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Now the littie table wvas drawn near the open fire,
and placed upon it were tbree cups, a knife and thre
wooden spoons. Soon the old woman's quick ear
cauglit the sou.-id of footsteps; hiastening to the door,
she opened it. She was greeted by t.he merry voice
of ber grand-cbild, wbo entered, followed by the slow-
er steps of the grand-father; bothi bore heavy loads
of wood uipon their backs. Thi>-, soon* disposed
of their Ilpacks," then renioving their wet clothing,
and rolling themselves in dry blankets, sat down to,
the evening meal of dried and roasted fish, followed
by a sort of thick pancake, in wvhich ail shared. The
meal was brightened by the merry prattie of the grand-
child, telling of the day's work in the woeds, and how
niany had carried wood to-day ; but said hie, "1We miss-
ed you, mother. Will you go with us tomorrow ?"

III fear my childwe shali ail stay home tomorrow by
the sound of the storna, so I hce you hav.- brouglat
wood enough to Iast."

The evening naeal linisheà and the fia-e brightened,
ail drew near to enjoy its genial warmth, but the
old nian, wearie'I by his day's touls, soon dropped. into,
a heavy sleep. TIhe child, more wakeful, drew near
bis grand-mother, the only mother hie lxad ever known,
for both father and inother LAad been drowned whiie
hie was yet a babe, Ieaving him the sole toinfort
of bis aged grand-parents. As hie gazed into the
glowing coals, suddeiily he asked: "lMother, where did
the lire coame from; the boys *were telling me to-day
one of our chiefs stole it fi-om spirits?"

Wiit Shoon, laughed a low, sweet mua-mur. Il My
cbild," she said, 111 will tell you tbe story as 1 beard it
when- I was a child: Long, long ago, V'is said the In-
dians indeed had no fia-e, but. neyer baving had it they
did flot know its conaforts,--Bill Wil-son-in-neat, a
great chief wbo they say first came into the world a
wonaan, became a chieftain, ied, was born again a
man-child, and was at that tirne the greatest chief of
ont nation, and had also connaunication witb spirits ;
told our people of tbe spiritb who held the fire, and
told-what a blessing it.was. The people talked iiover,
and after a time delegated certain witch dQctors to get
some fire. But thedoctors failad to get the fia-e, and said
the spirits told them Indians could flot manage fire.
it was a great destroyer and source of eýil, and would
prove a curse to, Indians. Wii-son-iin-neat said it was
net evil, but was good, and if the doctors col"d flot
get it, he would. So leaving the vil)lage -he wandea-ed
fat away to, where tke spiâts dwelt. Re brouglit them
great presents, but they would flot take bis presents;
they told hin, he was false and bad flot the power bis
people believed he had, and they wculd prove it
by sending iitm bacc without the fia-e be boasted be
would take Trhe poor chief feit vea-y sick bearted.
Re feared to returu to, bis people for well be knew

tbey would iaugh at him, so hie wandea-ed, wondering
what to do, when lifting his eyes hie saw in the dis-
tance a herdofreindeer. ",Ahi" said lie, "1Ivili get it
yet." Clianging hiniseif to the forni of a deer lie went
back to one of the spirits' houses and began dancing.
HIe danced so well and made the spirits so happy,
that saine one toid the chief spirit about this deer who
danced sa iiicely. So the cbief sent for the deer to
corne dance in bis house-ail the fia-e was in the chief's
bouse. The deer said lie-w'ould go, but said he, Ilmy
tail is sore, avîfi you rnb, a littie gum on the end of it."1
Tlhey did this for hiim, tiien lie avent and danced for the
chief, who was very inuch, pleased and iaughed very
liard at the deea-'s funny dancing. The fia-e was in the
centre of the roon, neare- and nearer danced the deer.
Ail were so amused they did flot notice this till be
had danced right up to the fire and put bis tail ini,
wbich, in a moment was ail in a biaze, out hte rushed
before they couid catcb him, and as lie rushed through
the wvoods hie switrhed his tail against the trees. In
evea-y ta-ee he toucE 1, hie ieft fire. By the time be
reacbed bis native village the fia-e in the tail was dead
and the tail was ail burned off, and to make us remem-
ber that deed,.the deer bas neyer sincehad atail. The
chief changing back to bis own form, camne ta the vil-
lage, called bis men, wbo followed bim to tbe woods.,
feiiing one of the trees the l'are had switched, and tak.
ing two sticks from. it. The Indians a-ubbed themn ta-
gether and. l, a fire sprtung up, then from this fia-e
could they lighit otber sticks, so this ta-ce avas divided
anaong the people, wbich served as mnatches. Fao-cm
time to tirne, as was needed, the fia-e trees were cut
down for the people, and by rubbing together the
sticks of this wood their fia-e was lighted. So the In.
dians got the fire. Lt wvas flot tubl the white men came
that ave got the littie sticks ta light ou- fires with, -

ivhich, they cail matches."
"cBut, mother, wbere do the spirits iivewho Jceptthe

lire ?",
"4Ah ! my cbiid, tbis is only a story oua- fathers used

ta tell, but they believed it true and sa did 1 for yeara,
until 1 heard about the great God and FIs son Jesus,
and even yet ou- old witch doctors try to make us
think it ta-ne, as weiI as their power avitb spirits. But,
'tis vain, long did they bold the speil of darkness over
us, and we knew, flot the love and light which the
name of jesus brings us. Tharik God, my child, you
wvere flot boa-n in those times, flot tili they were
passed and-tbe missiona-y here, who bas coame to, teacli
us and Iead us. Mark weil bis teaching, and rernem-
ber bis words, for they are wise."1 And now, as the old
mnan roused fa-orn bis sleep, the fire avas replenished,
the evening prayer was said, and soon the weary fimhbs
were resting on the lowly palles. Silence reigned,
for stumber had closed the eyeiids of the inniates.
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