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vince our readers, that the deeiyn of the
Sabbath was holy and benignant, that the
institation itsell standn ossentiully connec.
ted with the rights of God, and the dearest
interaats o twan; that 1t is, at once, &
5:“"‘ to teuth, and a witness againat ersor ;
at its sanctification 18 equally neceasary
to the refreshmons of our budies, aud the
aalvation of our avuln ; aud that we eannnt
devote it to pastimie, or to labour, without
robbing God, without infringing unthe rights
of othiore, and without wronging our own
souls by furfeiting the bleu?ngn of grace
bere, aud the rest of glory herealter.

THE WESLEYAN.

B
o

“WEDNESDAY, FEBRUA

RY 8, 1843.

Curisvianiry is clearly divine and tran.
scendently important. It is & moral econo-
my and pro won for man's moral wants
and walfare. It is the offapring of infinite
wisdom, benevolence, purity, and pow.
er; and ir, thercfore, exactly and perfectly
adapted to ils subjects and its ends. Be.
cause uian is ignorant, it aime at instruct.
ing him; because he is guilty, it contem-
plates lus pardon; because he 19 pojluted,
it designs to cleanse him ; because he 18
enslaved aud wretched, st meditates hus lie
beratwn snd bLappness ;—because Le is
helpless and exposed, it provides a relief
and a refuge; and because lic s the ser-
vant of Satan, and ou the verge of hell, 1t
intends to umte lum with the heirs of
heaven, and eventually translate him to the
paradise of Gud.  Aud it fully and effectu-
ally provides for th achievement of these
ends. The agencies and mcang, by which
Christianity accomphishes such elevated and
glorious purpoacs, are atonce rational, sun.
ple, mighty, and gublune, The mediation
of Chast removes cvery legal obstacle,

.and purchases every uecded blessing.  Tle
Agancy of the Eternal Spint perfurms the
work of actual delverance. And the Word
of God, and the nstitutions and ordinances
of God's worslip aud Church, formn the
grand apparatus of istrumental means,
which the Holy Spirst ctploys in ins illum-
nating, sanctifying, and cunserving opera.
ticne. This, we believe, is the system of
acriptural Clristianity. Its ends are the
highest, the holiest, and the bLest. Ite
sgeacies and means are must appropriate
and effective. And the lustory of its be.
aiga and hallowing operations, 18 1n perfec.
oonformity with its nature and design,—jpre.
eminently illustrating the Divine character
and government. Distinguishung bLetween
trus Christianity and distortions and corrup.
tions of men; betwcen its real and merely
nominal disciples ; between its genuine and
essential eficcts, on the one hand, and 1ts
supervenient and recidenta! influences on
the other; viewing 1t in the nise, progress,
and issues of its powor—in the close of life
~~and in the ecenes of etermity; we can-
not repress the conviction and the exultant
sckoowledgment— The Gospel of Christ
is the power of God unto salvat:on, to every
oons that believeth

Satanic device leagucd with the false.
hood and fully of men, has in every age
wmocked and opposed the rebigion of the
Bible, by counterfeits and frauds. Each
vital truth has been denied; each agency
amd meens las been censured and discard.
od ; each hallowing influenco and holy cf-
fect has beea alternately ridiculed, aped,
snd abused. The hustory of the various
corruptions of Christianity is at once decp-
ly painful and fraught with instructiva.
Two of them have been more or less pre-
valent at all times~—Mystician and Exrax.
warisx. If the vital, internal .eperations

at least be tnocked and sbused by the vision.
ary and the fanatic. Weakness of intellect
and want of information have doubtless co-
operated in formingeuch characters. tlence
have sprung contempt for chriatian ordn-
ances and mstitutione ; neglect of social
tics and duties ; and the relinquishment of
human society for the gloom a..J seclusion
of the monaatic cell, and the hermit's cave.
Driven from thase extremes by a deep con-
viction of their maduess and folly, or fail-
ing to appreciate the true design aud influ.
ence of our hoiy religion, men have rush.
ed into the equally fatal error of * having
a form of godhiness and denyng the power
thereof.” This is religious externalisin,
and isthe prevalent error of the day. It is
most prominent in Popery, Puseyism, and
all approximating heresies ; but aleo pre.
vails in the more refined Phariseeism, or
self-nghtovusness, to which human nature
is always so prone, aud which is in direct
hostility to justification by faith only. It
1s widely diffused from the pulpit and the
press. ‘The great theme of many sermons
and religious periodicals is church order,
and the sacraments, not pardon and holiness,
and the life of fath. The perpetuul cry,
in soine quarters, is apostolical succession ;
not a succession of apostolical faith, holi-
ness, zeal, and activity, nor of authority,
but a succession of external episcopal ap-
pointments : and thiscry iu asloud, constant,
and alarming as if holy writ had made such
a succession essential to ecclesiastical iden.
tity and personal salvation. * \We have the
apostles for our predecessors™ is perfectly
analogous to the older cry—* We have
Abraham to our father.” Each argues
equal piety ; or, rather, fortn without pow.
er, to an equal extent. From the scat of
apal power, from some professors’ chaits,
trum certain tracts, periodicals and pulpits,
scarcely anything s heard but the ceascless
tnonotuay—* we are 1 the succession ; we
we are the charch, and schismaurs and
sinuces are all beside  Salvation by sa.
craments, administered under episcopal
sanction, 8ppe..rs to be the surtof theolngy
aund the for of religious externalisin which
threaten urwsuent danger,at present, tothe
Christian Church. ‘They are 2qually ab-
surd, unscrptural and dangerous with the
worst forins of wysticism which ever pre.
vailed; and should be most plainly and ear.
nestly rebuked. Mysticism and external-
1sm are refuyes of lics, which the hail shail
sweep away when judyment s Jaid to the
Line and righteousnecss to the plummet;
and shoald, werefore, be shunned with equal
care.

The enlizhtened christain must combine
the “jorw™ and the “power.” 1le must
regard and observe forim, only as foru ; and
cultivate aud excecise the power of godiie
ness, as the spring and source of true abe

dience. ‘There are wustrumental wmeans in
Christiamty ; and as such, but nothing more.
must they be appreciated and employed.
Of this class ate the two sacraments. The
observauce of them is not piety, but an in-
strummental means of promofing it. The
sacraments and all other ordinances of di.
vine worship are only means of grace, not
grace itself, or infallibly and nccessarily
communicating it. The sinner must re.
pent and believe, and be pardoned and sanc.
ufied, or perish forever. Withuut these,
00 fortus and observances will avail him
aught.  * Neither circumcision availeth
anything nor uncircumcision, but a new
creature.”” Aud the christian must live by
faith, “ As ye have received Christ Jesis
the Lord, so walk yein him™ Nemanis
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al repentance and faith; and the hife begu
by faith, must, by faith, be continued atx
matured. Thus lLving and acting, the
christian will find the ordinances of God
means of grace indecd,—channels which
convey the living matters uf malvation from
the hiving Ruck to hissoul. He will find a
Iife.giving and transforming power, emana.
ting not from the ordinances themselves,
but through them directly from the cross;
aud amid abounding ignorance and error,
will have one sentiment and une confession.
“God forbid that I should glory save in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom
the world is crucified unto me, and I unto
the world.”
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Exasperated, it would seem, by the con.
scious humiliation of defeat, our agitated
contemparary of the Church, only renders
the mortifying fact mors paipable by his
expedient to conceal it.  Fathing in argu.
went, hie has recourss to acritnony ; and as
though he reatly hnped

¢ To prova bis ductrine orthedos,

By Apestelic blows aud kuoeks,”
rudely assails our reputativn, and impuans
the stacerity of vur professions of solicitude
fur the character, and of regurd for then.
terests of the Church of Eugland, Repo.
sing on an eminence to which as 1t happens,
he possesses not sufficient nerve to hurl the
ahatis of calumny, we can affurd to sinle ay
the impotent effurts by which hs exhiausts
himself, but not injures us,

But why—1nthe name of cominon lionesty
—why did our contempurary deein it pru.
dent to pass in perfect silence, over our re.
Jmnder un the subject of Christian charsty
and antolerant bigotry, and to diaw atten-
juun to another topic? Why 1~vSuch man.
|u:vres are notorivusly characieristic of his
contreversial lactics.

Aud why,because we are the avoned and
{ uncon promising  opponents  of Puseyism
yshould we be stigmatized by him as bitter
eneumies, or treacherous friends of the Agne.
glean Cliureh T Arethen Puseyism and the
ductrnes of the Churchof England wlent;.
cal ! Doesour contemporary, when a blow
1snflicted on that mural hydra sympathise
with the monster ? Can 1t be that
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Fabuls nareatur.

The opponent of Puseyism an enemy of
the Churchof England ! Then is the Rev.
Geurge Stanley Faber,—one of the most
literate and ahle Civines the Church ean
buast,—an enemy ofthe Church of Englaud,
for in lustreatise on Primitive justificativn,
hie has on that cardinal point, clearly identi.
fied Puseyisin with Romanism.~Then isthe
Rev Edwaid Bickersteth, whose practical
writings occupy a pruminent place in the
libraries of all reading and pivus church-
men, an enemy of the Church of England,
fur he declares that ¢ the very principles of
pupery are braught forward by the authors
of the Tracts for the times, under deference
to human authority, especially that of the
fathers, the cliristian ministry and the saera-
nients 5 and undervaluing justification by
| faith.” Then 18 John Bird Sumner, the
bisliop of Chester, whouse single name were
a hust in the day of wiversi'y.an enemy of
the Church of England,—Then is bishop
Shuttleworth an enemy of the Church ot
Ep¢land —Then are the Archbishup ol
Dublin, and the Aichbishop of Cashel,
leagued in soicidal host.lity against 1he
Church of England !—T! a i3 Daniel Wil.
son, bishop of Calcutta, an enemy of the
Church of England; fur, on the suppoz.tion
of the yrevalance of Paseyism, he remarke
in terma oqually strisgent and admesitery :
AN 1ot vasee insoarerion o he

heattieu will stop. Our conrerts will quickly
dwindle away to s nominal professum. Ouy
uative estechists and missionanes will be
bewildered, The apiritnality of our mis.
sions will be gone.”—Then is the vens-
rable bishup Muore of the United States, wlio
on a late oceasion exhurted his clergy, “ o
give no place nor countenance, no not fer
an hour,lo THESE. ABOMINATIONS OF FUPBRY,
ssuing from Oxford,”” an enciny of the
Church of England —Then are lishope
Mesde and Mcllvaine, the latter the re.
duubted champion of the docirines of the
fReformation, encmies of the Church of
England.—ut enough.—~Surrounded and
sustained by men and mitres like these, the
insinuations or censures of TAe Church
assutedly sit very lightly upon us. It re-
quires no magnanimity on our part to sustais,
or rather utterly to disregard them, in ae
fav ss personal feeling is concerned. Our
contemporary is on the cuntrary, the objeet
of our unfeigned commiseration. And we
take the liberty of eaying to him in the
words of the last named bishop, to his ally
and eulogist, of the New York Churchman,
Dr. Seabury : ¢ As long as 1 understand the
views and tastes which you avow, let me
tell you serinusly, not in the spirit of severi-
tv, thatuntil there shall be reason to suppose
that God has wrought a greas, and what 1
should call a very blessed change, in your
views and tastes and sympathies, when I
shall publish any thing distinctive concern-
iny the great matiers of the aospel, especi-
ally as to what a poor sinner mustdoto be
saved, 1 should feel much more confident
that Ispeak  the truth asit isin Jesus," if
1 find yuu loathing, than if 1 find you praie-
g it.”

There a*e some incidents of an interest.
g order coni.ected with our late extensive
Missionary tour, which we shall take an
carly opportunity of laying before our read-
ers. In the mean time we may be permit.
ted to state, that ono effect upon our own
mind of the more intunate knowledge of the
spifitual state of a large portion of the Pro.
vince, which we have thus, by personal ob.
servation and inquiry, acquired, is a decp
and thorough persnasion that one of the
heaviest calamities with which this magnifi-
cient country could be visited, would be
the privation of the ministrations and insti-
tutions of pure, primitive, loyal, uncorzupt-
ed, British Methodism. ‘The hearts of the
people are atall paunts prepared to hail ite
approach, and rejoice in its light. Nobler
teslimonies to its evaugelical character,
and stupendous efficiency, thanthuse which
we have had the pleasure of hearing, .~
ing our journey, spottaneously burne by
me nbers of the Church of England,—and
those among the most respectable for in.
tellcctual cultivation, rectitude of character,
and influcnce in society, we have never lis.
tencd to. And they were nnt mere verbal
compliments, but illustrated and confirmed
by most hiberal pecuniary donations. We
should have felt ourselves amply repaid by
some individual examples of the kind to
which we refer, for the toil of a journay to
the farthest verge of the Province, in even
more inauspicious weather than we expe.
rienzed. Tokens of spiritual vigour and
prosperity are also cheeringly conspicuous.
on nearly every circuit we visited. A state
of things in conrexion with the cause of
God equally felicitous, meetp our grate-
ful eyc, on our resurn,in this city. Dar-
ingthe quarter that has just closed, we have
had an accession of sixty.five members, not
2 few of whom are heads of - families.—
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