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Iiîis defectioui on tie elderly %varrior's
part leaves I)iaua t!otie, ,Iizilig blanklly iîîto
îhî.a face of tie taîl youiig mian ili Plaini clotles,
wvlo is lookiîîg îlot a littlc! aîîmused.

IMy maille hs Rer,'' says lie pleasatitly,
Frederic Ker. We are coustins, I ilîitik."
Diatim miakes ai little muovenietît. Tlie

boit lias falhen thiu ! Thîis ks thie unwehcouîie
suiitor. Thtis is l-lilary's fate.

A second Inter site lias sufiicieuîîly re-
covered ierself te' acictioledge tfiat, s0 far
as appearnice gus, Hilary's fate is by no0
incauis t be despised. Frederic Keî-, if îlot
exactlv aut Adoiiis, is uuicomnmoîily guod-
loukig-. le is a sinarî, w~el-bet-tip young
niai), of 'bout li venty-eiglit, %vitlî dark gray
eyes anîd a ver)' lîandsoîîîe liead.

1h ouily arrived five mniiutes igu ,;syb
Rer, stîll loolcisig radhier aiuused. 1' liad
wired Iu Mrs. Dyson-Moore Lu tell lier iiot
Lu trouble about niîe, but Io go oui to lier
daiicév., anud dit, if 1 lind ti-c eniergy, I would
follow lier îl'ere. 1Ickit:% 1 shîould hiave thie
ener-y. llou will udrad~'î.

6 ou %vauuîed to sec iiil' sister ? "PIv

Diaiia, regý,.trditîg hîinu closely.
Ves. l'lie eniel.y ai la)' ii lat. N'ou

cati imaginie 1 mad soiîne Curliosiît'."
~\r.Clifford wvould hiave amswered ilgis'

leading question natuîrahly cionigi, but thiat
the iglît, anost qîiizzical characzer of lus
ltile anuioys huer.

IShe feels curîosity t(,", says site, a1
litthe coldly.

Ahi ! But îlot su stromig as mîinîe. I ain
liere -hookisng for lier. But 'le-"

"Sie certaitily is nlot lookiig for yoti,"
says Mrs. Chifford, dropping graceftulhy into
thie sent behiinid lier.

«Doti'L be atiIgry %viili flic," satys Ker,
takiiîg a uiodest corner of tue loutîge. anud
lookiug nt lier with beseechiiuîg eves. Il I
wvould, believe me, be w~cil oui of ail tiis.''

Mou ilean ?P
Tht % vithi eradir)couirage, but

dtu niost perfect ai la ir to disarmi ;ny-
oue-"l it is detestable to ie lu st-ek niar-
niage wtI-"

11e lesîltates. iseesIhwe.rare
pucrýéctly frauik. I)iana hs tutîsciotib of
the fact tliat shie adinires Iiinîi. rhîere cen-
tailv is soiricthiig lîonest about hiii.

II u on, s.dV sc. "I kuîo1'.v. WXitii a
%'oiiail you do nult lu'.e.''

16Vitih a %wonî.tîî whuo dues iioý ho. e tie
TIhaî ak a -,s ïioger ca.se."P

I duni't kuîo.1v i''at. But,'' sa), L)iaui
aîîxmiuly, Il if -there N'S I10 love un1 t.iîler i'

---~r aîî otsier auî itini 1îcnsouî
Site breaks off anud Iooks% at hinui uîst

Vou are ieanrt.wliolee?' asks site.
ICer lagîs -lis hauz-huî.'n, ai ail events,

sousids lieart-wliohe anid v.erv e' uaî.
l'Iîere is îîotiîuig- -nuthliiig V' S) lie,

w.itii a1 hile muggestive iuuo'enuent uf lus
lian.I~l But y0lur stn-ti mol n io-
ptirt.11î."

Ilh1, nii Tu timan iN ah'u.a'. , the morie
i ilpart-ant. If hi- lv s'4 Veil ? ! f lic doc. ?"

lie seenîls ahways a little ailused, as if
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the wliole thing is of no real conscqueiicc-
treating it as a niere en/r'ac/e as it were.

IIt wvouldni't do," says Dialna. Il If you
liad ani affcction clsewhcire, and wcîre stili
bent on this îîa-riagc witi-iiy sister, you
would alw~ays revenge tic loss of your love
on lier."P

IThat soumis very tragical," says Ker.
Howve'r, tliere wvill be no rev'enge-be-

caluse tiiere is no 'prior attaýclîniient.' That's
the riglit nanie for it, isni't it*?''

Ile pickis up the fan thit is Iyiîig on lier
kîîees anid opens it. Il Youir sister ks here
to-nliglit ?''

1 'Ye--es. Nor exactly hiere, but-sonie-
%viere." Site looks cagerly rounid, as if to
àce lI1ilary, and colors %varni!y. Il Of course,
youi wouild like to be introduced to lier. It
is only tiatural. B3ut-"'

<Well, I shiould,'' says tht, Young mnan
frankly. Il But if you think it better to wvait;
if it wouild annoy lier-"I

' Vou sec, youi caine so late, vind we shtal
bc going directly, and-"

If you wold ev'en point lier out 10 îîîe."P
1' shial, of course, wlieiî 1 sec lier," says

1)iana. Il But even if 1 doni't, Uiere is pletity
of lime before uis. H-av'e you an engage-
ment for to-miorrow, or wvill you cornie and
lundci W;1l1 us*"

Deiette,"says Ker. 1 don't khîink

I1-.%e -ou told lier aniyîinlg about titis
extraordîinary m ill ?" asks INrs. Cliflerd anx-
îot'sly.

lie shakes hiis hierd.
11I have tiot spoken of iL to anyone.

\Vliy should 1I ? 1 expect it will corne t0 no-
îhng iiat your sister wvill give mie nîy conge

MIou are i-opiiîg for thiat ?" says M rs.
Clill'orla sadly.

I ar-.n flot. I ani not, indeed. But tic
wvhcIe îliing ks Fo~ absurd, so impossible."

Il ̂ d Yet, regî-etfullv, Ilh kti suich a
great deal of inonley. It seeisapiyolt
it go."

.. It does !" Ile seenx3 mnade of frankness,
MNrs. Clifford tells hierself. Hc looks at lier.

Tlîat's why I 've conte lîcre."P
ITo sea," wvith a radlier offended glance,

if you wvotld like I-Iilairy ?"

ITlat's a liorrid wvay of putting it. To
sec if site wotild like mie. But nio% duit h
have scen you.Pl

Seen Ie ?1"

I feeI site wvill bc too godc for~ nie.'' 1-1e
pauses. Il Il slîe-liki: you ?''

At this miomnît it uccurs Io Diania duiit
lier new~ cousini seenis dislinctly inclinied 10
entir into a imild flirlatioti witli hier. This
anno4 s lier tic mure, iii tlîat it cleiiutc! lus
tter absenîce of earnestness about titis ;a-ffair

wsîl l-Iilary.
ITherc ii-cre ilever ti-o sisters so unzlikec,"P

says site coldly ; .. as youi will acknowiedge
wilien 1 ou s.e I-ilar . Aîîd ilo\w if vou know
îîollodi' hiere, canl't 1 iCei. vou a partiier ?
'Fi:u youing lady over, the Swviss pealzatit,
thoesn't seenil Io lie attaclied - P

At titis mionent, thie S\viss pensanti. under
viewv cones quickly uip to Alrs. Clifford's
side, aîîd drops lieavily on to tic scat beside
lieri.

"O01, MNrs. Clifford, 1 feel so f.iiit.-so
ilI," s it se, anid incheed the palhor of lier
lips and cliceks speak for the* truil of lier
assertion.

Diatia turîîs liturriccllh to Rer.
\Vill vru rul dowîistairs, anîd bring mic
a gas o wnir? At once !"

Iil a iliiiiieiit !" Iay) K er. lie gels
quickly Uiroughîl UIl puople whîo tlîrong tl?
doorway, anid su domnsi;îirs.

CHAPTER 111.

Tlia lilli o cwared ;c hase vourbrco
Ouit of appe.lr.tuce ?"

Now~ I-ihary liad golie dow'i thlese stairs
five mîinutes before witli lier pantner-a niag-
nlificetit cow-boy-to get an ice, aîîd is
standing linar the buffet cnjoying it, and
locking pret tier ilian uisual (whichî ks savling
a1 great deal) ini lier cap and gown, whe'lî site
feîs a totich o11 lier arin.

Looking rouid site secs unii.
IOur daace, 1 tliinik,'' says lie, takcing

advaîîtage of HIe fact tllat thie cow-boy is a
sîranger front the Barracks at Clonibree,
wvliereupon thîe cow'-boy bows Io 1-ihiry, anid
retires front tli scene.

Jiîîî regards lier mitli a reproaclifuil eye.
Stili -.rgiiîg on your wild career V" says

lie, Il wviîl Neniesis at lia,îd-and thîe swvord
of Daniocles about to faîl- aîd ail the rest
of it.''I

Il iat do you mentin, jiîîî?'
lie's coineP

'' our future Lord V" Pays Clifford, wvith
Ilie biggest L ou record.

Oh01, 1îo ! Not really 1"
My grood girl, l've beeîî stariîîg ai liirn

for thîe pasi. two minutes. H-e v.as îalkiîig
tu Diaia, and evidently cross-exaîiiiîîiig lier
about you. At least h hope it was tliat. To
nue it seenîed as if lie was cross-exainîîîi:ng
Diaîîa about lierself. l'Il have a cross-e>-
amniation of mv owîî witli lier inter on''"

Mlou \voli't tellI him l'In lîcre ?" says
H-ilary, iii a lotile of frigliteîîed eîîtreaty.

INot I. But Diazia wvill. Aiid after
ahI, 1-ilary, why sliouhldî't you get it over at
onîce? It isni't as if V'0u wereboulid to
niarry liiii."

II caln't. III" defiaîiîly, Il v oii't. 1'd
ratdier (lit, titanî sec liin. 1-'.

Clifford iakes a quick li, v'eillent. His
eyes are on the itairs ahove t iîuî.

I, expect ye ti'l1 have t0 die,'' says lie;
for hiere lie cornes! '

IOl, no0 !" says Hiha-ry.
lii fact Ker is ruîingiii downii e stairs at

thie top) of bis speed, 10 iîîd tant glass
of waîer for Ille faitiing Swvisspaai.
H-ifary lias larely tintie 1o stand back, frontî
jini, anîd giv'e linîi a glatîce Iliat warîîs liini
iliat etenial infaiîy w'ill braiid hinî if lie iiv
by oîîe wvord betrays lier,wlien Ker is iii tlîeir
aiidst.

Seeisig a siiiart-lookiîig niaid (even at
tlîis liuirried mîontîent lie niotices tlîat Il bcauty
lies vitliini lier eyes ") wii ail eîîpty ice
plate iii lier liauîd, thiat apparciîîlv u is jus.
taking away frontî soniîebody, lic rushes up
bo Iilary, zind says iii a breatliless toile

A g-lass of water, please."P
Hilary, lifter al sccouid's sliock, is equal io

the occasioti.
A g1ass of ivater, sir."
"" es. Aiîd ini a liuirry, niy good g*irl."
Vou shînîl have it, sir."

Site gues over Ioth Uic buffet, procures uIl
glaiss of wvaier ii question, anid briîîgs it
back, Io Ker.

IOh, thîaîks. A thuousand tliaiks," says
hc, in 1 liuurrccl ivay.

H-e scizes thie glass, squeezeç a florin into
H-ilary's lîand, and is goîle.

Hilary stands stiîl for a mîomnît, tien sub-
sides iiîto the clark rccess of a closed door-
way, lier brother iîî-law folhowing lier.

A îîicc beginiiiiiîg," says lie, wratlîfuilly.
liIon' do yOî thiink l oti are gomjg Io llcel
linîi aCter tits ?e"

lIe wvon'î eîîîet said 1-lary.
WVon't lic ? l)un't you thiîik soniebody


