of plant develop-
ment, then the fields and woods take on an added interest, and the
simple and obscure dlaim equal rank witb the. gaudy and the
beautif ut.

The. best methods of correlating the new Nature work with
the. old subjects on the. curriculum wa a malter demanding par-
t;cular attention. For as illustration of recent earti history it was
showu that n better spot could b. selected than a gravel pit.
liere the. pupils may examine the shape and nature of the. gravel-
stones, the resemblences or differences betweeu these stones and
the bcd rock. the. arrangement of the. layers of gravel, the. dlp of
these layers, etc., showing the action of water. Subsequent
tessons may indlude observations of the surrounding country,
evidence of the action of ice or water, changes in the. beds of takes;
and rivers, etc.. from which the pupils may deduce much ot thc
past history of ths locality. lu history, a beginuing may b. made
iu the. lite ot the. district, its * rustces, its forms of goverumeat, the
township council, leading men and women of the township, stories
of early qettlement, etc. lu literature certainly, a knowledge of
nature is necessary for an understauding of the passages to b.
stuid -d. Let the pupits go out to the. m.adows and observe the
bobolink there before takiug up such a selecion as Bryaui's

4Robert of Lincoln." Only ln this way can they appreciate tic
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