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ilot members of the Religious Society
of Friends, but who gladly trace their
descent from an bonored ancestry
which once ivorshipped bere, and now
sleeps in the quiet autumn sunlight on
the hilîside neatby. Especially to
these, but most cordially to ail], I bid
welconie (using the word in its best
significance) as Friends."

WVe hiave read with mrucb satisfaction
an editorial on the Merion Meeting in
the /1//Irican Friend. The two bran-
ches of Friends are perhaps as far
apart in their religious viewvs to.day as
they were in 1828, and we would re-
gret t0 see in our Society the sanie
departure from some of the principles
aind testinionies ot' Quakerism, as is
cleatly apparent in many of the Meet-
ings of the other branches. Yet these
things should îiot destroy our fellow-
ship and love for each other, as il bas
so largely iii the past. WXe stili have
many thirgs in common and sh.ould be
willing to accept every opportunity to
work tý,,ether for the advancernent of
Christ's king dom, and the up'iting of
Our fellowmen. We quote from, tbe
article referred to:

"M.Nerion meeting-bouse is probably
the oldest Friends' meeting-house, and
il is anîong the oldest places of worsbip
of any religious denonîination now
qtanding in the State of Pennsylvania.
Trhe iîarne of William Penn is closely
identified with the early history of this
house, and in itl he preached the Gos-
pel both to %Velsh and Englisb hearers.
A marbie slab on one corner of the
house bears the date 1695, and the
original deed of. tbe ]and on wbicb the
building stands is dated 1694. In the
miinutes kept by W'onian Friends there
is a reczrd of eight shillings paid for
cleaning Merion meeting house, the
twelfth of Twelfrb month, 1695. These
facts, together witb other records, show
that at least a part of this bouse had its
beginning as early as i695,-two hun-
dred years ago. There are few older
landrnarks of our early history and
faith in this country, and it ivas most

fltting that the anniversary should be
commemorated and tbe lessons of the
pàst broughît to mmnd witb reverent
gratitude to the Heavenly Faîlier wbo
ha% wvrought mucb blessing through the
lives and deeds of these. faithful ser-
vants of I-is in tbe infancy of the
Churcb in America. The most inter-
esting and auspicious feature of the
occasion was the reunion of the two
branches of Friends in the celebration
of an event whicli belongs to the period
when the iîames 'Orthodox' and
'Hicksite' were unknown, and wben to
ail Friends there wvas 'one faith.' Lt is
neyer well to sacrifice a vital point of
faith, to give up the priceless jewel for
the sake of union and barmony, but it
is most cer1lainly wvell to remove ail ob-
stacles so fa.r as possible, that prevent
union and barmony.> "Abstract prin-
cipies, dead fornialities, meaningless
raetaphysical definitions have filled a
great place in tbe theologies of the past,
and they bave often built partitions be-
tween groups of Christians, but ive are
learning more and more that tbey who
are in Christ, and have been made
;zew crea/utres in Hinm, and are living a
practical, victorious Iiie by 1-is Spirit,
are part of tbe one family of the
Heavenly Father.'

Joshua L. Milîs, a niember of the
Visiting Committee of Illinois Yearly
Meeting, ieft home on the seventb inst.
to, visit l7riends in Iowa and Nebraska,
also to attend Nebraska Haîf Year's
MXeeting.

The National Purity Alliance held
its first series of meetings at Park
Avenue Friends' Meeting House. Bal-
timore, on the 14tb, i 5tb and i6th of
last month. Aaron M. Powell, of New
York, a well-known menîber of' our
Society, is ils President, and was Chair-
mani of the meetings. The nuniber
of' delegates wvas large, and represented
the various Pbilantbropic Societies in
Amnerica. The proceedings have been
widely circulated through the press,
and the result will undoubtedly be to
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