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IT may flot be a vcry appropriate word for a bcaiding, but it
looks nice, and anyway sounds better titan "T'rifles." Sr,
kind readers, let it pass witbout rougli comment.

Many years ago, at the Salem Church, near Springrleld, Rev.
Dr. Peter Akers preachied before P1resident Lincoln, and pro.
phesied the abolishmnent of slavcry and the tyranny of tlic
cburch. Howv far this forestalling bas been fulfihled it j. flot
vcry easy to say. Slavery of Africans in the Snutberni States
was abolislîed by the Sccssion war thrc decades ago ; but a
slavcry of white men and wvonin, a slavery ncarly as cruel and
perhaps more galling, though it is entercd 'into apparently
voluntarily by its victims, stili cxists and is extcnding. %Vealth,
and with it ever.incrcasing power, accumulates and is held hy
a few, whiile the great majority of toilers realize painfuilly that
the lharder tbey work the greater is the gain to their employers
and the stronger are the chains wvhich bind the workers. %Vith
most enîployers it is no longer a question of what is just in the
inatter of wages. Th'e query they put to theîîîselves is-for
how little can they get this %vork done ? A crin do the work
as efficiently as B ; but B, driven by sheer necessity, is willing
to takeI 25 per cent. less than A, therefore B3 is ernploy'td. And
the employers go their way and rejoice, wvhiIe the employees,
divided, jealous of and mistrusting one another, unwilltng to
,ict in concert, ignoring the qtrength they possess, hug rifore
closely thc binding chains which by their disunion tbey so
richly nienit.

%Vith regard to the abDlition of the tyranny of tlîe church
foretold by Dr. P'eter Akurs, we have but to, turn to -omne reso-
lutions passed (or attempted to be passed> by the L.ynod that
was sitting iii \Vinnipeg a few wveeks ago. Just censure was
bestowed upon the mnethods adopted by certain churches for
getting a share of that filthy lucre for which s0 many in the
world are s riving. Auctions, lotteries, sales of useless articles
nt exorbitant prices, putting up a pretty girl to be kissed at so
miucb per smack,-all suicli methods were condemncd unani-
mnously. But people were to be forced ino giving to God by
being nmade to pay tithes. One member of the Synod seemed
-() touched by God's poverty that he proposed that at letist
one-te; th of one's earnings be given to GodI 0 f course, par-
sons, like church property, bad to, be exempt fromn ihis taxa-
tion. And what wds odd, no member of the Synod volunteered
to inform a sceptical îvorld how these gifts to the Almighty
were to bc forwarded.

The North-West Review of Sept. t6, in speaking of 'Man-
chester, Vt., says, after praising the place for its beauty, its
good water, and its excellent accommodation for visitors :

IlUntil now there bas been wantizg one need to make Mani-
chiester comiplete -a cathedral church. If ail be well, by next
year Our Lord's Presence will flnd -pernianezb <bode in a place
so fitted for his eatthly habitation."

Rejoice, 0 Manchester, and be glad, for thou hast been
found worthy to be a permanent abode for Our Lord's Pre-
sence 1 Jerusalem, with sad memories of ber heautiful :.enples,
once tbe joy of the wbole carif, alas ! gentiles walk in her
streets, and the spot wbere God's bonor dwelt is polluted by
beathens 1 But thou, 0 Manchester (Vt.>, art chosen to be
the permnanent abode of Our Lord's Presence; tberefore again
1 say, Rejoice 1 And, now that tbere is 50 nîuch talk of the
world conîing to an awful end, what a nice permanent abode
Manchester, Vt., will he for our own dear presence i

Some little consternation has been created in certain reli.

gious circles by a \Vinnipeg preaclier likeining tlîe 1-Ioly Bibie
to clouds and to tolling bi).ls. Children looking nt clotids
suent to discover in theni an>' shape that tbey ina>' iish) to sec;
youing people listening to the tolling of blls cati make ilium
say whlatcver tlîey wisli to licar ; so tiiose w~ho search God's
hol>' word for guidance can find in it an>' prccept the>' wisli to
follow I %Vliat a reliable guide 1

'l'lie Rev. S. S. Mitchell, flI)., lately prcached at the P)rcs.
Iby*erian Church, Buffalo, on tlîe text, Il Continue thou in fthc
tlîings which tlîou hast lcarned and hast been assured of " (2
'1101 3 i 14). To the orthodox, tlîis sermon may have becît
convincing ; but as ait argument in favor of Christianity auîd
addressed to unbelievers it is wortbless, for tbc reverend gentle.
tuait simply begs the question he inmagines lie is discussing ;
thne arguments used are based on dit assunîpti6n that the Bible
is the word of an infallible God. Righîtly enougli, lie states
that " the sceptical tendencies of tlie day are no new thisîg.
They are at lcast nineteeti centurie- old." Ytes, and much older
than tliat, for I hold it tbat scepticisni is couvai witb prîest-
craft. No sooner did somne see in the supernatural a inearis
by which they could overawe and rule the credulous, thin
others, like Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, rcbelled igiinst sui
tî'-anny, crying out to the self-made priests, IlYe take too înuch
upon Vou ! " And died tbe death in thecir brave defence of
liberty. Mr. Mitchell says, Il It is true fliat the spirit of our
day is one of restlessness and tinfaith ; but the existence of thîis
spirit and its justification are two wide-spread tlhings." (hanted,
hut a like accusation could he laid uipon Chîristianity ; tlîougli
this, I suppose, &Mr. Mitchell wvould flot admit. IlFor we must
consider that the ati-ospbere in which our day is îulungcd is
one that our day has created ; tlîat whiclî it breatiies in is
something that it flrst breatbcd out." [I luhs is soîiiewhat per.
plexiiig, but is followed by somfething iii wlîicli most of uis will
acquiesce.] Il The inspiration of to.d-ay is tbe expipation or
yesterday." TIhat is, 1 presume, cach religion, as it passes
away, gives rise to a newv one, " as warîin, as unequalled'in
bliss," and just as illusive and unsatisfyiig as tliose wlîicli have
preceded it. Tlien follows the question, «"Where cIse did tbe
spirit of our age corne from ? l'he external universe lias not
cbanged .. tbe Infinite One is simply uncbangeribIe,-tbe
saine yesterday, to-day, and for ever,-and the Bible lias re-
ceived no necw additions for centuries. '

'lle uncbangeableness of tlîe (13iL ..) Infinite One is flot
well authenticated ; Bishoip Temple, in lus contribution to the
once famous Il ssays and Rcviews " speaks of the nîaiy
methods adopted b>' the Bible God in teaching bis will to uar.
First unquestioning obedience to tlîè commanîd, "l0f the troe
of the knowledge of good and cvil, tlîou shaît fiot cat of it."
One tthing on)>' asked to be done. Then came bloody sacri-
fices, acconipanied b>' a niultitute of petty rites aud observances:.
tben followed teaclîing of a lîigber order, and the hîelittling or
fornmer instructions. Il 'ili the L.ord bc pleased witlî tIîotîa,îd
of ranis or witb ten thousands of rivers of ou? Shail 1 give
my flrst born for my transgression, the fruit of ,iiy body forlthe
sin of my soul ? H-e bath sbowed thee, 0 niait, wlmat i, go

....to do justly, and to love mercy, and to wailk lîumbly
with thy God." Aîîd listi>', the bisbop said, Jesus was giveiî
to the world to be an example. The sniall inatters of child.
hood, parents' bebests as to beliavior in ptublic and in private,
the rites, sacrifices and ceremnonies of the young chîurcb were
tbings of t 'ho past ; the example was to be frillowed and beaveit
gained. The example set by Jesus lias been followed by those
wbo call tiienîsclves bis ambassadors in a nuanner more pleasint
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