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British Colonials.

13v IERBIERT IREY WATTS.

IL Cape of Good 11ope.

Cape Colony, or as often called, i le
Cape of Good Hope,- is located in the
rnost soîîthern par*t of Africa and lis
been mnder British rule suce, 1795 or
mure than on~e lilïîdred year.

lIs area is 217,895 square miles eind
it lias a population of iiearlIv 2,000,000

Cape town is the principal city and
is alqo the capital.

The Cape is famous in the Phila-
teli worl as thie (>iginator of the
trian gular stamps, hiavil]g nMade three
IFsues of thtat shiape.
As thiese are the mont initerestiing of
ail this colony's nunuerousstmi>,m t
of the spaee at my disp(>sal for this
article wvili be devoted Io thieni.

It appears thiat ~ile first issues were
mnade from plates engravedl by Perkins,
l3acoti & C2o., an EngclishI tirma, who,
af terwards turned them over to another
lirm.

None of the first or second issues
are ext.remely rare, but iii 18(61 thiese
stamnps wvere out of stock and to meet
the demanid a printer in the colony
made an issue.

Trhis issue, ail of which are rare,
contains two errors -%vich are dite to
the niethod of printing. Some collect-
ors at one tiîne ciaimed that thiey were
l)rinted fromi "îvood blocks" (or wood
cuts) and they are so listed. But the
hetter opinion is that thiey were print-
ed froni stereptypes ruade fJront en-
gravings on wood

A ntuinber of the-se cuits or- plates
being( cast singl1y tiîey -%ere theu
niounted ou a large b)1<ck. Tlhis large
block or pîlate containedl 6.1 of tiiese
sinali cis anîd it was due to a inistakie
iii lnakiîîg thein. lp dilat Ille eî*i*oî*s
o)Ceured*à(. A olle penmny euit w:îs accu-
dentaily puit 0on the four penniy plate
and1( v ica versýa. T1']> s the <>îî penny
er-ror. is ini bline in)sie-.d of revd and the
four pennyi iii red inistùad of Mîue.

Ti erro are worthi $:300 each.
111 1865 tiiese unique st;înps w-ere

re :uv 13 tlho commuon -plac;e deCsign
y'et in use. MFie 1865 isstie consust ed
of fur varieties, onie pensny red, four
pennyv blite, -ix penray iilpe, and one
slî;llillfg g.e i. Th71e three higiier 'values
wvere surclîarged iii 1868 to produce
one penny anîd fouir penîny st:umls for
ail einergenc.y. Also in 1879, 1882
and( 1891-4 several new varieties were
crtated by surelliargiîîg, noire of which
however, are lare.

In 1865 ai imperforated revenue
stamp wa use(l for postage, and in '83
several were nsýed. The iast were ail
perforated. Thî'- Cap)e als> lias a nuni-
ber of initeresting envelopes (incitiding
registration) aund post cards. The
eîvelopes.are of a design simnilar to
those of Grent Britftin, timongli some
of tUie post cards are of distinctive
design.

Ail the rarer stamps of tluis coIony
hiave been coiuterfeiied and some
repr'inted, so tliat cane unust be used
in buiying them.


