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MR, JOLY ON THE TIMBER TRADE.
S18,—President Cleveland’s tecommendation,
in his message for the abolition of tho import
duty on Cauadian lumber, appears to moet with
a good deal of favor from the Caaadian lumber-
men. It would bonefit thown to a cortain ex.
tent, but not likely € the whole amouat of the
duty of two dollars per thovsand fect. On the
other side, if it loads to our allowing the Amer-
ican lumbermen to cut down our forests and
msnufacture the product thereof in their owa
country, the result will bo fatal tothe Canadian
lumberman as woll as to the country at large.

The Dominion would be much more benefited
by the imposition by our own Parliament of a
heavr duty on the export of logs to the United
States, than by the abolition of the import duty
on ou~sawn JumlLer into the Siates.

A heavy export duty on loga would provent
the cutting down of our forests by the American
lumbermen, ana it would secure work for our
people and keep them here, It appearslittle
short of madness, when we have got the raw
maturial horo and thousands of willing men to
work it, that we should send sway to our neigh-
bors both ths raw material and the men who
can work it here. It ia a euicidal policy, and it
would be difficult to ind a parallel for it in any
other country.

The fact is that our timber tradedoos not rost
on asound basis. If we could arrivo at a cor-
roct balance of that trade for tho last twenty-
five years, it would be sad to find out how little
we have received for the value of our timbe:
ahova our expenditure in manufacturing it. In
me.0 than one case I fear that we have actually
paid the purchasers on the other side to accept
our timber from us.

The restonsibility of thisstateof things must
rest, aboveall,with our Provincial governmenta.
They aro the adminietrators of our timber
1ands. Instead of treasuring them avd oponing
them only gradually to tho lumbermen, as tho
legitimate requirements of the timbor trade
demand, they forco thom, wholesale, on the
market and actually compel an extravagant
production, which can only have ane result .
glutting the matlet and ruining the lumber-
man,

How many roen are they not among us, who
understand sbsolutoly nothing of the lumber
trade, who had nover given evon ons thought to
it, and who, at & moment's notice, havo been
actually mapufactured into lumbermon by tho
action of Provincial Government?

I atatod that our timber trado did not rest on
» sound basis ; let mo quote no lcas an anthority
than] John Stowart Miil on thesudject. In
his frat volumo on tho Principles of Political

an accredited opinion that, taking the adven- !0[ the Dominion Government be called to the
turors ju the aggregate, thero is mcro monoy | matter, as 1t seriously affects an important in.

lost by tho trade-than gainod by it; in other
words, that the average rate of profit is less
than nothing.”

This was written long 2go, but it applics
now, more than ever, to our timber trade.

It is not often that Goverutnonts can inter-
fero, beneficially, with trade; but thoy canin
the present caso and it is full time that they
should do so.

H. G.Jorr.

Leclerville, P, Q., Jaauary, 18%6.

LUMBER DUTIES.

Tae Port Arthur Board of trada is not satis.
fied with the prescnt duty on lumber imported
from tho United States, and wish it re-arranged
80 that tho duty will not be #0 high per M. on
tho lower gradea. The Board of Trade, at a
recent meeting, ombodied their viows in the
following resolution :—

“That whereas 1t appears that provision is
made in paragraph 6 of chap. 16 of 42 Vie, for
a jreduction of tho duty on Ilumber imported
from tho United States, in caso it should appear
to tho satisfaction of the Governorin-C il
that lumber may be imported intothol .ted
States irom Canada at a leas rate of duty than
that impoaod on luraber coming from the States
to Canada under the provisions of the act refer.
red to.

s*And whoreas tho United Statea Govorn-
ment imposes & specific duty of $2.00 por 1,000
feot, board measure, upon pino Inmber not
planed or finlshed, without regard to its quality
or value, but that lumber ioported fmmn the
United States to Cauada is taxed 20 percent.
upon its value, thus admitting common lumber,
which compotes with our domestic products, at
» low rate, but putting n prohibitory tarif
upon the better quality of pine which is not
praduced here,

* And wheroas it appears that most of the
imports of lumber into Canada aro for cou-
sumption in Manitoba and the Northwest, acd
that 12 lagely of tho oxpensivequalities roquired
for the wanufacture of many staploe articles of
family and homo benefits for which tho domestic
lumnber is not suitablo,

“Aund whereas the effect of an ad valorem
duty on lumber 1s largely to increase tho cust of
the better goods not produced here, and prohibe
iting the import of euch lumber except in the
finished stato of sash, doors, ete., 8o that man.
ufacturers in this part of Canada, who are
dopendont on auch lumbor, are unable to, prose-
cuto this industry owing to tho bigh cost of the
raw material uuder our tariff, which is it

Economy, chap. 15, “of profits,” hy says:~ offect largely in.cxcess of that imposed by the

“The timber trade of Canadais one example
of an employment of capital, partsking so

mugh of the nature of & lottery as to rmske it

United States on lumber of corresponding valuo
going froiz Canads. )
13t is therefore resolved, that the attention

dustry, which would, if enabled to obtain its
raw matarial at reasonable cost, prove of grast
general benefit, and that the equahization of the
tanfl on lumber would have the effect dasired,
that it would tajure no Canadian industry but
would cause a considerable reduction in the cost
to the consumcr of staplo articles required in
the Northweat, which are now largely impourted
from the United States, and that the reduction
of revenue to the Government would be alight
in comparison with the general advantage to
the country.”

COHICAGO LUMBER MOVEMENT.

Glancing over tho last monthly statistical
sheet, 1ssued by tho Chicago Lumberman’s
Exchange, several prominent facts are present.
ed. Ono is that there was, on January Ist, but
2,782,376 feet of lumt :rin tho yards more than
there was at a corresponding date last year,
but thero is shown an-increase of 95,000,000
shingles,

It is interesting to noto the courss of trade
throughout the yoar, as indicated by the stocks
on haud at thoe beginning of each month, It is
pocubarly interesting to tho Lumberman's mar
kot reviewer, and should be to closv readers of
the paper, on account of tho remarkabls coin-
cidonce betweon the oachangoe figures and tho
movement of Jumbar as act forth in our roporta
from wock to woek. Tho monthly roports of
stock on hand, as returned by tho dealers to the
gecretary of tho exchange, are probably the
most relicblo figures concerning lwmber publish
ed 10 tho Northweat.

It has besn ropeatedly saserted that the trade
of this city lost a good start in the year's buai-
ness of 1885 by tho oxcsesivoly cold wosther
and heavy snow storms of January and Febru-
ary. The figures corroborate this assortion,
In January, 1854, 67,007,500 fect of lumber was
sold out of the yards, and 125,772,587 feet in
Fobruary, about 193,000,000 in both monthr,
In January last year tho sales and shipments in
both montha amounted to butlittle over 96,000,-
000, leas than ono.half of that during the car-
responding months iu 1845,  So at will bo scen,
that as compared to tho year previous, tke
trado on March tho first, 1835, was fully 100,-
000,000 feot of lumber Lehind, But in March
last yenr thero was a heavy outward mocement,
amounting to 142,371,333 feet, as compared to
127,022,991 in March, 1834, In April of Iast
year trado fell back as compared to April of
1834, tho diderenco being represented by 136,-
126,975 foet in 1885 to 166,329,243 in 1844.

Sa it will bo zcen that Jast year, up to May 1,
there had been three poor months for trade, and
ono good one—March,  On May 1at tho yards
oontaiued mearly 59,000,000 fcot more lumber
than thoy did at a corresponding dato in 1884,

Thoro waa another start made in May, sales
and shipments during that month amounting to
179,173,517 feet as compared to 178,170,870 in
{ May, 1884. Henco it will be scen that the
statement then mado that trade wae in excess
of that of the corrcsponding timo tho year be-
fore was correct, The trade of June was also a
little in oxcess of a like month a year before, ax
it likewiso was in July, But in August distri-
bution foll bohind that of the corresponding
month of 1884, In Soptember trade forged
ahead again, and beat the provious year's
record by nearly 90,000,000 foet, Trade in
Qctoboer of last yesr was also a little in excess
of that of the provious year. But in Novembee
thero was a serious drop-off, thore having been
sold and shipped in November, 1884, 208,700,000
foot, while lact yoar thero was but 170,102,695
disposed of. This difference in favor of 1884
was wholly owing to tho fact that there was a
southwestorn freight rate of only five cents »
hundred, while in November, 1885, there wa
none. Yet thoro waz twico as much lumbes
sold in Docember of last year as there was in &
corresponding month of 1884,

It 1 woll to cbaorve how the totals for the tyo
years look whon sized up together. In 1884,
sales and shipmonts amounted to 1,7589,081,939
feet, and in 1885, 1,711,443,112—only abou? 77,.
500,000 Joas in 1885 than in 1884, This falling
off last year was more than accounted for by
the losa of trado on account of the extrardin.
ary oold weather in January and February of
last year.

We havo thus thrashod over the old atraw, as
1t wero, to show how accurately the Zumberman
as it wont slong, bas indicated the state of
trade, and how utterly without reason is the
complaint that the diatribution of the past
year was groatly loss than it was in 1884, Asa
matter of fact distribution in March, May,
Juno,July, Soptomber and October and Decem-
ber was hesvier thau in the corresponding
months of 1834, though in Janusry, February,
Apnil, August and November it wax lighter,
Tho differenco in tha colume of trade as
compared with the corresponding montha of
the two years was moro owing to weather and
freight rato causcs than anything elve, conditions

hat might be reversed in other years, There
8 uothing in tho oxhibit of the year's business
that cortainly points o a docay of tho Chicago
lumber trade. Prosperous times, or favorable
circumatauces affocting freight rates and ocom-
petition may swell tho white pinc business of
tlng city in somo year to como beyond what has

as yot boon witnocssod,—Northwestern Zumber-
man. .

IcicLEs aro such a scarcity at Beaumoat,
Toxas, that during tho last cold anap s lamge
one, that hung on the Texss Tram & Lumber

company thought of having it photographed,

Company’s water tank, was o admired that {he_




