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THH AMARANTEH.

In this sitvation Mr. Excitable reczived a
Jong letter from a particular and much valued
friend, who had emigrated to the west a year
or so before, reciting, in glowing language, the
natural advantages and nnexampled beauty of
the country, and acqaainting him with his per-
fect success in business, and the delightsof his
new home, concluding with = stronginvitation
1o comeand see for himself. This communica-
tion instantly decided his wavering mind; ond,
animated by the glorious prospects it conjured
up in his heart, he resolved to set hims:If in
earnest about closing up his concerns, in pre-
paration for as carly a removal as 2ircumstan-
ces would admit of. ¥e fiew to his wife, and
reading to her the gladsome epistle, heacquaint-
ed her with his determination. Being a sen-
sible woman, she some time combatted his re-
solution, urging, with much force, all the ob-
jections she could think of.  But her husbend
+wwas for this once unchangeable. He main-

* tained his position, by many powerful argu-
ments and convincing truths, 'till 3rg Ex-
citable was forced to yield a reluctant consent
to the arrargements for the contemplated un-
denaking.

Afr. Excitable went to wotk instantly. He
~wrote to his friend in the west, whenhe might
Jook for him; and actually directed him to
Jook out a picce of land for him against he
should arrive.  He began to contract his busi-
ness, make settiements, eaforee payments of
his duek, and make saies of his louse property,
stwhatever sacrifice; and tode everything with
an cye single to this great object. In the ex-
citement of those movements, he found relief
from his cnnuj, and, in the bright anticipativns
forthe future, consolation jor present sacrifices.

In the mean time spring opened.  Tisbright

sun, and budding vegetation, welcome indices
of nature’s renewed life, made him half repent
of his determinntion to desert forever thes
Pleasing roturss, interwoven, as he now fourd
them 10 be, into hisverynawre.  Bet, nesum-
meradvanced, and showed prespects of another
cold scason. he renewed his strength, and
hastened his preparations with more zeal than
cver.

The month, the day, =t length came when
It. Excitable wastostart; when, lo! hefound
¢ had Just come to the reaiity of his great an-
dertaking.  No longer borne up by bright an-
ticipations; he discovered it was no casy nor
delighifal task 1o leave his homestead, round
which creled so many fond nssociations, in
the ‘hands of strangers—to dispose of reai
e¢siate in the present hard times,—to takeleave

forever of his friends and associates, and set
out for a strange land, to be reached only by a
long. tediousjourney, where he would be obliged
to commence life anew;, forming acguaintances
and connexions that it was beyond his know-
ledge whether they would prove advantageous
ordestructive to his future peace and prosperity.
He thought of his family, now happy in the
enjoyment of cvery thing desirable to render
life comfortable in this world of woe, and shud-
dered to think they might fall victims to the
western fevers, or meet with a watery grave
on the boisterous lakes, or come to some other
violent end on the road. He thought how his
tender wife might reproach him for being the
cause of all this; whilst she herself might be
languishing on a bed of sickness, brought on
by over-exertion and fatiguc on the road ; and
he drew back in alarm, as if from the brink of
a horrid precipice.

Then he looked upon the parish church, and
instaniiy a long train of events and remem-
brances—some sad, some joyful—tose up be
fore his repeniant mind. Within its sacred
walls had he been united to the wife of his
bosom, in carly life, when the passions were
strong and deep, by the same grey-headed old
pastor, who had, in after years, prayed beside
his tender babes, as their last breath wes ¢
caping to the Father who gave it, and whose
little bodies were sepulchred in the adjoming
burving ground. The many happy, as well as
sad, but chastened hours, he had passed there,
fistening to the hioly truths of the gospel a:
thay feli from the preacher’s lips, and witness:
ing religious ordinances, as well as a thousané
other incidents and associations that clusterct
aroiund the hallowsed place, recurred forcibly
to his imagination, and he wept Itke n child, fo
the first 1ime since his boyhood. J

Mr. Excitable was nota man to withstand
these feelings of humanity ; they were vastly
more powerful than the inclination to go to tie
wes?, and as suddenly as he had formed his
resolution 10 emigratc, did henowabandon ks
idca, exclaiming: *1 cannot tear myself fron
these associations of my chitdhood. youth, and
manhood. This country, although it is nos
suffering from hard scasons; is still my coun
try—1he land that gave mebirth, thet has reat
ed me 10 manhood, that contains the ashes ¢
my honoared paren:s, and of my sweet habes
Itis my home, my ondy Loric, and I nevq
will leaveit.  Away with the splendid dreamy
of wweelth and happiness in another land. |
willdie here, where T wasborn, though T may by
apoores, yetno doubt, s happicr; abetier mant




