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SYMýPOSIUM7.\

IS TME TRAININCG FOR THE 'LINISTRY 0F THE PRESBYTEXLIAN CHURCIH IN
CANADA SUFFICIENiLY PRACTICAL ?

This opening« article of 1)r. Arîustrong
is, as was requestcd, 0o1 tic tr-ainuîîg iii
the tlieologic(r.l halls. After wu hiad
askced hlmu to write wve <leterisuinccl to
broadcn the subjt to tliat whxici is
giveni above. Oit paîge (2 of our hast
issue ive maî:de a stateinent concerîingi-
this symxposium; we wvould dr.îw atteil-
tion to wliat «%vas said tlîere.-Ied(ior.

Ybu Il-ve askd. Ille Io give yoiU a
short paper as tlic epeîiig wo a discus-
sion of tise qucestion-4"ls tise trîiiiîîiiin
our thicological hllhs suttlicicnfly p)ract--
cal 'Y' Ans claborate article wili îlot be

e-xpccted. 1 have ilicrefore thirowîî to-
gctller tise foliowisg tîsouglils ivitîs Ile
noise thiat Iliey ivili serve Io initroduce a

"syinposs cil o itis sîibject Uitt wîill
lie vcry î'r.ctical iîideed.

Thscre is nio one -%vlto qus I ll e :îil-
ity, piety îild zea-l wvilî îvii Ilte grc:t
dluty of trainin;g lîre.cliers is icare
bty tîtose t, whi o ui- Cliînreli lias. coin-
unlitied it. But cî ci tlsey ivil i lot he

aboe lkiig ahit -iuidiy gvesi.
IVe. boid Ilhat ilie. trainiing iii oir lialls

van be miadle miore lir.ictic.:d ani eiii-
cient.

:1. In Ile tenchimg of systeussasic theL-
ology il would be a liractival ;zailà if
more liber-ty -tvere givesi Io sm~demis iii

dicsi lte varlous Ilieilnes b)roîîghIt
uinfer thieir notice By this 1 do flot

men Ilte ordiiary liberty of a:skingi-
questionis and of siibinittiuîg an occasion-
al point. WVlit t nîcmen i; tliLs: Let

thic themne be introduceci bly the teaclier
or by a studeuît, andi let tiierc be a free
conférence on tis Ilieine iù ic lae
mont. ,such conférence Io lie continueti
as long as it, is sigtieandi inspirinig.
'Ile Professeý-,r cai Ilien suii up tlie dis-

cîso.îmalie eirrect ions whiere îîeedcd,
nni guaide bis stînlents to z-zurces of ii-

formnationî in tsse library. lIs titis wvny

the sttitleit7s iîîiid is kcept alert vhiercas
it luj Loinparatively pas-ýsive ii cransîîîiîug
Ill zi text-book or takiingr down nlotes
frontî <lktaiion 10 lic lcarncd off for the
es:îiuin:itiosî :t thse enl of fli:c teni.

2. Unies:s great changes have takes
place in the uîîetlîods of exegeticai
te.clîiîiiin rceîît yeztl-, thcre is rou

for im-.ctical inîprovessiesît. A feuv pas-
:sages tuioroufflîiy expiored iii tise origi-
ia.ls is nost excllent traiing. anid it is

aoofgreat practicai valuie. But wvliat
,we desiderle, in addition, !-, tlsis-a.

tlîrouhgisu drili ii tlic wlîole Bible
(Eiilsi traînslatin or otîser), witli
Ilîis oste ohjs'ct !n viesv. 1ilhe Illîe ic u-
dcent a :skiifuil îprcaclscr of Ilse WVord(
To s-ay Io Ille N-ttiteiit, -Tlîere is yoîîr
Book-yoîîr inîstrumen.st ; 'iv wiil train

-VOt iii its lise. iliat you îîîay hiandie ît
clïevctively."' Tiiere lias beesi 100 lunch
of flie pîurely :îcadcinic spirit aind lou
Ihitie attention to te popular îsccd in

Ulis <lcpartiîcnt.
:I'» take :înoilîer ilepartîtient

Clsîircii Ilistos-y auJ lio-i Tht-il jvy.
Tue Itasuas.ii Cabiiolie Clircli and bue
Au:g7ic.-si are vcry t-areful to have Ilîc-ir
stlents traiîicd iii iiese fronit Ilîcir owsi
poinit of viw SliC1ill nol %ve wh du not
bulieve ii the tistoricai isiterpretat ions of
tiiese vhturcliez .- ive pei attention Io
tuis sîîbjct (rouin oîr own N:t.ndpioint ?
lu tise liglit of present disctussion i'q is
cicanly miîr duty bo <lo so. Purtiier.
would iL tnot ]le ai practicsi thing t0 have
a soiîsewlit (tilt course on tRie hîistory
of our owns brasch of the Cliircli.-tise
liistory ani priuîCf:les ofPrs tei-
isii. 1 (lé not nîczui1 Iy this aîit cain
ai lcctluî.:. buit a vouipflete Stîid of Uic
susiject.

4. I lîcliere t00 little attention is given
iii te coliege coursze to lte mioden. lir--
sent. sscsîgdiscussions on tiiologicai
and kin<ircd quietions. îs it. not th1e


