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The Man Born Blind

{Augast 19

Lesson VIIL

John 9: 1-17. Commit to memory vs. 4-7.

1 And asg Je'sus passed by, he saw a man which was
blind from /is birth,

2 And his disciples asked him, saying, }Master,
who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he 2was
born biiad ?

3 Je'sus answered, Meither s hath this man sinned,
nor his parents ; but that the works of God should be
made manifest in hica,

4 41 must work the works of him that sent me,
wh!ll? it i3 duny: the night cometh, when no man can
work, .

6 6 As long as I awm in the world, I am the light of
the world,

6_When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground,
and made cluy of the sPictle, and ¢he anointed the
eyesof the bliid man with the clay,

7 And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of
Silo'am, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He
weli\t. 7his way therefore, and washed, and came
seeing.

8 Tﬁe neighbours, therefore, and they which 8 before
had seen him that he was$ blind, said, Is not this he
that sat and begged ?

9 10 Some said, This is he: others seid, He is like
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Read Luke 9: 57-62; Joln 7: 2t0 9: 41,
him: but he said, T am he.

10 Therefore sald they unto him, How ! were thine
eyes opened ? .

11 He answered and said, A ‘man that is called
Je'sus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said
unto me, Go 1to ths 1 of Silo'am, and wagh;
1sand I went and washed, and I received sight,

12 Then seid they unto him, Where is he ? He said,
I know not.

13 They Mbrought to the Pharisees him that
aforetime was blind,

14 25 And it was the sabbath 16day when Je'sus
made the clay, and opened his eyes.

15 17 Then again the Pharisces also asked him how
he had received hissight. Hesalid unto them, He put
clay ugon minc eyes and I washed, and do see,

16 Therefore said some of the Phar'isees, This man
is not 180f God, because he keepeth not the sabbath
day. Others snid, How can a man that {s & sinner do
ségch 19 miracles? And there was & division among

em,

17 They say 20unto the blind man again, What
sayest thou of him, 2ithat he hath opened thine
eyes? He sald, He is & prophet.

Revised Version—! Rabbi: 2Should be; 3 Did this man sin; 4 We ; s When ; ¢ Anointed his eyes with
the clay; 7Away; 8 8aw him aforetime ; @ A beggar; 10 Others said, Itis he: others said, No, but he is like
him. Hesaid; 1 Then; 12 Omil the pool of; 13S0 I went away ; 14Bring ; 15 Now ; 160n the; 17 Again there.

EXPLANATION

foroe; 18From; 19 Si%ﬂ In that he hath opened.
0 Ccf[;hect’

g Linke —Jesus is now in
Jerusalem, *at the joyous Feast of Taber-
nacles, (ch, 7: 2; Lev. 23: 3443.) The
Pharisees seek to kill Him. (John 8: 59.)
It is only a few months till their purpose
will be accoraplished.

1. Passed by ; on the Sabbath (v. 14),
probably on the Wa{ to or from the Temple.
(See Acts 3:2) Blind from his birth;
and therefore incurable. Even yet, only
rarely those born blind can be cured.

2, 8, Who did sin? " The common be-
lief, was that such misfortunes were a cirect
judgment for the person’s own sin or that
of some ancestor. (So Job’sfriends.) Jesus
answered. Lightfrom heaven will now be
thrown upon the problem. But that the
works of God ; that the power of Christ
might be displayed, and so the man him-
gelf and others be led into Christ’s King-
dom. God works in strange w%;s.

4, 5. We mnst work (Rev. Ver.). Jesus
here reminds His disciples of their share of
responsibility with Him. The works of
Him that sent me ; miracles of nower and
mercy, leading to miracles of pardon and
grace. The night cometh; when the day
of life closes at death. Jesus knew that the
miracles would hasten His death; but He
does not hesitate. I am the light of the
world. Seechs. 1:5,9; 3:19; 8:12; 12:
35, 86. Like the sun in the heavens, Jesus,
because He is God, and because the God-
like shone forth in all His words and works,
§s “‘this dark world’s light.” He sgheds

irhat,

G, 7. Ok

He onens men’s eyes to see the light.
(See Mark 7:

ay . . . spittle.

33; 8:23); supposed remedies. Jesus makes
them effective. Go wash. (See 2 Kings5:
10.) It was a strong test of the man’s faith.
Pool of Siloam; the Siloam of Isa. 8: 6,
flowing from under Mt. Zion. The word
means Sent. It was the type of the King-
dom gent by God into the world. Came
seeing. The divine power had made the
apgomted means effective.

» 9. Theneighbours were greatly puz-

zled. They could scarcely believe their own
eyes. Iamhe. The beggar man ig, ag we
shall further see, princely in his straight-
forward testimmony.
. 10-12. Aman .. . called Jesus. He
is well known by this time in the city.
‘Whereishe? . . . I know not. The
man is cautious as well as brave,

13, 14. To the Pharisees; who claimed
to decide all religious questions. The Sab-
bath day; their ground of atiack. They
would sooner see the day observed according
to their own forms than a blind man cured.

15-17. Then again. The man is as
honest and brave as ever, even before these
great Pharisees. Thore was a division.

ee previous parb of verse. There were men
like Nicodemus (7: 50, 51) amongst the
Pharisees. What sayest thou? The
‘““thou’’ isemphatic. ‘*Thou oughtest to
know since he hath opened thine eyes.”
A prophet; a man sent from God. (See
3:2; 4:19.) Read the rest of the story
and see how this simple man, with clear
faith in Jesus, utterly routs the haughty
Pharisees, and how he himself comes to the
full knowledge of the Son of God.




