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TTHE

anadiay Guangelist

'h dc\'()lell to uIO furlhemnco 0‘ UIO (}Ulpc] 1 tho word p]“inly in,plim l]lo clennsing :
of Christ ; and pleads for thio union of raway of moral and spiritual defilement:
all bolievers in the Lord Jesus in har.. by the application of tho word to the viewed this ruler of the Jows as an

mony with his own prayer yeconled in
tho soventeonth chapter of John, and
on tho basis aet forth by the Apostle
Paut in tho following terma: I there.
fore, the prisoner in thy Lord, bescoch

you to walk worthily of the callivy.

whorowith yo were called, with all low.
tincas and mechness, with lonyg suffer.

{tg, forbearing ono onother in lovo -

giring diligenco to Leop tho unity of the

* Whero withal shall a young man
cleanso his way1” and the anawer is,
“ By taking heed thereto acconding to
Thy word.,” Tho washing of water by

theart and conscienco, just as tho appli.
-cation of water clennsea from bodily
filth.

Immnersion in water givis a very
clear idea of a burinl and reaurrection,
but thero is nothing in it that hisa the
rentotest resemblanco to a birth, which
very term suggests the necessity of
sharing the nature of that which beara,
[ do not agreo with the weiter that

"this was tho last command that Jeaus

- that if Christ regarded Nicodemus as & - stand firy ugainst his spiritual enc. becaunso they aro sons; whilo Peter In
man trusting to his cutward ablutions I mics ; repel their-attncks and valiantly "tho words before quoted eaye, repent
that Ho would havo used a metaphor of ! fight tho good fight of faith. .ond Lo baptized in the namc of Jesua
_morsl purification ; but if on tho other .  Now follows what wo aro rorry:for tho remission of sinsand yo shall
hand (as wo conceiva was tha case) He | cither to publish or to auawer, as thero | receive the gift of tho Iloly Spirit ;
Enro many statements so  utterly at)that is alter their sina aro remitied,
Israclite, oxpecting to receivo every i varianco with divine truth that owr! DBut cnough, It i, indeed, very
s spiritual blesaing that any teachor sent readers,!who hold that truth eacred, will “much to bo lamented that in order to
from Ged would Bommunicato beeanso ' bo pained to read thein, establisha popular theory that virtually
‘ho wns pory of Abraham, then the  *Wo have no inspired account that1sots aside the authority of our blessed
“figure of mpocch which Christ  used | Jesus gave them (tho Apostler) any | Saviour so many parts of tho Word of
»would bo quite appropriate.  That this - command to baptize in water,” Saying[God have to bo strained, sct aside, or
twas tho raling thought in the mind of ' nothing about tho commission as record: i absolutely denied, Ono of these popu.
| Nicodemus “sgems probable from what cd in Mark, what about its rezord in|lar Jdogmas ia that baptism is a non-

.iis aaid of tho Phariscos and Sadducees - Matthow ! “Go  ye, thercfore, and:cssential, and may bo changed in

Spirit in the bond of peace. Therois pavejust beforo Ho nscended upon high, “who catno to John tho Baptist for bap. | teach all nations, baptizing them in tho. regard to both subject and action or

ono body and ono Spirit, even asalso ye

The way 1 read my Bible Jenus' tast

4 [ .
tism, for ho warna them that thoy nust ; namu of the Father, and of the Son, !omitted altogether. Ok how much

wero called in ono hopo of your ealling ;[ command 1o hia disciples wos to “’“““"'bring forth fruita mect for repentance, | and of the Holy Ghost.” ‘better ; how much safer; how much

‘();]::1 :‘::l},"n(;';lzr‘:if‘l']\hm::h(‘:all::\l:;‘ :;uii?:’t:s:}llinhu;?;‘11(}1}128\:0&1!:(\1‘::::3:;:::"1}3;;_f&'- it was not-a auflicient ground for| No eophistry can set asido tho fact moro loyal to our Lord and Manster
: all, all, !

and through all, and in all."—Eph. iv. | ¥ere to be witnesses of Him, Wo Lave salvation that Abraham was their |that this ¢ wmand wae, if the New loth todon?dteach Iiscommandments
1:6. ‘oninspired accountthatJesusgavo them | father,  This xamo  dependenco upon | Testament is authoritative, given to tho .as Ilo has given them to us.

any command to baptize in water ; ""lAbrahmuio lineage was ahown by thy. Apostlee.  No ingenuity can invent:  Walkerton. E. Sngrrarp.

| merely confirmed what John had stated Jows who said to Christ, *Wo Lo even the shadow of o plea that the’

.

John iii. 5 Agai 'at the commencement of hig own minis.

Mr, Ebpitor, =Since Jesus delares,
except « man be born of water and the
Spirit ke cannot enter into the Aingdom
of God, it becomes of intinite impor.
tance to cach individual that ho under-
atand in his own experience the exact
import of theso worda,

As Jesus taught largely by metaphor
Hin meaning can often be ascertained
only Ly comparing, and sometimes com-
bining “ spintual things with spiritual.”
He ano suited His teaching to the cir-
cumstances and capacity of His hearers,
x0 that when the woral Nicodemus was
Leforo JHimy-*rusting o . hit. oatwayd
sblutions, ho was given to understand
that tho principle of purity must be
implanted in i beart.  When the
Samaritan womcen came to perlorm her
tiresomo task, Jesus sald to her W If
- thou knewest tho gift of God, and who
iv is that saith to theo 'Givo mo to
drink,’ thou wouldst havoasked of tlim
aad Ile would have given thee living
water.” Did not Jesus,meansthat He
would give her power to enter the
kingdom?! And is that not equivalent
to being born of water and the Spirit?
“ Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of
M.an and drink Hisblood yo havonolife
in you" The very moment that the
soul Legins to axsimilato the flesh and
bLlood of the Son of Map, that moment
iz he born of water and thu Spirit and
into tha kingdom, Tho fountan opened
to tho houso of David for sin and for
unclenuncssisalsoappointed for susten.
ance,

E. S, says, in speaking of thoe new
birh, ** Thia great chango is cilected by
God, It is cffccted Ly God through
tho ageney of the Holy Spirit, Legetting
in nx a now life. Tho ageney of the
oty Spirit in, this great renovation fs
through the instrumentality of tho
word,” Then lo quotes tho appropriate
passages and almost hunediately goos
on to stato that “in not one of those
passages is it said ¢ by the word and
Spirit'” What diflerenco ean it mako
whether the Spirit in mentioned or not
so long ns His work is so clearly
implied. Mo says further ¢ The work
of the lloly Spirit and the power of
the truth o has mado known are not
used an the complenents of one another
but are used interchangeably by Christ
and his Apoatiea”™ This is real sound
doctrine. 13 might bo said that the
work of the Spirit and the power of the
teuth are identical ; nevertheless tho
Holy Spirit Rimsclf and tho truth, or
word, aro entirely difierent from cach
other. Tho Word of God in called the
Sword of the Spirit.  When wohearof
people being slain Ly tho awonld it is
alwary underatood that omy ono has
uscdd tho awerd, 80 when wo read that
the word of God is ** quick and power-
tul 7 wo understand that when it is so,
the Spirit is always using it

The queation is asked in Psalm cxix.

try, “ I indeed baptize you with water
Lut Ile sholl baptize you with the
Holy Ghost.” What is quoted as Mark
xvi, 16 was never written by Mark,
:&nd the probability ia that it was nover
written at ol till after the Book of
Inspiration waa closed, as it is not found
in either of the two oldcet Greck manu.
scripts,

Tho words and acts of Jesus cannot
contradict each other. low could He
then havo instructed Poter that baptism
was for the remission of sins and aficr.

sins of Cornglius and his houschold and
bringing them ioto,tho kinglom, bEfore
they wcro Laptized in water? They
must eleo have been born of water and
the Spirit or they could not have
entered.  Agaw, the Samaritans under
the preaching of Philip belioved and
wero baptized, but did not get into the
kingdom until =ome time afterwards,
consequently weronot, at their baptism,
born of water and the Spirit. )t is
idla to argue that ho bad one way for
the Jows, ancther for tho Gentiles, and
still another for tho Samaritans. The
Lord’s ways are not unequal and His
words st stand : Eacker A uax ne
BORX oF WATKER AMD THE SPIKIT DK
CAMNOT ENTEE INTO Titx KixopoM oF
' Gob, 3

It is because the subject of the now
birth §s of such vital importance that
we desire to give the passsgo wo have
under consideration a thorough exams
| ination,

While it is truo that Ly comparing
spiritual things with spiritual we can
Lest understand the Word of God, itis
also truo that by “combining" and
mixing the figurative languagoe used by
Chirist and his inspired servants wecan
moat cffectually confuse-and mislead
ourselves and others as s tho casn in
tho foregoing communieation,

For instance it is assuined that our
Saviour ““suiled lis teaching "—thatis,
cmployed the metaphor of a birth in
his conversation with Nicodemus
bocause he was * trusting to bis out-
ward ablutions.” As wo stated ina
previous srticle, wo fal cither to convoy
our own meaning or to underatand the
meaning of another if wa disregard the
points of resemblanco between the
figare used and tho tzuth wo wish to
convoy by it

Horny, in his * Introduction w tho
Bible,” sayu : *“that we inquirein what
reapects the things compared and that
with which it is compared respectively
zgree, and alse in whatyrespects they
havo any affinity or rezemblance.”

Now it would be rcasouable toexpect

-

Abraham's sced and were nover inj Apostles could baptize in tho ]Iolyi
bondsge to any suan, how saycst thou | Spirit; this wonderful miracle was only .
Ye shall bo made frect” s possible with God the Father and with

The Bible in Poctry.

A writer in tho Century Magazine,

! wards prove it false by remitting the’

Now how likely it is that Nicodemus
bad this samo feoling and that Jesus
should undeccive him by tho assurance
that in order to enter tho Kingdom of
Qod ho must have a spiritusl birth, and

Lo of those beliovers of whom it is
said, “ \Which wero Lorn, not of blood, .
.nior of tho will of tho fleal, nor of tho
will of man, but of Gop.”

iApontlo Peter that baptism was for
iremiesion of sina and afterwards for-

Bat' the ohiection is here rafsed that
Storo I ndtding o biphi

Wo beg to diffor. Cne of thy most:
intelligont and faithful condidates that
the writer hna been privileged to bap.
tizo was a brother who was convinced
that only i'mmersion is baptism by the
worda of Christ in the metachor we are
secking to explaln, Sprinkling and

am ¢ that has{houschold without baptism ths
the remoteat resemblanco to a birth,” i Saviour contradicted Himael, !

pouring give no idea of a birth but
coming up out of the water does. 5

What noxtt ¢ The fountain opened ;
to the house of laraelMor sin and for
uncl¥nness i also appointed for sus.
teoance,” Turn to the passage, dear
reader, in Zech. xiii. and 1st verse,and,
if you can lind anything about “susten.

T L 1]
his cye-glasscs on.

scund in thoe faith when hoasserts that
the work of tho Holy Spirit and the
Word Ilo h. 1 inspired are used inter-
changeably nd not the ono as the
complement “f tho other. I it not
strange, then, bat our rovinwer in con.
ceding this dov ' not sco that sho gives
up de facto tho wholo issue Involved in;
lier provicus article, in which ber inter-

Jesun Christ tho Son of God, while thoi
testimony of tho inspired word shows:
that*it wasin water that the converts|
were bsptized, 88 in the coroof the|
blessed Lord Himeelf. |

It isassumed inthis sslf.contradicting -
article, that if Christ inctructed thei
the'
|

gave the sine of Cornelius angd his

.
t the!

On tho day of Pentecost Petor apake
as tho Spirit gave him utterance. This‘
special and wonderful disponeation of |
the Spirit was to Lring all things to thcf
remembranco of the disciples; it was
to guido them into all truth and to!
glorify Christ; and these are tho!
authoritative words spoken on this
auspicinus occasion : " Repent and be
baptired overy one of you in the namo
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins ;.
and yo shall reccive the gift of the
Holy Spirit.” -

An angel appeared to Cornelins and |
told him to gend for Peter who “shall!

anco"” in it, thowriter cannot, ovon with | toll theo what thou oughtest to do.”!
l And instead of telling him that beeauso
But fortunately %I 8. is right and [ the lloly Spirit had faller on them to
i convince Peter that God would reecivo

the Gentiles, that they had no need for-
water baptisin—he gites it asa reason
tehy they should bo Laptized—* Can any -
man forbid water, that theso should'
not bo baptized, which have Ncoi\'edf
tho oly Ghost as well ag wo.” '
QOur correspondent is authoritative !
“The Samaritane under the preaching

pretation of *horn. of the water and: of Philip belioved and were baptized, .
tho Spirit" is llmtlﬁw water means tho!but did not enter the kingldom untit|

speaking of ‘Lennyson, says :

“ It is safe to say that thero is no
other book which Las Lad so great an
inflacnce wpon tho litoratuze of the
world as tho Bible. Aund it is almost
na safo . . ., tosay that therois no
other literatare which has felt this
influcnco so deeply or shown it go
clearly as the Buglieh. Wo hear tho
echo of its spcech overywhere, and the

|music of its familiar plrases haunts

all the Gelds and groves of our Sne
literature. It iy vot only to the theo-
logiaus and the sermon wmakers that
wo look for Bibliea! allusions and
quotations, Wo often find tho vory
best and most vivid of thom in writers
professedly seeular.  Poets like Shiake-
speare, Milton, and Wordsworth;
novelists lilie Scott and romancers
like Huwthorne; cesayista liko Bacon,
Sleelq, eud Addieon; eritics of lifo,
unaystematio philosopliors like Carlyle
and Ruekin—-all draw upon the Bible
ag & treasury of illustrationa and uee
it as n book equally familiar to them.
sclves and their readers. It is impos.
sible to put too high a valuo upon such
a univorsal volumo, oven ag a purely
fiterary possession. It formse a bond
of sympathy belween tho wmost culti.
vated and the simplest of the poople.”

As lo Tounyeon in particular, it has
been found that thero are nearly three
hundred direet references to the Bille in
his poems, Readers of the poot will
readily recail tho meoro striking of
these and will not need 10 bo romindod
Low much, both in thought aud dic.
tion, tho famous laurcate owcs to bis
sympathoetic acquaintance with the

Word, thus making the Word and theisome timo. afterwards, conscquently ™ w » A
Spirit ono the complemcnb of the olhcr."| wero not born of water and tho Splri!—”! B'b].c' . A’ml 3°tt. saya the A:““falfdfl
It is truo that the Word of Godis,in ' In tho name of reason and Seriptural t CA7tAR World, ** from our Victorian
Eph. vi, 17, called the Sword of the:teaching what does the writer mean?: Stato Schools this book is rigidly ex.
Spirit. Mow preconccptions blind tho [ Ts it that they wero not born of God!“‘“‘fl"‘" aud from some of the noblest
mind ! In the worda we arereviewing ! becauso they had not had the gift of ulc!\?rohucuonl;of o‘::: (‘;rca: W;’:tors, placed
wo are told that whenever any ono is | Spirit imparted to them until I’ctcr;';’ o m‘hmgl.) 04y °e;‘°s° l'l’*"°°’3-
slain by tho sword that it is the Spiritiand John went to them?  Tho record :10 naml:; aswe(:: 0:1“ °JLt_ ""dGO‘l
that is using it. In the ono passagois that they ‘‘lelieved” The declar- crowa w;. 030‘0 tl':e'r noll(:ly ‘: :mo an
roferrid to, while tho Word fssaid to Lo iation of one of those who laid Imnda.'(;mpl";n ton tr b:a o “l :'-l“:m:"'
shiarper than any two-edged sword and upon them i3, * Whosoever M:‘e;‘c:h{l.o? lv:uyls °pl n; m!.' ey ‘; o
“ quick and powerful,” nothing is sald i that Jesus is the Christ 18 DORN of it ‘?' o thoug .'t a.;z:. scuthinent of tho
about anyono being sfain Ly it. InlGod"; while Paul tells tho Galatian O™'"8 gencration
the other passago it i3 tho Lelierer who ; Lelicvers that is lecawse they aro sony
is called upon to take the Sword of tho: that God hassent forth the Spiricof His:  Troublle and perplexity drivo us to
Spirit that with all prayer and suppli-: Son into their hearts crying Abla,: prayer, and prayer drives away troublo
cation, in tho Spirit, bo may bo alle lo} Father ; not to make them sons, but' and perplogity, =% Melancthon,

b




