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Durng tht rip, 'uurteen statiauts werc vislted , sev.
enteen meetings wcre held an week day%, and nt
twelve points dtvina servl.:e was iîeid crilibbath and
the sacranîeuts adtvrnistered. W'e had the pleasure
cf mieeting.%Ix of tht student inissionaries In their re-
spective fields, and heard goad reports ai their work.

ltis desirabie tiîat the importanre cf the Muakoka
and Party S,)und districts, as a field af înissinnary
work ilr aur tehurch, shonuld bc better lnown. Tht
,ýeneraI opinion May be <bat it is por nnd unproinibing
but ibis journey has led me ta a quite différent impres-
ion. Those who visit as sunmner touriste, or who are
&acquainted cniy wlth the most frequenîed m'.utes af
tr.iveI, cani scarcely attain cnirre.-t int..cssians in tii
ma~ter. There iq, witlîoîî douibt, a pros.perou; future
for tht distiht. Tue census slesvs alrcady apopîîlittinn
af r1101 th-In 27,000~, a greai inctst over the former-
nutmber. Tiiere are many roçky ridges traversing the
country, IL is true. but therc aire a fertile sol, a favour.
able climate, and scenic influences net fund in the
Scattish Ilighiandsc for tht uprearing ai a hardy and
thrifty population. \t did nlot bcair any discoritent ex-
pressed by the settlers regatding their prospect%, but
*e did hear that tîtere are (armer rebidents of Màni-
toba whlo prefer Muakoki. Ini severai townshiips,
scutied fur oniy/ thtcc ycar%, wvc saw inuch good land
.Lrd severai large clearings with goed crolîs. out ai
ma-ay instancee, 1 will mention but one place on hgi
Lýùd cri tht west side of Siony Lake, in townlbip of
Strong,coinnianding a fieview. Here. Mc. Findl.îy's

eservices wese ini requisition la unite a pair in marriage,
and wc 'vert informed <liai a !,oung man hart snld lus
dlaims and impravements on 2oo acrcs for Siao la
deed cannot bc given untîl there art ive years of set.
lement), and bis (ailier 'vas ofihrcdl by parties front
Hlamilton $2 oaa for the famne consideration on a lot
cf the saine eztent. On the Siuth R.cwhich tmp.
tics ifito Lake Nîpissing, there 'vîli be somve tint f.srms,
level and frec fronm stane as in tht «'franL" 1 May
add <bat we came through ane cf tht older parts,
whicli, about six years ago, appearedt te ste an un-
promising setulement, but now preserits a tînely im-
praved aspect, the fields being irce ai sturnps and 'veli
tîlled. Here, 1 was <aid, tht settlere are cornifortable.
ba mu.--h as regards tht prospects of the country.
Wec bave between fluty a-nd!sixty missions <litre already,
more or less reguarly supplied with Gopel ordîn-
ances by aur nîissionaries. Few ai <hem, are sîrong,
ar able as yet ta conîribute maney for tht support of
tht G 2spei. Tbty have ta bear tht difficuities inci.
dental te ail ncw settiements, and have hadt frequent
losses by summier frosis. Tht great dificulty now is
tht 'vant of markets for disposai af their surplus pro-
duce When lumber camps are located in their neîgh-
bourhocd they can seli, but ail have nat <bis advantage,
and saine have tadowhat îhey cansin trading tht surplus
offTat country stores Tht great need ai the district is
railway communication, wbich it is hoped îhey 'viii
soon enjoy. As a mission field, Muskoka bas laboured
under great disadvantages, in sis being isolate.). Tht
stations art net, as in the case of ather Presbytencs,
in the neigbbourhood ai settled charges and under the
cye cf members of Presbytery. Aise <bat !ht supply
of missionary service is intermitîed for tht mosi part
during tht 'vanter months. If tht work is ta prasper,
it seins absolutely necessary that more liberal grants
be given frein tht Homne Mission funds for tht seutle.
ment af ardained missionarîts, and <bat catechists bt
found who may bie able and willing to labour during
'vinter.

There are sanie incidents ai tht leur which may be
mentiened. Au Nipissing 've had a few days for re-
creatian, and 'vert niost handsomely helped in this
matter by Mr. MIcK'.nzie, formc.rlyoaiTceswater. Mr.
lMcKenzie placed his large boat, tent, and hinistif, ni
our diposal for two er three days, sailing in the lalce
and fishing arnong ires numn-rous islands. Ht aise
furnished largely of the supplies for tht excursion, and
refuscd ta reccîve any compensation whicb we desired
hum te taire. To MIrs. McKenzie and tht daîighters
aise, 've cwe thanks for kind attention, as 'veil as ta
Xm Beatty for hospitality. Wo bad aise tht plea-
sure of îwo days' sait an the ne.i steamer " Inter.
Occam," an tht first day from Nipissing ta~ South-
East Bay, and ibence to Siutgeon River, an tht north-
'vesi short ai tht lake. Tht day and tht -cenery
'vert meost enjoyable. Could I picture tht sail up tht
S urgeon River fr..n tht delia ai its mautb te tht
ianding place, tbret miles distant, )our readers would
be dclighted. As tht steamer approaches tht landirig
place tht river bays out, and yen loe sigbt of tht

course until you disrover on tho left and right angle
with tho vessel's lengtb, the river pauring tbroughi a
narrow gorg~e in the rky ledge. Abave tits outlet,
ai a distance af tls than a tuile, atre fine chutes on
eli.h..r aide of an Island which divides the river. Mr.
lilidritch resides here, and keeps a store, there bcing
but ane other white famiiy on tht river. WVe werc
kindly entertitincd h rneand held %ervice in tht bouse
ai closeai tht day. Over a dozen persans werc pres
ent, two af them Nlessrs. Davidien and Silîh, of An-
glie, and ont an Indian. There was a speciai interest
in this occation, as wc understaad ita o he firsi
P'rotestant service ever heid an tht nortb shore of
Like Nupis-ng. It was on Tuesday, 23,d August,
and not on Siday, ns stated rccently by a carres-
pondent <i the "Globe." Next day, aýseven am.,w'e
embarked an tht steamer for the return. Tht morn-
ing was (c.g.<y and tht smnke dense. 1< «as tht lirst
ai the snîuky days whmch have cantinueul tilt the date
ai <bis wrîîlng. WVc 'ert înuch indebted ta Captain
Burrit for bis caurtesy and kindness an tlie steamer.

On the way bark train Nipissing, 'vo saw tire fre-
quently in tht woods, and witnessed sonit of tho dis-
tress it caused. On Fniday, the 2f, h, we droveîtwelve
miles fran? t:."nm.inda to NMr. àltVittt's bouse an tlie
i>arry Sound rond, for tht purpoc of holding service
on arrivai, 'vo iound iliai the barri witls trops and
impîcmnents hast been buc-ned. This lent a sad inter.
est te the service, amd inciied us ta impart such
consolation as we couid.

At Mlaganetawan wc worshîpped witb a consistera-
bIc congregatian an Sabbaths i4-h nue. 28-h, .nd
administered tht Lard's supper an the fariner day.
I was iniormied ihat a considerable number, hall per-
h'ps, ni tht communicants 'vert memibers ai tht
Methodisi Churcb. 1< 'vas evidence of cordiality
between tht intutbers ai thet <'o Churclîts. If stmilar
cordialîty could bc arrived ai by mission boards ai
these Churcheg, tht miîssion field might be wrought
'vîth l-ss friction, with grcater economy an bath sîdes,
and 'vith.idvantagc for promotion ai thet<rue religion
in the district.

1 wîah te suit iny impression as te tht value cf tht
services of Mr. Fîodlay as supenintendent of missions
in tht district. Their value bas been long known ta
tho members oi Presbytery. I %vas viih iîm avec but
a part ai the field under bis care, but I have liadt a
vitw ci tht diffi,.ulîies he bas te meei, and the labours
required ai bini, involving long absence fron homne.
It is work whîcb net many wouid undertake, and for
whîcb many, though wilimg, would not be duly quai-.
fied. But I forbear; it is not yet time ta write bis
epitaph.

Ont bideî item May interest tht editor ai tlie As-
sembly's argan, as shewing it tn have other kinds of
usefulness <ban bc may yeî have ltarned. In anc
place îvbere we 'vere vcry kindly entertained, %,te feund
aur sleeping aparimeni decorated in ceîling and walls
with tht pages ai tht I Record." Aiter having no
doubt served their primary purpose, they 'vert pasîed
careiully in due arder, se that tht margins .were in
lunte 'vîth eacb otherand tht effeci was an agretable
check pattern of 'vl-paper.J

1 have mentiomed the naines cf a fcw persans te
whom 've 'ert indebted, buti h is due te others ta say
that aIl tht way through 've met -Iith kindness [rom
members of aur Churcb <ce numerous te mientian
sepatately ; andi we beg them, cne and ait, shauid
<bey sec these lines, to acceptecur niosi cordital thanks.

NOTES ABOUT TH1E NOR'H.UEST.-
SUPERIXTENDENT 0F MISSIONS.

»Y TUiE star CEL"t aDr<c1ý. A., ST.CAIIAXI.4zS.

It has been my fortune lately to speîîd a few weeks
in tht North-West as it is called-a <cm vague
enaugh te indicate the vastress ai tht country, and
the indeiniteness ci aur concep~tions cf i. During
that time I 'vas preserit, with Rev. Dr. Cochrane, ai
the installa' ion of Rev. Mr. Robertson te the office
of Superinitndeni of Missions ia Manitoba and
tht North-West. You have airtady given an accounit
cf uhat very important event, and oi the local interes-
I mnean the interesi in the ciîy ai Winnipeg-wbicb
'vas maniiestedl on that occasion. It is suy purpose
ta givc you, in a iew tvardç, an expression af tht
intcrest arcused in a 'vider field by the saine event,
because lu is of importance for tht Church ta knew
havi tht action of the Asbembiy is receîvtd by tho!t
in whoýe interest immediately tht appoinîmemu 'vas
made. 1 lefi Winnipeg afttr tht installation cf Mr.
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Robertson, and through the kfndnessf ci he Rev. Mr.
Bell of P'artage la P'rairie, i m-as cnabicd to visit a
large nurnbfr ci the missionaries, and ta travel over
a wtde, range of country in a compratively short
space of tîne. W«c drov~ (rom forty to sixty miles
each day. AIaOgcther the weather and roads were so
ex,-eptlonaiiy line, ihat the experience was dciight!ui ta
me, nt least, who having na responsibility liti Çnding
or kecping thet rail, hall sirnply ta watch the apening
up, as wc drove aiong day aller day, Gf these wonder.
fui vistas, ta the tuneful cadence of the horsts' oet
drumming on the wcii.beaien itnî-a pieaislng ltnd
often sl.cp pravakiniz muskc, whcn roads and winds
and b.ilsny ýuniight gently coenspire ta produce agrec.
able sensations 'vîthin you ; sensations which do flot
become less pleasing front the prescrr ai an imnder-
Iying conscioubncss ci whao- these saine eements tan
become ai other semsons anîd in .titcred circumistances.
The recoilection tc'npts site in let my pen i un looso in
samne description oi the impretsions which these
grcat solei plain%, these lonely plains, these cease-
less, fiîful, iawlesç, weird winds o! the prairie, and a
thauisand o:her things, make upon the mind of a
stranger; but 1 nmust go on with my subject. 1 arn
thankfui ta have liîd a chance ai seeing cur mission-
aries on the plaine, their homne, and -the nature cf
thet zwork. No description cati sake the saine
impression an the mind as seeing and hearing In
such things. Among niany things worthy cf note,
one was tnîpressed upan aur mnds ovcr and over again
-the number ai the settiers who are Presb) terians.
Ont Is ai a les% ta accauni. fùr tii. The propoitions
must sometime vary, and other parts cf the field nMay
be, and ne doubt are. diff!rcnt in this, but in iliose
Iiundreds of miles tbat we traveiled aver it became
.unusing ta note how firq-uently one could discover
ti the staid solidity cf manner, and even in the
autline of the forrs, ahld the expression of the
face, the unsp iken but positive assertion, " 1 amn a
Presbyteria.n;"' and generaliy this faci was stated in
words in the course of a1 (ew sentencez of conversation
about the circumstances of the setulement. 1 do neot
think there wcrc anv niagrietico.tcclesiastical crirrents
ranning across the prairies turning our horsts and
ourselves towards5 the homes of our denominaîsonal
affi luties, and I hope and blceve we were flot led by
feelings so unworthy of aur Church, ind se out of
sympathy with the country, as te be loalcing for
Prcsbyterians aioe, or ini a spirit which would have
caused, us ta rejoice the less in the presece ai others.
And, on tht ather hand, titese confidences of the
peopt - were flot specialiy sought for, and it is nat my
impression that tbere was anything of the Presbyter
about us ta invite <hem. 1< is simply this, the pres-
ence cf Preshyterians ini the North-West in very
large numbers in proportion te the population, is a
fact,and atact wbich is full af niearing toaur Church.

In regard ta the appointment, however, 've found a
universal and profound satisfaction with the action cf
the Assembiy-satisfactiat vrith the creation af the
office, and satisfaction with the appointment cf Mr.
Robertson ta the office- Missionaries and people
have feut for years <bat the work was being seriousiy
hindered for want cf a Superintendent. 1< was
utrly impossible for the Presbytery af Manitoba te
manage the fild; the idea wouid have been ridiculous
but for the serious issues invoivcd. Greater stil1 was
the absurdity of tht idta that the Hame Mission
Carnttee, meeting twice a year, could direct and
oversce the work. It is a marvel tbat the woik has
been donc as it has been dont. Much credit is due
<o the missionarits for their scif*denying and carnet
and wise labours, and ta the ministers of tht Presby-
tery cf Manitoba, who have sacriiced their bealth at
trnes in their efforts te keep abreast af tht surprising
growîh of the field. Now the question will soon be,
how mnuch it is possible for even tht Superinicadent
to overtake in such a field. Hawcver, there will be
now organization ivise and vigorous. Congregations
'viii be arranged with a vicw tu tht future. Tht
labours af missinnaries wîll be directed te advantage,
and tht financial strength cf the fields will be
developed far more cfficientiy than ever befare
Mission fields 'viii takt much more rapid steps
towards independence and orgt niaion, a sesuli
which 'viii tell powverfuily, flot anly an tht financial,
view ai the case, but as iveil an tht spirit cf the con-
gregations. 'Vîîh such an assurance as te the
increased efficiency af the wark, the Churcb should
put forth every tffart te keep pace with the great
work. Tht incr=ae for a few y=as wili be extra-


