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thie influence of Christianity, tliis horrible curse, this gigantie
cvii, this foul travestv on the religion of the «"Prince of
Peace," will go downi into the bottornless pit of eternal
oblivion unwept, unlionoured and unsung. May God hiasten
the day.

W~e also see the humnanizing power of the Gospel in the
prison reforins that have been inauguirated. Degrrading and
unnecessary punishinients are 110w ahoIishied, and impri-
sonmient is Iargely reformiatory radier than punitive. Prisoners
are nowv graded, libraries have been introduced, and religtious
services are hield i a ail our prisons. How~ bas ail this corne to
pass ? There is but one answer. The Spirit of .Jesus Christ
wvorking in and throughi men of faithli as donc the wvork.
The greatest prison reformer ini this century wvas Howard, a
inan of the deepest piety, who on hîs death bed wvas heard to
pray " Do thou 0 Lord visit the poor prisoners and captives,
and nanifest thy strengtli in iny weak efforts." But wve have
not yet attainied the goal even in this inatter of punishmnent.
Capital punishiment, where the law commits one inurder to
offset another is, I believe, contrary to the Spirit of Christ.
This Gospel whicb lias brougrht equality to aIl men in the
eyes of -law, whàicl lias broken the chain and set the captive
free, wvhicli lias bumanized war, and softened the biard lot o?
the prisoner; this Gospel o? Christ whicli is drawing aIl men
togfether with the bands o? love, and is teachingr us the great
value of the individual lufe, wvill blot out this aw'ful custom o?
launching a man, made in the image of God, froni the scaf-
fold wvith wvitbi a rope around bis neck, into a dark and Christ-
less Etcrnitv. -And wbat more shaîl I say: for the tinie
woul(l fail me to tell of," tbe Hospitals, the Insane Asyluins,
tbe Homes, the Reformiatories, the Sehools, the Colleges, the
Literature, the Art, the Heroismn, the Sacrifice, the Patience,
tbe Love, the Hope, di! of wvbich have coîne from faith in God
througbh Jesus Christ. Shaîl -ve apply tbis Iaw of love to
comIleicý.,J life also? T1he religion of Jesus Christ bus donc
grreat tbings even here, of which we arc glad. t bias placed
restrictions upon robbery, and lias brouglbt much synipathy

into ran's d ,,ing with bis fellow. And yet wbilc ahl this is
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