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The Obligations of Bducated IVIcn.
An Address delivered to the Students at tho closo of the Examination at
tho Mount Allisou Academy, by tho Rev. Junx Artisox,
A wrLi defined idca of obligation is eascntial to the praper performence
of duty. Lvery age, condition and circumstance of lifo is invested with
this attribute.  The relation wo sustain to the Creator, and the well being

of socicty imposc this; whilo the circumstances in which wo are placed .

augment and vary our responsibilitics.  An important prehminary investi-
gation is to ascertain what these abligations are, and the peculiar circum.
stances which invest them with a more imperative character with respect
to educated men.

Leurning, next to religion, imooses obligations so sacred that they can.
not bo violated with impunity. Theso arise in the first placo from its
very naturo, the object of Education being, to furnish the mind with means
and facilitics for greater uscfulness. In its application to Academical or
Collegiate studics, it oughtto bo considercd not s0 much or end, asa
means to be emplayed for tho accomplishmen? of a purpose higher than
itself. Full many a youth is deluded with tho jdea that Education is the
act of attaining an erinence, toilsome indeed in its ascent, but from which
ho can cnjoy his own roverics, and look down with contempt on the vul-
gar Jiord who are not so highly favored as himself.

Thero aro those who dovoto themselves to the pursuit of literature morely
for tho plcasure they thonco derive; while others scck knowledge, that by
its attainment they may be furnished with the means of augmenting their
own influonce, or of adding to their wealth. It is true that influence and
wealth ore very generally found associated with superior intelligence, and
as the roward of application and industry thoy moy not be undesirable, but
it is sordid in tho extreme to mako cduecation subscrvient only to the ag-
grandisemont of sclf; it is degrading it from ita high and holy office, it is
making that which ought to ba the instrument of tho highest good to magn,
the menizl drudgo of sclfish passion. It is said that that prince of Kings,
Alfred, wept when he found bis want of leaming prevented him from
opening the treasures of tho Latin tongue to his people. We know to
what heights of self-sacrificing cffort an enlightened philanthropy bas been
ablo to clevato the great bencefactors of mankind, and over what obstacles
it bas borno them onward to their angelic achicvements. T'his ambition
to mitigate tho woes, and augment the happiness of others, should pour alt
its generous impulses into the b of the student and become the sleep-
less monitor of his waking—working hours. The woild has a right to
expect from educated men an acquaintance with its wants,~—and being
furnished with the means of accelerating the march of improvement, and
of mitigating the woca of our race, it should not bo disappointed in this
expectation.

A brilliant light now quenched in death, but one whoso example and
worde will live for many years, wrote as follows:
natural sources and guides of popular opinion ; and they are bound to
stand forth boldly, to battle with prejudice, and breast the inundation of
passion;, though at some risk of being swept away by its fury.”

‘The principles of the educated, active, influentisl men of every commu-

nity generally Lecome its public sentiment.  This living embodiment and
cxpression of reason, truth, and rightcousness, acts upon the muilitude
with vastly more dircctness and efficiency than books of morals aud reli-
gion; and as it constitutes the most effectual method for the formation
and vigorous maintenanco of a svund public sentiment, so it is chiefly

relicd upon for thet function. On this account it was ihat tho laws of
Athens held that citizen an cnemy 1o the state who remained neutral in
any important crisis or question of goneral intercat.  “T'ho Redeemer of the
world hias given to this equitable principlo the sanction of religion, and it
is only they who confess Him befuro men, whom Ho will confess before
tho angels in heaven.

The cbligations of cducated men arisc also from the light which cduca-
tion casts upon mind usclf. ‘I'hix mysterious part of oue nature is com-
paratively unkuown in its various capacitics, and wondrous capabilitics, to
tho illiterate tnan. o thinks, be feels, ho acts, and thus Jdomonstrates
his own identity with lus race; but of tho laws of mental operations, the
connexion between sensation and volition, and the springs which originato
and vary human action, he knows comparatively nothing. He moves on
tho carth unconecious of the divinity twhich stirs within; but cducation
withdratvs the veil from this mysterious nature, and makes man acquainted
with himself; ho lcarns tho laws of perception and associstion, ho becomes
conversant with tho media of knowledge, and tha. astonishing faculties ot
mind unfold to his view. In witnessing its varying phenomera ho becomos
conscious of jts power, and ho no longer wonders with siupid adinitation
at the achiovements of art, or tho splondid triumphs of philosophy.
Ho fecls himself destined by the Creator for an exalted, a glorious exist.
once,  Tho hieroglyphics of nature appear intelligiblo to his view, and its
varicd stores manifest themsclves as arranged for bis use. ‘The carth
becomes a vast kbrary of knowledge—the sca a mirror of instruction, and
tho heavens a magnificent scroll, on which he traces the handiwork of the
Creator.  The heathen poet considered sman but little more than an cle-
vated brute, and svhat has been considered his celebrated description of a
huwan being is but the culogy of an infidel:

Os homini sublime dedit, coclumque tueri
Jusait, vt erectos ad sidera tollere.

« Educated men are the !

A christian education gives a nobler vicw of man; it treats of his spirit.
ual nature and cnforces duty in view of the immortality of his cxistence.
‘The education which fails to recognize the spiritus! relations of man isa
\ grand absurdity. He who has received a correct education, has learned
- that mind is something beyond the result of a mere skilful material organ.
Vization; he hos learned that it is a flamoe from heaven, purer than prome-
i thean fire, that vivifies and encrgizes tho breathing form; that it is an im-

material essence, a being that quickens matter, and imparts life, sensation
{ aud moticn to the intricate frame-work of our bodies; which wills when we
| act, altends when we perceive, looks into the past when woe reflect, and not
| content with the present, soars with all its aims and all its hopes into the
- futurity that is forover Jawning upon it. A cresping thing prepares for
!its perfection, and at length bursts from its silken tomb with newly devel-
| oped form, appetites and nature, like a winged flower with brilliant and
* delicate pinions and rich in gems it gladly flutters in the light. The grub
may tend to be a butterfly—but why should the worm just peeping from
its clod sspire to anything beyond the clay on which it is destined to crawl
and rot?  And why should man look bigher? Why? His spirit will
not crawl; it travels along with the light into infinito space, and calculates
on a life and a capacity commensurate with its desires; he is impelled by
a belief, which secms cssential to his rational existence, thot this beautiful
world is not altogether a delusive show; for he cannot think that the won-
drous facts of creation teach him to look for the end of truth only in death;

but ho feels that in proportion as his intellect expands and cxpatiates in
knowledge, docs it aspiro to immortality ; and when most intimate with




