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and sinful act. And to made a hero and
4 martyr of a sulelle, 1s not simply an
act of egr:glous folly, it is a crime. Even
the young man (lark, whose death has
called forth those remarks, maunders some
sentimental stuf, about his ‘‘darling”
whom he so much regretted to leave be-
bind, and with whom he had spent two
happy weeks. The pain and sorrow that
would fall upon her were, he sald, the
only things that made him regret tak-
g his life. But why then did he take
{t6? If ghe brought him happiness, wh.y
did he not live and continue that happi-
Degs ?

The truth ‘s, there is, amd canbe, no
defence of so cownrdly and so criminal an
Act as geli-murder.

PRESBYTERIANISM IN BRITISH
GUIANA. i

BY REV. JAMES MILLAR.

Brit!sh Guiana is on the Atlantic coast
Of South America, a few degrees north o
the equator. Under the name Demerara
~the name of its chief county—it used to
be more familiar in Canada, to readers of
fOreign mission reports than it now is;
the interest of the Canmadian Church in
that field ceased after the death o. Rev.
J. Gibson. But British Guiana is not a new
1484, and is far frop being uncivilized. Its
exhibits at the world’s Fair have awak-
tned g new cornwuercial imterest in it, and
¥resbyterians are asking after its spiritu-
al condition,
It was am old Duteh sattlement, cap:-
tured by the British at the close of last
" ®utury, ang finally ceded to Great Brit-
aln tn 1815, Its principal industries have
€0 the cultivation of cof.ee, cotton and
SUZAr. The labour for thess industries
W:as, DPrior to Emancipatlon (which evént
Vest Indians always write with a capi-
tal), slave labour. Since 1838 labourers
ave had to be imported to meet the
Browing requirements of the ecolony,
becayge the descendants of the libera-
e slaves have not taken to sugar can?
¢ “Wtivation, At the present time the pop-
Ulation may be taken roughly at 300,000,
°f whom 38 per cent are covlies, :mportad
fron, past India ; about 52 per cent are
What the world generally would call ne-
8roes, but which the West Indian has to
differentiate into Blacks, Airicans, and Col-
Yured people; the remaining 10 per cent
lng made ap of Portuguese, Chinese, Eu-
TOpeans other than Portuguese, and na-
Uve Ingiang,

The area of the colony is estimated at
About 700,000 square miles; but of this
Ouly 4 fringe along the coast, making
#bout 100,000 acres, is under cultivation.

It is within this narrow strip of land
t"h“t nine-tenths of the population dwell.
(’f°l‘l has been found in considerable quan-
ttiey back froms this strip, and s2veral

Yhousandy of the plack labourers find em-
PMoyment in the var:ous diggings.
C(m.i-n.ng vurselves to the religious as-
Peer of the subject, it thus appears_that
'Z;l@re are distlactly a kome and a for-
&0 myingion territory im the colony.
The black people speak English, and are
fg Protessedly Christian asany white com-
ity :p the North. The Chinese are
8lso Christiam ; the Portuguese are Roml-
Sa Catholics ; and the other white people
;“l‘e Christians of various denominations.
Oﬂde up of the coolies from Uulcu.tta aan
11(';*” parts of the Indian JEmpire,about
000 in pumber, aad employed on al-
Moat évery sugar estate in the colony;
4 the abor.gines, estimated at 10,000,
only to be found in the forests and
:lc'nk the bapks of the rivers and creeks
& distance from the cultivated ter-
Pi‘t,ox-y.

The Ghurches that are at work in the
'%lqny are, in order of numbers, Chureh of

U8land, Chureh of Scotland, Methodist,

regational, amnd Romran Cathollc.
' PM8byterianism s the lineal descendant
O the o1d Duteh Reformed Chureh which
&‘;;ra 8 set up by the settlers irom Holland.
RoC® the cession of the colomy to Great

Ttain the Church of Scotland has been
tl ®d to supbly the min‘sters for this sec-

o0 of the religious community, and the

'

‘?‘e foreign mission or heathen element is’

/

THE CANADA

State, that is, the colony, has provided
the stipends. In 1823 the colony was d:-
vided into 18 parishes, of which nine--each
alternate one—were allocated to the
Church of Scotland, and the alternate nine
to the Church of England. And this sys-
tem of concurrent cndowiment still obtains.

There are at present eleven ordained
Presbyterian mfnisters in the colony, one
of whom is supported by the proprietors
of the estaves in which he labours. Except
n the capital, Georgetown, it may be
said that the Church s a black people’s
€lrurch.  The ordinary country congrega-
tion may not count up 4 dozen ** white”
members in  a population of as many
thousands. The m:nisters are iar removod
wroay each other, sreing that the d)e?ple
are spread along the one public road that
runs parallel with the ocean, n villages
or groups ol dwell:ngs, ‘n almost unbrok-
en contimuity. And 2 faithful oversight
of his long-drawn-out par.sh involves an

Immense amount o. travell.ng on the part .

ol the minister, which has to b> doue in
a temperature neves less cliia S deg.ecs
in the shade, and any thing wp to 130 in
the sun. Twenty miles'n a carriage, and
four services, besides murriages, funeral
and ‘*extras” at each preaching rtation,
may be looked upou as an average Sum-
day’s work.

Education s national-ecclesiastical ;
che Churches condact the schools and the
State supplies the largest portion of the
money. The ministers are the managers
of the schools and are responsible to Gov-
ernment for all things connected with
them. Outside the city the school is also
. place of worship, and the teacher 's
asually a catechist, or assistant to the
minister under whom be is working. Al-
aost every v.llage has its s-hool-church,
with Its regular Suaday services and
selrool, with week-night meetings, as if
the minister couid devote all his time to
it and to the worshippers who meet there.
Where the native schoo! teacher does not
care to act as local assistant, or where
the minister does not care to have him_as
such, the only other assistunts to be ob-

tained are the coloured o.f'ce-bear-
ers, the regularly ordained elders
amd  duly appotnted  deacons. But
the ‘great obe.t.on to them I8 that

they are Im alwost every case men whose
education is of the most meagre sort.
Christlan black men are all preachers, or
would be If they were perinftted; and
many of them preach much batter than
they cam read the Scriptures. But there
is a wide-spread objecton amongst the
black people to preachers of their owmn
colour. The minister has, therefore, to
spread himgelf omt far, even ii ne nus to
sp}e-a(l himpelf out thin, every Sunday, and
to persomally visit and preach at as wany
of these statioms us possible every week.
He may have from three to eight schools
in different parts o. his parish, and a
congregation may be meeting at every
one of them (wice every Svaday, and each
one may regard itself as equal in impor-
tamce to any other. Many a min'ster
has sighed owver the !mperfect manner in
which he has to do some portions o, his
Sunday work, and wishod that owe sez-
tion of his flo’k could arrange to respect
Thursday, or sone day in the middie of
the week, as their Sabbath. These scaool-
churches are poor places to worship in,
according to northern ideas of chureh wor-
ship. They are usually furnished :n the
most primitive fashion with bare Lenches
amnd simple, rude desks; while the light.
img ‘n the cvenings seems oniy suificient to
make the darkness visible. The heat s
often try:ng to Europeans, not to-speak
of the smells froan the toilet o his con-
gr.gation. Inscets aboum:d in the alr and
on the building. But with all the dis-
comforts, many pleasant hours of aweer,
spiritual blessing are epent In chese nur-
series of the Clhurch. The people are a
religious people, and they attend ordin-
amees fairly well. They are also a 'mus-
ical people, and many of thelr choirs
would bear javourable comparison with
some in the dorth, where the members
have had the bemefit of a ‘musical educa-
tion (which these southerners have not
haddy,
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it bas to be adamnitted that while the
{Orm Ot caurch gov:roin :ui is Yresoyterian
its real character s outed a gouu deil
ollloYew (rom .t.  Where eidescs are _niel-
lL.g.n: and capabl:, all the details of pres-
vylery cun be wurked iairly well,  But
wiuere the reverse is the case i@ .u/l.6-
aas to exercise all the odtices 0. o a bish-
op in his own parish, but to do so while
seeln.ng to uliow the session their full pre-
rogat.vs. Ui course tuls calis 100 g eat
wosdom on hig pare; and ii v or there wa -
4 sphere .n wauch wual
quired It Is witha 1loek ot ¢o.oured Cnrs-
cians. ) L - )

Tne ordimary church s rvices vary bo-
h.ag from thuse of Lresbylerians ols -
where. ‘There is none or that emotlona, -
sm that s assoclated with the negroes
of the Southern States of Auerica. 1laere
are mo  plantation gnelodics, such as tne
Jub.lee Singers have wade tamldar in tue
North. kverydhing is po.t-im n-.p . ti.n
«u the oyaus and music ar- u.C.dedly o
4 Prosat-day clAAracter; ala an als o.
ST 0USDess, &4 LOT sineerity, peivaues ll
ihe:r meet.ags., ‘Lbere is, as wight be ex-
pected, o caeney to wWagul.y .u: el cu-
Cy of the sacratnents and o cogard hein
as sav.ng and mdispensavl. ordinunces ;
vul peruaps the Roman and  anglican
Cuaurches are as muecl to blam:e or (n.,,
Ly their dalire:t teaching, as are e natu-
Tdi superstition und jgnorance o ta: pev-
ple. ) Lt :

The peuple are puor, and pave beea
but little .o touch with the big world
cuts.de them, and koow almost nothing
0: that world,  Scotland they nave hcard
vt through theiv paswrs.  afcica they
Kkuow oi .na vagua: way. India they al-
50 ear o threouga the coolies, who have
Codie (rom it.  Lhey have not bean made
to feel that the burden of evangeliz.ng the
heathen elemwent around them .s oo we .aid
upon them ; and even 11 they did feel it,
it would be altogother tov heavy ior them
to bear. Tuese rast Indians have the
same habits, modes of 1.ving, religious
practices and socinl custopus that they nad
i thelr own laad. ‘Lo reach thon.and
to lmtluemce thesn to accept Chrigt, s a
work that culls for more power than tune
black people poussess. In 1891 the Couuld
Misson of the Canadian Church in ‘I'rini-
dad, where the coolie population is not
tareedourths what it !sin British Gaiana,
cost over $44,000, and o: that ammount
nearly $37,000 capme from Canada, or from
the Govern'ment of Trindad.
‘wussions in British Guiana are in the mam
supported by the oiferings o the Llacks
out of ghe.r poverty. But w.th s0 .many

ViFlue was  re-

. ‘first charges’ uwpon the:n lor che maln-

teoance o1 bu.ldings, in a climats that s
excess:vely severe upon bu!lldings, for the
maintenance of grd:nances among their
brethren 1n the bush, at the gold diggings,
and for the ever-growing wants of the
home fields ‘m the nuwmerous villages,
even the little that they have done is
worthy of much commendation. But the
immigrant population grows iaster than
the Christian comynunity, and It must be
4 burning questiom before very long with
the Churches *~at home” how they wili
act so as to keep the grounds they hawe,
if nothing more. The Chureh of Seotlund
has its own troubles vo deal with to-day,
but this ome cannot long be laid aside.
And then will arise thiose other complica-
tions which have been seen elsewhere, and
in other days when different races that
would not assim:late, but bad so much up-
on which they d!sagreed, found one com-
mwlon meeting point in the sanctuary, and
one common object in praleing the Savi-
our who came to save the world and the
God whio made of one blood all nations of
men. In the meantime it Is gratliying
to know that the Presbyterlan Church
there is mot unlaithful to it¢ comynissicn
though the difficulties o' almost every
kind are great. The minimum of ef ort
thus far put forth in this loreign field
has been produ:tive of more good than
one had a right to expect.

Bossuet : You can best remind others of
the good deeds you have done by repent-
ing them as often as opportun'ty afiords.
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- Christian Endeavor,

TESTIMONY MEETING. HOw
CHRIST HAS HELPED ME -

BEV. W.S. M'TAVIsSH, B.D., ST. GEORGE,
Sept. 24.—1 Peter 3: 1516 ; Ps. g4 : 17-19.

This i to b> a testimony meeting. It
Is not customnry, to hold such meetings in
the Presbyterian Church, but we might
be better Presbyteriams, more devoted
Christians and more efficient workers if
we held more of them (Mal. 8; 16;I. Cor.
143 23-26). Let us assume then that
the meet'ng takes the form indicated by
the Tople, and let us suppose that all pre-
sent are willing to speak about their
h-o]pe: What may we expect the test:-
mony to be ?

I. Probably some would, have to con-
fess that they have no hopes. I8 it not
sad to think that there are so many
who Ilive in a Christian land, who have
the Bible im their hands, who have
heard the message of salvation times
without number, who have heard of God’s
everlagting love, whe have read the story
of Christ’s atoning death, and who have
perhaps experienced something of, the
Spirit’s melting inflyence—is it not sad to
think that maay have enjoyed all these
privileges and are still without God and
without hope? (Eph. 2: 12). Among the
saideet words ‘u our languaga are thess,
“No hope.” How the physiclan dislikes
to utter them to amx!ous friends as he
leaves the sick chamber. Every man in-
stinetively suppresses them when he can.
And yet, in this testimony meeting, there
may be some who, i they unbosomed'
themselves, would have to confess that
they have no hope. Can we not px;a.y
for such? Can we not once agal!m point
them to Christ, the sinner’s only hope ?

Il. There wmay be others present who
cherish a hope, but they are not certain

whether It i8 well founded or not. If
they are asked oz what 't is baged they
would probably reply that they have

always been kind, honest, and truthful;
that they have always striven to
do what - they believed to be right;
that they have regularly attended
Gospel ordinances, and that they
have contributed cheerfully towards their
support. Now, if men were saved by
their merits, or their good works, it
would be safe to trust Im such a hope,
but as It is, It is only a delusion. It
is not by works of righteousness that we
are saved (Titus 3: 5).
**No hope can onm the law
justifylng grace;
The law, which shows the sinner’s guilt,
condemns him to his face.”

be bulit of

He who Indulges a hope based: upon
his merits or his own good works, is in
as dangerous a pos‘tion as was Joab
when he sought to save himself by lay-
‘ng hold upomn the horns of the altar
(I. Kings 2: 28),

I, Some can testify that they have
4 good hope through grace (II. Thes. 2;
16). They can say:

“My hope is bullt on nothing less tham

Jesus’ blood and righteousntss;

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but
wholly lean on Jesus’ name,”

Not only do they cherigh this hope but
they are able to give a reason for It.
That reason they have learned, not from
works omn ‘apologetics, but from personal
experience. If the active members will ®
adopt the suggestion given in the Topic
and tell how Christ has helped themy, the
meeting may be made an exceedingly pro-
fitable ome,

Tet us look at a few personal test:-
monies, as recorded in the Word of God,
and perhaps they will help us to under-
stand the nature of the testimony that
may be borne by us. Here are some from
from David: Ps. 18: 16; 34: 6; 140:1-4;
116: 6. Here are some from Paul: Rom. 8:
16; 1I. Cor. 1: 22; IL. Tim. 1; 12. Here
s one from Peter: I. et. 1: 3-5. Here
‘8 another from John: I. John 2: 8.

dn giving a reagom for the hope that
18 In us we should do wo with ‘meek nesy
and fear (Rom. 15: 10; Gal. 2; 20).
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