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intcrest which attaches itself to this building as a thing of the
past, -the scenes, good and cvii, religlous and tsecular-, civil and
rnilitary, wich it contintiod to witness flor over two centuirie,-
it is hardly possible to tliink wcll of the zeal of those of Quebec's
cîtizens who demandedl it4 removal. No more intcresting spot is
there in the whole of Canada to the student of its early history
than the site on which the first college in Canada ,tood;- since
here it was, within the cloisters, the halls and corridors of its
long, narrow structure, within the shadows of' its quadrangle, or
under the walls of' the parishi chureh which stood only a stone's
throw away, in the quaint, close-built t4treets which radiate in
every direction from it as a centre,-hec it was there wa> firat
to be seen that enthusiasmi in the aifrirs of the country, which,
when subdued into an honcst and heartfelt love of'countr-y, is the
true foundation-fecling on which a nation mu-st ever have its
abiding place. ilere it wvas the tirst of the Jesuits who came to
New France nurtured within thein the hope that the land of their
adoption was to tind the realization of things stable in the educa-
tion of iLu citizens. Here it was, far remote from the polemies
and state intrigues of the Old World, they laboured for nearly a
century and a haîf to make the best of their systcm of ethics in
the New. And howcvcr men may turn fromn their philosophy of
things seen or eternal, they cannot but admire the courage with
which they undcrtook the task of Iabouring for the glory of God,
as they thought, among the tribes in the Far West, who knew
no God save the selfishness and Iust that beget the worst forma
of cruelty and superstitions fear.

The beginnings of school-keeping among the Jesuits were as
modest in their pretensions as were the early attempts of the
iRecollets. The prospect of ever haviiig an estate, over whieh
men would contend in time to corne, was fèceble enough when
they took up their -eý3idcnce with the Recollet fathers at Little
River. For over two years they lived with their Franciscan hire-
thren, colleeting information about the mission-field., whieh they
proposed to penetrate, and preparing a dîctîonary of the Huron
and Algonquin tongues. The flri5t of them to corne out fromn
France were Fathers Breceuf, Lalernant, and Masse. Seven
years after, in 1632, they were followed by Fathier Lejeune, in
whose pcison is really to be scen the irst of the Jesuits who


