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103, and maoy others? Or take the com-

mon paraphrases and hymaus, those begin.

plog with the followloy lines, for example:

(1) * Spitit Divine attend our prayers,
Aund make this house Thy home.”

(2). O God of Bethel by whose hand
Thy people still are fed.”

{3}, * Sefely through snother week,
God bas brought us on our way,"

(3} ** O Lord of heaven and carth and ses,
To Thee alt praise and gloty be.”

(s ** Lord of the Sabbath hear us }i_my
In this Thy house, on this Thy Day."

(6) ** Great Kiog ol nations hear our piayers,
While av Thy feet we fall."

Al will acknowledge that such verses are
forms of congregational prayer, that they
-have a perennial freshness, and that most ot
the finest hymns in,common use ln our
Church are of the same character, Who
ameng our people viould discard from public
worship the psalms, paraphrases and hymaus
on the ground that they are forms of deve-
tloa familiar to every individual aad not ex-
temporaneous utterances from the pulplt?
Who among our most learned and gifted
ministers would furnish extemporaneous
substitutes for these forms of devotion, not
on occasion merely, but at every diet of
worship throughout the year?

In an ordinary dlet of worship the min.
Ister ofters two, three, or more extemporary
prayers. Those prayers although framed on
behalf of, and for the benefit of the congre-
gation, express only the minister's thoughts
and feelings, They are his prayers, and
from being extempore differ continually In
their context so that no person present can
be familiar with them, Although some few
may be able to follow the varying utterances
of the minister or considerable portions of
bis prayer, others frequently have difficully
in so dolng, and thus it Is not always pos-
sible for the latter to joln In the devotions in
a proper spirit.

Ifthe prayers were written out and
printed and placed In the hands of each
worshipper, the cause of any such difficulty-
would be removed and every member of the
coogregation would be alded inhis devo-
tlons by ear, eye, and memory, and thus
enabled to follow the voice of the minister
with an assenting mind. In every congrega-
tlon there are men and women whose hear-
ing through advancing years or other causes
is defective ; such persons could with the

- printed prayers before them, attentively

take part with their fellow members of the
congregation iu the common devotions.

The discusslon has confirmed me in the
opinion that the church ought sexiously to
constder whether the opportuunity of joining
in public prayer should not be extended to
If half the prayers at each diet
were read it would-be aboon to many pre.
sent in'the congrezation, Even if for one of
the extempore prayers a congregational,
prayer, froma prescribed collection, were
snbstitutea-it wonld be an improvement on
the present' system. Those laymen ‘who
think as I do, are satisfied that it is in the
interests of the Church that a concesssion
skould ‘be made to congregations. in the
direction indicated and we are decidedly of
the opinion that its effect wonld be to make
peblic worship more real, more revereat and
more edifylng without lessening its simplic.

. ity. We retain full sympathy with the wish

to maintain primitive Presbyterian simplic.
ity. We desire nelther -elaborate cere.
monial nor prescribed: chant ; .o ioflexible
service, no .rigld lHturgy.

We desire, it is true, uniformity bat it is
a voluntary - uniformi, in- geueral order;:a
uplformity, .in excellence, in revercace,in
purily, as wellas in simplicity. To these
we aspire, and while we-earnestly alm at
some modification in cur mode of worship,

[in order better to attain thase ends, we

deem it in expedient to introduce any change

- which. would mot .commend. itself to-the

Chorch as-a whole, -

In response to- an overture from -the
Synod of Hamilton-and London the General
Assembly has eppointed a Commiltee to
consider how best to afford direction to the
Church, to secure. the reverent and edifying
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observance of public worship, with dus re.
gardto Christlan liberty aand geveral uat.
formity. Such bzing the caseit seems de-
sirabla that ministers and elders should take
steps to ascertaln;the mind of the Church on
polnts which may chus be formulated:

1. I the present mode of observance of
Public Worship in our congregatioss en.
tirely satisfactory ?

2. Have the people a sufiiclent oppor-
tuplty to participate In Public Worship
under ourprasent system ?

3. What means can be best taken to give
the congregations a fuller shave in the ser.
vice of Public Worship ?

4. Would it be desirable to substitite
printed congregational prayers, {or extem.
porary prayers, during some portion of the
service ?

5. What proportion of congregational
prayer would it beadvisable to iatroduce in
any one dlet of worship ?

6. Should forms of services be prepared
for administerlog the sacrameuts, solemniz-
ing marriage, and the burial of the dead ?

7. Should & manual of sultable services
be provided which may be used asaldsto

+devotion in new settlements and in locali-
tles where there is no settled ministeror
missionary.

Respectfully submitting these suggestions
for wise consideration, I leave the matter
with confidence in the hands of our Chrls-
tian people, and the church courts. In con.
cladiog I may just add that the subject of
Copgregational prayer Is considered at some
length in an article in Queen'’s Quarterly for
July 1894, to which 1 beg leave again to
refer.

SANDFORD FLEMING,
Ottawa, March, 28:h 1896.

AN OPEN LETTER FROM THE
W.C.7.U. TO THE CHRISTIAN
MINISTERS OF ONTARIO. *

REVEREND Sirs,~We are desirous of
securlog from all who are interestedin the
progress of temperance reform:, a more
united and agressive effort to secure the
careful, thorough teaching of sclentific tem-
perance to every pupil in all the schools in
Ontario. In our Sabbath Schools and
Bandsof Hope, young people are taught
temperance from a moral and religious
standpoint, butto make instruction com-
plete another aspect of the matter must be
considered--namely, the scientific. We ask
therefore that this be made a part of com-
mon secular education ; that some know-
ledge of the deleterions effects of alcohol
and narcotics upon the physical organiza-
tlon of man be imparted in the schoolroom.
The regulations of the Education Depart-
ment, while they provide that sclentific
temperance be taught to the whole school
by means of familiar conversations and to
puplls preparing for High School entrance
from the authorized text book, are defective
in the matter of graded lessons and regular
examinations. IB some places, the people,
not belag alive to the importance of this
teaching, congider it a useless lnnovation;
.and asthere Is pothing to lose at examina-
tions it it be omitted the teacher findsit
difficalt to do even what the regulations en-
joln. Sometimes Schocl Boards are indif
ferent, not to say opposed, and in such cases
the consclentious teacher is placed in very
trylng clrcumstances. In some.instances,
possibly the teacher is careless and does not
realize that the education that fortifies
against temptation and saves the future
cltizen, is just as necessary as that which en-
sures successful examinations.

Knowling the Influence wielded and-the
Position occupied by the minlster of the
‘Gospel in every community, we know
somathing of the powérhe possesses to re-
mave prejudice against .reforms and toen-
lighten public opinion refating thereto. Ace.
cordingly we come to you with the request
that, in the pulplt and out of it, as you have
opportunity and. as seems best to_you, you
would help us to achieve the success we are

work. We hope with your assistanceto
teekiog In this depariment of Christian
speedily secure the needed amendments in
the régulations of the Education Depart.
inent ; that the people everywhere may
come not only to approve, but to expect and
demand, that thelr children shall vecelve the
specified instruction ; that School Boards
may not only sanction but provide forthe
most efficlent metheds of teaching sclentific
temperance ; and that teachers be as fully
equipped for, and as faithful in deallog with
this as with any other subject on the list of
studies. We are assured of your lnterest in
and knowledge of the importance of this
phase of the * Do-Everything-Policy " of
the W.C.T.U. So we appeal to you the
more confidently for co-operation in our ef-
fort to save the ‘* coming man” from the
fate that has befallen so many ot his pre-
decessors,  Yours faithtully
C. B, BiGELOW.
Provincial Supt. S. T, Dept. W.C.T.U.

THE REV., FRANCIS R. BEATTIE,
D.D., AND KNOX COLLEGE
PROFESSORSHIPS.

[At the request of the Rev. Dr. Beattle,
Professor of Systematic Theology and Apo-
logetics in the Theological Seminary of
Louisville, Kentucky, we publish the follow-
ing letter which has been addressed by
him to the Board of Management of Knox
College and whick speaks for Itself.—
Ep1ToR.]

To the Board of Management,
Kuoox College, Toronto,

My DEAR SiRs,~1 have learned from
varlous sources that my name bas been pro-
posed to your Board by several Presbyteries
for the vacant chairs in Koox College. This
fact is my apology for addressing you this
letter, and making the request which it con-
tains.

First of all, X beg tothank most sincerely
those Presbyteries that have honored me
with their nomination, entirely without any
candidature on my part. It is some gra.
tification to me to know that 1 am not en-
tirely forgotten, although I have been absent *
from the Canadian Church for nearly eight
years.,

I desire alsoto state that T would not be
true to my own f{eelingsif I did not say to
you that I would appreciate very highly any
favor with which the Board might be dis-
posed to regard these nmominations of the
Presbyteries on my bebalf,

But what I wish chiefly tc sayis that,
after careful reflection, I have decided to
make respeciful request that my name be
not considered by the Board, For five
years I .taught Apologetics In Columbia
Seminary ; and for thrze Sessions I have
been seeking to teach Apologetics and Sys.
timatic Theology, giviug my strength chiefly
to the latter, in Louisville Seminary. I am
persuaded that I can best serve the Master
by continuing in the lines of work in which
1 am now so comfortably engaged. Ihave
the feeling, therefore, that my life work
should mainly lie in teaching Systematlc
Theology, either in this Saminary, or else.
where, as duty may be made plainto me.
This belog the case, I do not wish eves to
appear as a candidate for other positions. I
respectfully ask, therefore, that the Board
will not at all consider my name in making
its nominations to the General Assembly.

Lot me conclude by sayiog that my in-.
terest in my Alma Mater continues unabat-
¢d, and that my earnest prayer is that the
Head of the Church may rightly guide the
Board in making its nominations to the As-
sembly- With much respect,

I-remaln, yours sincerely,
Francis R. BEATTIE.
Louisville, Ky., March 21st, 1896,

To all of us the expressly appointed
schoolmasiers and schoolings we get are as
pothing compared . with the unappointed, in-
cidental, continual ones, whose school hours
are all the days and nights of our existence,
and -whose lessons noticed or unnoticed
stream in upon-us with every breath we
draw,-—Carlyle.
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fesus is now about to make to the Jewish
tulers the last offer of himself as Messiah,
How anxious He seems to be to arouse these men
to thought, to a realization of their danger, just
that they may accept flim sad thus save them-
sclves and their nation, OQur lesson for this
week is the record of one of these attempts, Let
us study it however, as illusizating a danger of
this present day, rather than a daoger of nine-
teen hundred years ago. For this let u3 consider
¢ The Guests Invited ” and ** The Guests Pres.
sent "’ at the feast,

I. The Guests Invited.—There can
be no doubt that by those to whom the invitation
came first, our Lord meant the Jewish people.
The custom of those Eastern lands in the matter of
bidding to their feasts very aptly illustrates the
dealings of God with Elis chosen people. Fimmt
of all there was intimation given to the expected
guests some time before the day of the feast, so
that they might be ready against that day. Then
when the feast was prepared servauts were sent
out to announce that fact to the bidder guests:
¢* Come for all things are now ready.”” To de-
clioe this second invitation 1s regarded even to-
day as equivalent to a declaration of eamity. No
one who knows the Old Testament scriptures can
fail to see the aptaess of the illustration. At the
gate of Eden God gave notice of His intended
feast ; to Noab, to Abraham, to Moses, to David
through the prophets, did God renew His prom.
ise and seek to prepare the Jewish people for the
conming of Messiah. At length **the fulness of
time " hes come and God has sent His Son into
the world for its redemptlion. Fivst came John
Baptist, then Jesus Hicuself and His apostles with
the decluiation that God’s time had come: * the
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” The parallel
is very close indeed. And though we Gentiles
are of the *‘tramps * who are gathered in from
the highways and hedges, we must not overlook
the fact that we have far less excuse for our in-
difference to Christ than had the Jewish rulers.
All our lives we have had the assurance that
God's *¢ feast of fat things is teady,” and we'have
been repeatedly urged to come. If we have not
come, we should take heed lest the Master of the
feast in ¢ wrath " should withdraw that invitation
and cease to plead with us, leaving us to perish
miserably because we will not come uato Him.
Though the rulers of the Jews were rejected,
there were gathered in **from the streets and
lanes of the city” many to the feast: the poor,
the halt, the lame, the blind,—all who recognized
theic hopelessness, and sccepted Jesus as the
Messiah, Many of the common people heard
Him gladly and believed on His name, Into the
highways and hedges, after the * tramps ” of the
world, the servants have gone and are now
busy “compelling them to come in " that the feast
may be fursished with guests.

II. The Guests Present.—Those in-
vited divide into two classes—those who refused
the invitation, and thus declared their enmity to
the Master of the feast, and thoss who accepted
aod came. The broad general distinction be-
tween the two classes is, that the former were
satisfied with themselves and their possessions ;
the latter, haviog nothiog, came gladly that they
might be filled, Look at the excuses which were
given; there is nothing sinfulin them, but they
manifest sinful hearts—that is heatts turned away
from God, They. have all that they ‘want, and
therefore will not come for the satislying of their
needs. But the poor inthe city slums, the out-
casts and sioners knew their helplessness in
themselves and therefore came.  What a solemn
lesson. Provision is made for all, but there are
wany who will not come that they might have
life; and their lack of willingoess is all that
hinders them, and is ‘all that must necessitate
their eternal exclusion from the good things of
God. ‘' How shall we escape if we ncglect so
great salvation 2" Let us then heed the woice
which bids us ** come " ; and let us come that we
3y find in Jesus Christ all the things that are
““now ready.” Lst usleam to rightly estimate
the worth and the worthlessoess of earthly good
that it may not blind -our eyes to the walue of
eteraal things, .



