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October. He (Gen. Van Ransclaer) scems
indeed to have resolved on this course even
two days hefore, for in his letter of the 16th,
to General Sheaffe, he writes,—‘ As this is
probably the last communication I shall have
the honour to make to you,” & This does
not look much like entertaining hopes of a
third descent on Canada. Christic’s remarks
are more deserving of consideration. In
speaking of the armistice he writes:—* This
and the former armistice, without affording
any present advantage, proved of material
prejudice to the British on Lake Erie. The
Americans availed themselves of so favorable
an occasion to forward their naval stores,
unmolested, from Black Rock to Presque Isle,
by water, which they could not otherwise
have effected, but with immense trouble and
expense, by land, and equipped at leisure the
fleet which afterwards wrested from us the
command of that lake.” There is much
force in these remarks, yet with a body of
prisoners equalling in number his whole force,
and with an enemy in front of double his
strength, it is not to be wondered at, that
General Sheaffe should have adopted prudent
measures, so as to dispose, at least, of his
prisoners.

Although it has been very generally acknow-
ledged that the prisoners
were treated with great
kindness and consideration, yet a few mis-
representations have crept abroad on the
subject. One writer (Author of Sketches of
the War) says—* For waat of will or power
they put no restraint upon their Indian allics
who were stripping and scalping not only the
slain but the dying that remained on the field
of battle,” and in proof of his assertion he
adduces the facts, that & Capt. Ogilvie recog-
nised the corpee of an Fasign Morris, which
had been stripped of its shirt, and a dead
soldier whose scull had been cloven by a toma-
hawk ; he forgets however,or scems to consider
it unnecessary, to enquire whether the ensign’s
shirt had not been stolen by one of his own
men, or whether the soldier might not have
veceived the fatal blow during the contest.
‘We only bring these trifles forward to show
how anxious to misrepresent some American
writers have been, and how desirous to palliate
the monstrous cruelties perpetrated by them

Treatment of the
Pprisoners.

on the Indians during their long and nuimerous
frontier wars.

Two days after the battle, the prisoners
and wounded, both mili~
tia and regulars, were
sent across the river, upon their parole, as
were General Wadsworth, and (James says all,
Christie some) the principal officers, the nono
commissioned officers and privates of the
regular army were sent to Montreal to await
their exchange, Christie remarks on the
subject,—* Among the American prisoners,
twenty-three men were found, who, having
declared themselves British-born subjects, were
sent to England for trial as traitors.”

This gave occasion to retaliate upon British
prisoners in America, and a like number of
the latter were put into close confinement as
hostages for the safety of the traitors by order
of the American government.

Disposal of the pris~
oners.

The sattempts of the press to prevent
the supporters of the
now unpopular war from
becoming disgusted with
the manifold reverses which had, so far, attend-
ed all the military operations undertaken,
would be amusing, were not a feeling, akin
to contempt, excited. The Official Organ, cor-
responding to] our Annual Register, or the
Military and Naval Chronicle, appears at this
time to have been “ Nile's Weekly Register,”
and a few short exracts will show not only
how, with Gengral Van Ranselacr’s dispatch
before them, they misrepresented every oc-
currence, but how ignerant they actually were
of the true position of the affairs on the trontier.

In No. 9 of Vol. 3, we find the following
particulars, page 140:

 The landing appears to have been cffected
under a dreadful fire from the enemy. An
instant appeal was made to the bayonct, and
Jhe British were soon dispossessed of all the ad-
vantages they had in the ground;" no notice
is taken of the manner in which Wool, “ the
hero of the day,” as he is styled, ascended the
heights without exposing himself or the troops,
under his command to a singic shot. A little
farther on, “three hundred and twenty men:
charged the famous 49th British R giment,
six hundred strong, and put them completelyto-
flight,” and as & crowning glory to the brilliang

Attempts of the press
to keep up the **war
spirit » by miusrepresen-
1ation.



