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BTIRY OP1 A MAGNOLIA.
The evergreen magnolia, so, welI knowni for the spiendor ni

its blossoms, %vrts first brougbt to Europe, from the batiks of
the Mississippi. in »732, by a Frenct. officer of marines, who
planted it at his native placé, Maillardière, about ibur miles
from Nantes. Ilere the magnolia grew and flourished ; bu!,
ils introducer having died, l-tle notice %vas taketi of it, and,
when observed, it was supposed to be offly some variety of
the common laurel, which it resembles ini its leaves. Tbîrty
years afierwards it flowered, and %vaq then discovered hy M.
Bonami, professor of botany at Nantes. to be the ..llagnolia
grandfiora of LintiSus. At a meeting of the states ut Bre-
tagne, held at Nantes in September, 1760, M. Bonami pre.
sented a branchi of this mnagnolia inl flôtwer Io the Pri:icess de
Rohan Chabot, and il excited so much aurmiration that its
fume sbortly after renched the ears of Louis XV. The mon-
arch %vas then ornamentiin bis garden at the Petit 'Irainon,
and had there some small plants of the .Magnolia grand jiflora,
which had in .lhe mear.time been introduced int Europe by
one of the Etiglisli collectors ; and wvhen Louis heard that lie
had ini bis own d-c'ninions a tree of this rare exotic, furty feet
bigh, wbich %vas covered witb blossoms every year, hie sent
two of bis gard'îaers to examine il, with orders to transport it
to, Versailles, if they could ensure ils living. This if was a
formidable ohst icle ; and, the gardeners reporting that they
feared it would nuit survive ils removal, it wvas suffdred to re-
main at Maillarilière. Thirty years more brou-lit the Revo.
lution, and amidet the general destruction even the poor mag-
nolia did not escitpe ; it wvas rnutilated in the war of La
Vendée, and ils branches were eut for firewood ; the bouse
near which it sîood 'was burnt clown, and the magnolia was
seorced and %vithtied hy the flames. It partially rccovered,
and still survives, though now only the wreck of what it wvas.
-Seced.

LEArNeiNG Fn.,cî.-Wblen Brummell wvas obliged, "1by
muney, debt, and ail that," to retire to France, hoe knewv no
French ; and baiving obained a grammar for the purpose of
study, Scrope Davies wvas asked what progress the beau had
mrade in French: lie replied that elBrummell had been stop-
ped, like Bonaparte in Russia, by the elemeats."l
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