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THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

BIUR CSONTRIBUTORS,

SOME OID PRESRYTERIAN DOCUMENTS.

Mr. Eptror,—During the year which I have de-
voted mainly to the study of Pioneer Presbyterian
History, many curious and imeresting documents have
come under my observation, some of which I shall be
able to deposit for preservation in Knox College
library,and a few of which 1 will copy or refer to in
this communication. On thewhole the most interest-
ing is a written volume containing Christian experien-
ces of Rev. Jaber Collver, and an account of some of
the wonderful “spiritual manifestations ” which were
“made known * 1o him In his early life in New Jersey.
These were recorded with his own hand when, at the
agce of cighty-four years, he was closing a ministry in
Norfolk county, Ontario, extending through * n quar-
ter of a century,” T'his book will be more particularly
noticed hereafter. with extracts, in connection with a
sketch of the author's life and imost eventful pioneer
labours.

First in point of antiquity, and second on ny list,is
the following church centificate, printed in “old
style” type, the signatures and the words in /ta/ics be-
ing written in the blanks :—

THESE do certify, that the bearer Fohn McGlash.
an an unmarried man resided in the Low Church
parish of Paisley mare than two years preceding the
date hereof during which time Ae behaved ZAdmself
soberly and honestly, frec of public seandal or ground
of church censure known to this scssion, /e was a
communicant.

Attested, at Paisley, the l‘.‘lh?
day of 7Famwary Seventeen
{;lundrcdand Ninty-Feveyears, S
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CoLIN GILLIFS,
Minister

\WILLIAM BELL, |
Sesston Llerk. |

JouN CRrooks, EsQ., GRORGE YOUNG, EsQ.,and M.
WiLLIAM D MiLLER, The sald John Crooks, Esq.,to
be Treasurer; and Mr, William D. Miller, Secretary of
this Society , and four of who. «0 be a quorum,

Excellency Sir Peregrine Maitland, the Licut.-Gover-
nor of this Province, praying the aid ot his enlighten-
cd wisdom and mdent piety, from whom everything
may be expected which is practicable, to assist the
cnergics of this Saciety in thewr difficult undertaking.

The punctuation, Italics, capital letters, etc., are
given above precisely as printed in the * Gleancr"
mote than halfa century ago. In the same number
of that paper, among the advertisements of ariidles
for sale, appeared the following ;—

A SERMON dclivered in ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH
Quebec; by the late ALEXANDER SPaRR, D. D. on
the 2th of March 1819, the day of lus Death.  Also
a FUNFRAL SERMON preached on the occasion, the
13th March 1819,

Who can furnish a copy of the pamphlet contamming
these sermons > It was sold, and probably published,
at Niagara, by Andrew leron, whose son Andrew
now lives in Toronto.

As an indication of the manner in which pioncer
preachers were paid, and of the luxuriousness of ther
living, the following characteristic subscniption paper
will be read with interest :—

PeLHAM, February 24th 1823,

Wethe subscribers do agree to pay Mr. Eastman
forty bushels of good merchantable wheat for the
purpose of having the gospel preached for onc year
once a month, and the wheat to be delivered at the
house of John B Comforts on or before the twenty-
fifth day of Janunry next.

Although this suhiscription reads for “ goud mnsch-
antable wheat,” two columns are made, by ruled lines,
below, one of which has the letter W. and the uther

9. Thata humble memorial be presented to His

father, who cmigrated from New Jersey to Canada
before 1790, Under the head of “marriages,” he
says; “For the first few years, [before the tdvent of
ministers] the partics leR Barton in the night, went in
a boat to The Forty [Grimsby] to Judge Petit, and re-
turned the same day.  Also, the captain and half-pay
officers married some.  Advertised at some tavern
or storethree weeks.” .

And this leads naturally to the following document,
the onginal of which 1s before me, and which explains

ftself ;=
PrLHAM, Oct. gth, 1843.

Unto the Honourable the Legislauve Council of
the Province of Canada, in Parhament as-
scmbled, at Kingston. .

The petition of the undersigned, of Pelham, Niagara
Distnct, humbly sheweth, that your petitioner, hav.
mg resided m thie Province nearly three years and a
half, 1s the pastor of the Presbyterian church in Pel-
ham, N. D., and being an alien, is not qualified to
celebrate the marriage covenant.  Now, therefore,
your peutioner humbly prays that a law may be pass.
ed dunng the present sesston of the Legislature, to
naturalize lnm.  And your petitioner, as in duty boundy
will ever pray. :

AnijAH BLANCHARD, D, D,

I might continue, at great length, this enumeration
of curiositics in my Presbyterian historical museum,
but this must do for onc article.  After the custom of
many of the poncer preachers, with whom I am, just
now, “keeping company, I will proceed to close
with a few

PRACTICAL OBSERVATIUNS,
which, though they may not indicate a very close re-
lavonship to the preceding discourse, may; never-
theless, be not enuirely pecubiar in that respect, while
they will serve just as well my present purpose.

1. The subject of Proncer Preshyterian Historyde-

» = Mr. McGlashan was father to Rev. Alexander Mc- |
Glashan and Kev. Leonard Mculashan, who were |
brought up in Pcltham fownship, Luncoln County, and |
have “gone home,” lcaving many nipened fruits of |

mands immediate attention, 1f we would save the frag-
ments which are not already wholly lost. During the
past few yecars, ire has destroyed many valuable

the letter C at the top, indicadng that curn, as well
as wheat, was “legal tender™ for preaching n
those days. Twenty-five bushels were subsunibed

their ministry, especally on the Niagara Pemnsula,
A large circle of staunch Presbytenan descendants
still remain in Petham.

Next in orderof anuqe -ty are the proceedings of “*a |

meeting of the habitants of tha town of Niagara,

Subscnbers to the funds for rebuilding the Presby- |

tenan church in Niagara,” “ held 1n the school house
on the fifth anst,” which 1 find printed 1n the Niagara

“ Gleaner ” of the date of June 17th, 1819. The old |
church building had been destroyed by the Amen- |

cans, **1n consequence of its being occupied by His
Majesty’s army duning the late war.” Rev. Charles
James Cook, a Baptist clergyman, presided, and, with
others, the following resolutions ** were unammously
passed.”

Resolved, 1st, That this meeting deeply deplores
the distress created by the late unnatural and calam.
itous war; and fuily sympathuses with their fetlow in-
habitants and fellow sufferers ; the fruts of whose in-
dustry, skill and prudence, were all swept away by
the late anmihilating “ besom of destruction,” the late
war ; particularly so upon the recollection, that even
their consecrated temple, which they had dedicated
to Heaven,was erased to the Earth, and trodden un-
der foot by the invaders of their country.

2. That this meeting, notwithstanding the magni-
tude of their own personal and ndividuas losses, sin-
cerely regres, that they have even so long seglected
this first and greatest , and most inportant of all their
dutics, the rassing up agawn of the House and divelling
place of thear GOD ; fully assured that they ean expect
but little prospenty and happiness 1n their own habi-
tations, while the habitation of Heaven remams trod-
en under thesr feet.

3. That this mecting feels it to be their duty and
the duty of crery inhabitant of this town and its
vicinity, to excrt their utmost abilities in supplying the
means to erect again their temple of holiness, and
to build up agam a house for Him, who in ages past,
was * the Lord God of Isracl® only ; but whom, now,
with the mingled emotiorns of gratitude and delight,
they are enabled to name THE LorD Gop oF
NIAGARA—THE LORD GOD OF THE CANADAS—
THE LORD GOD OF THE CHRISTIAN WORLD.

4. That this meeting, for the accomplishment of
this most holy object, respectfully request the follow-
ing gentlemen to be a building committee, viz, The
Rev. CHARLES JanmES Coox, RaLFe CLENCH, ESQ,
ANDREW HERON, ESQ., JOKN BREAKENRIDGE, E5Q.,

. )
L N - - T TR SPPY SURMEIVLALT.

under the letter W, and fourtceen under the letter .,
I while one subscription w.as for “six shillings New
b yoek currency ~ probably about the market value of a
bushel of wheat If Mr Eastman was paid in the
same proportion for his services in other places, hus
salary for one year umounted {o four times forty bush-
els of grain, or, probably, one hundred and twenty
dollarscask  Another subscription, three ycars later,
required bis attendance “once every three weeks,” for
one year, to “assist and iustruct us to worship ows
Creator,” and it promised, for such service, thirty
seven hushels of wheat and ten shillings in Provincial
currency.

Here, in an improvised leather cover, is a series of
sermons, printed and written, which were preached
by the Rev Robert McDowall -date not recorded.
They eluridste the doctrine of predestination so
forcibly as to give nodoubt of the preacher’s orthodoxy
as a Calvinist. Ihold these, as a loan from Rev.
Peter Duncan, of Colborne,to whom 1 am indcbted
for a numboer of favours. Who can, and will,send me
the complete series, for Knox College library? And
here is an original letter or repor, addressed by M.
MeDoawall, under date of January 15th 1839, to Rev.
Henry Gordon, who, probably, was moderator of
Kingston Presbytery. It is a valuable historical
document, and though it bears evidence of having
been culled by sther historical tyros, it is not yet ex-
hausted. It was kindly sent me by Rev. Thomas
Alexander, now of Mount Pleasant, but formerly a
member and clerk of that Presbytery.

The Rev. Robert McGill, then of Niagara, in a let-
ter published in 1841, writing of a number of churches
in the Niagara Peninsula, said, “Prejudicies have been
fostered in their minds against the Church of Scotland
on very absurd grounds.” The fact of the existence
of such prejudice, whatever the grounds, is illustrated
in the title deed of the churck groperty of Grimsby,
now before me, in which 1 find the following clause .
—* Providing always, and these presents are upon
this express condition,that the said church so erected,
or to be erected, upon the said parcel of land, shall, at
all times hereafter, be supplied solely either with
Ministers of the United Presbytery of Upper Canada,
from Europe, or from the United States of America,
wholly excluding all ministers of the Established
Kirk of Scotland.”

‘The venerable representative elder of the church at
Barton, Mr. David Hesse, contributes four foolscap

pages of memoranda made at an early day, by his
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documents, and discase and death have clouded the
memonies or clused the hips-of many important wit-
nesscs.  Stephen Blackston, a beloved ruling clder,
who formerly resided in Barton, 10 this Province, and
froin whum 1 have received interesting and valuable
letters, was found dead m hus bed, in lilinoss, on the
moming of the recent fifth of December. Though
eghty four years and seventeen days old, he was, to
the last, actine in the service of the Master whom he
lcarned to know and love, nearly halt a century ago, 1n
tus Canada home. He reured the night of December
fourth, 1n apparent guod health, and with an engage-
ment to go with his pastor the next day to administer
thesacrament toanunvahd Chnistian. Thisengagement
was not kept, and his last historical letter has been
wntten. On the same day Rev. Alexander Lewis,
from whom I was just about to seek information, “fell
asleep”at Mono Mlls, Untano, agedeighty-eightyears,
I am expecting valuable aid from his library, but the
living witness is witnessing on hugh.

2. 1 eannot travel personally over all the Dominion
to gather documents, make extracts from Journals,
and otherwise gather information. 1 cannot sit down
quictdy by his fireside in Barne, with the venerable
Rev. Samuael Porter, and 1alk over the last days of the
United Synod ; nor can | personally search among
the papers of the late Rev. Wilham Smart, at Belle-
ville, for the history of the early days of the United
Presbytery. | cannot personally call upon the Rev.
Henry Gordun, at Gananoque, nor upon the
surviving relatives of the veteran pioneers,
William Bell, Robert McDowall, Robert Boyd,
William  Jenkins, Wilham Proudfoot, John Mec-
Kentie, John Gemaull, Thomas Christie, John
Machar, James Harris, and others. whose names will
be readily recalled ; but the information they might
#tiow be able to furnish vugit not, thercfore, to be lost
to the Church and tothe world. Somcbody at each
place can look up the jtems and documents and re-
port to me.  Will somebody do it?

3. My work will, so far as practicable, cover the
entire Domunion, and it will necessarily occupy much
time. 1 desire, as I proceed, to devote a newspaper
article to each separately organized movement, which
helpedto lay the foundations of Presbyterianism inany
part of Canada. I design to notice many of the
churches, and, and so far as I can be furnished the
necessary information, 1 will be glad to assist in per-
petuating the memoriesof the self-sacrificing labours
of the individual pioneers. - ‘o .
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