
THE OWIL

fellawv-nien anîd for îîurposes of ini-
justice and persecutiaîî. Thîis age aif
ours, ho-wever, lias the glory af pro-
ducjn<r one min wholse n iainle is
enshrinied ini every Catholi c hleart,
whliase nmeniary wvill still lie revered
Miîen ail of us present hiere to-day w~ill
liave long since passed away and ibecin
forgatten. That man is aur present
Pontiff. Pape Leo XI111. Haow graîîdly
does lie risc before aur imagiatian
now ? \Vliat a nliagnificent figure hie
mnakes as we look back w'ith
admiration upon the glariaus firnmness
and the more than hunian endurance
witb whichi Leo XIII lias for ineteen
years pilated the bark of Peter through
the storniv sea of this wvorld.

Weallrýenber or have heard ofithat
grceat %%ave af expectation that swept
over the wliole Cathalic world wbcnl
t1izt Bishaop af Raie, wbo aloiie.aiaîlilg
250 preclecessors liad lield the spiritual
sovereîgn-itv inî St. P"eter's City langer
than St. Peter imiiseli, la'd it clownl at
length in the fullncess af bis vears withl
che hYlalo ai persecutian araunld hii.
'W.V ail krow that whien, lus eves claseci
at lcngtb ini the sulent sînber af
death, heartlcss spoliators had ;alrea.dy
dcprived imi- of ail earthlv power, Ii
recamipense for the t'aith wvitb w~hicli Il.ý-
had wielded and the glorv ivhich lie
added ta the spiritual power. Each
day. the political relations betwecn tlic
Pa'pal Sec and Russia, France, anid
Italv, becaie more and mare strained
and lic whoml aIl Catholics were
accustamed ta look ta for aver 3o
vears wvitl; sucli confidence was naw
ganole. Truly tbe resuit, of Pius IX life
hiad been ta las' a burden on bis
successor ta whicb. fcw mien cauld be
equal. « "XVerc shahl we find a suc-
cessor? " vas the crv o ahe Uichunian in us.
Whîa-ýt hieroïc Soul wiIl have tie courage
ta, accept blis Ileritage, ta licar lus
cross, ta put on lus crawii af tlîorns? :
But tie years ia;ve shîawz that God
guides Hiis Clîurcli, for 1le ,ga«ve lier a.
pantifi whio lias shione like a star ini
flic firnîcuneit, Lumen ini Caclo, ta
dissipaite the proiound darkness Oat
ciiveloped Rai and the wvorld.

Ili the presetît Pan tiff we find a mnan
the nîast extraordiiîary iii saîie
respects of aIl tliose -,ý'ho have sue-
ceeded ta the supreîîie Poîitificate, andc
specîally extraorclinary iii tue firniness
af hlis cliaracter and Iii the singl-eness
ai lus devatioil, a man wvloiiî thec
bitterest eneniy aof the clîurch, tlîe înost
ioul-miotitlied iîifidel ai the day, lias Io
ackîîowledge as a faitlîful and truc ser-
vant oi the Lard, a skihfil ruler af tuet
cliurcb and [ranii wbose couniteîîaice
tliere beaiîî forth upon ail ien thie
siveetness anîd purity of his Divine
Master.

'Fle first acts of Leo XIII were
strictly ini accardance witlî tue teîior ai
bis fornmer lueé. A nian wblose menital
aiîd spiritual, reîîown is îîot like tlîat ai
sa îîîany afI lus caiiteliiîpar;ries ---is îiot
onie oi conversions and surprises, lie
secmis witlî lus advance ini lufe ta bave
enllargced îîîerely the scope af lus
operations and îiot ta have clianged
anv of the motives or ilietliods whichi
lîad gýuided hiîîî ironu bis youtli up.
Wliat tlue boy aîîd the stuclent, fIe
iiuineio ancl the arclibishop, liad been.,
tlîat the Pope éontiuezl ta be. A
mian ai arderly clevelapîîieuut and not of'
impulse, lie bias aIl Ilis past ta strenc-
tiien aid support hinî,aîc the future c.i
tiiiald uîothiîî to daýuiît hîinî.

ro-dav' it is true lie is a prisoîîer ini
biis own palace, but froni that saine
prisomi-lonue lie issues decrees wh'icu
are rcceived fronu anc end ai tlue enrth
ta the otlier wvith readv obedience,
w~itb deliglît aîîd w~itbl gýratitudle.
'1'hese decrees emibrace the wvlile field
ai faith aîid practical, action ; tlîev%
show~ the relationi tiat slîould exisýI
betwvcen tlîe spiritual and the civil
pawers iii every nîation ; tluey exlit
the coniditions ai tlîat sacranuent, wvith-
aut whuicb aiuv matural saciety wvould
totter ta ruins. 'llie wvar wluicb Ile
Revolutioii wages attacks alikec
tIirouies aind gaeu ium s t Util ile
ta the utiîîast the regrettable dlivision
betwveen the spiritual and tlîe ten-
paraI pawer.s. It labours in eî~
laiud ta destrov the inîdissoluble cha~r-
acter ai thue iiiarriage contract, v'


