6 RICH 1N FAITH . OR, PATTY OFICE'S <ToRY.

words of affiction to her child.  And to me, oh, my dear, it
will Le sweet indeed, £y be endowed with natnral gifts and
gracen, like others,  Dwarfed, and ugly, as I havo always
heen, 1 have scemed rhut out of the pale of communion and
intercourse with my kind, to a very large extent.  And it is
acrosy to carry, 1 can assure yjou. But 1 have reached to
tever ty-five yearsof age, and 1 can now look forward shortly,
to gy that bright and bappy place, where 1 stall be
sniayad in glorious beauty, not my own, I shan’t he a dwarf
1 hicaven, wy dear. My desf and dumb mother will have all
her renses, without one drawhack. Soam I not right, when 1
say that heaven s a p'ace full of 21l compensations ?

*ell, not very leng after my mother died T broke my
lep. This is how is was, my dear,” and here, the sleepy
white at roused up, and commenced purring, as if the quite
uncerstoud all her nstress was going to say.  *¢ Yes, my cat
kuows allabout it.  And she rubs herself against my lame
leg, and tallis to me in cat-fashion just for all the world as
tensible as a Chrwstian, 1 was going down the street one
Chuistmas mormng ou my way to church, and travelling as
bust 1 could in the decp snow, when romebody walking behind
ne swd, ‘Geod morning ! A merry Christmas te you, Patty.’
I'tuined round to answer and suddenly 1 fell, with my leg
twited underme. 1 tried to move but the pain made me
fant, and the passers-by teok mo to my home somehow,— 1
der’s remanber how—for I knew nothing more about it, until
the ductor cumo to set the leg.  Dut tho Jimb was not set
thalfully, or I was too old for the bones to unite well. At
any 1ate they did nut unite for along time and I was a prisoner
upon my bed for weeks and months fiom that time  For the
tirst six wecks the patish made me an allowance of two
shillmgs and a loaf weekly, besides a small payment to a
utightour to waituponme.” But at six weeks” end the reliev-
ing oflicer sent me a message thas the p-rish authoritics
could nut centinue to pay the neighbour for waitit g upon me.
I was at wy wits’end. ~ With no one to wait upon me and
I lying helplees m bed, you may fancy wy feclings, my dear.
Tiue, 1 stall had the weekly altowance ot two shillnigs and
a luaf, but that was as histleas 1 conld possibly subsist upon.
Fo I laid my care betore tire Lord, 1 told him how poor and
afilicted L was, but 1 necd not have done that for He knew it
all, and 1 begied Him to raise up son.e means or some friend,
should help we in my disticsses, Then, suddenly 1t was lad
upon my mind that 1 should request a peor neighbour to come
in for & fow moments morning and_evening and supply my
wauts, while I engagcd to pay her sixpence per week for her
kind offices.  Where the weekly sixpence was to come frem 1
knew not, but 1 bad 1aith in my Lord that it would be
suj plicd somehow, as surely as Elijak’s wants were supplied
by the ravens.  And o it wos,  Week by week, some kind
fiiend would call to ece me and leave sixpence, juet so much
a3 1 winted and no more. - And who shall dare tay that the
Lord didu’t put jv inte their hearts, in sncwer to my prayer,
to give me the sixpences as I necded thew.,

everal weeks passed by in this way, but one week the
sixpence was not forthcommg.  Somehow, my frnends did not
coie, or if they came they did not think abous moucey, so my
helper bad to go uspaid,  The next wedk it was the same,
and | tegan to tret and worry as 1 eould net bear to recoive
the poor woman's help for nothing.  dhe had a fawily, and
the was poor like myseli, s0 thut every minute of her time
was vajuable.  So 1 could see no way but to do without her
help avd manage as bust [ could.  Liut kowr?  Ah ! my dear,
that wis the question. T was as be'pless as I could be j and
sy conscience troubled me oxeveingly in relation to the
shilling which I owed the yoor wouan,

“Well, I Jay awale all wne night praying to the Lord
about it.  And § begge! lim, 1f He saw tit, to keep me on
that bed of helplessiess and pain, to send me a shilling by
sullie means or osher, 1 praved till morning light, and I felt
surs 1t would come  Tne day wue away until afternoon,
wien two Jadies came tosce e, Une was a pretby constant
visitor, the other wus a stranger.  They asked me how 1 was,
andif I'needed anything?  11old them how I felt, but I said
uothing abuut my trouble, because I couldn’t bear begging ;
bestdes, I bad been layig it before the Lord, and that was
enough,  Bug presently the stiange lady said :

¢« Tell me, Patty, do ycu wout amything in particular ¥

¢ Well, ma’am, 1 hardly I to say  I'm much as usual,
and I b’a\'e my regnlar paish allowance. [ can't bear
beggi: g.

22 l‘gut is there not something ol whick youstand v ery muoh

inneed ¥ 1 skould Lle to lnow, I havena particuinr reasy,
for asking this,”

COWell, ma'am,” 1 sand, ‘1 do need a shilling very hadly,
I've been telhing the Lurd all abeutis; and He knows how
mnch I needat,”

¢ With that, I told theladies of my circumstances, and the
epecial need for which 1 roquired thie slulling,  The ttrange
lady said :

O Now 1 know Lthat Gnd hag sent e Lo you.  Ieould not
tleep in the wght, and it was laid upon my mird very
strengly, ttat L ehoult gmive semebady a shillin s to-day, 1
have been vigiting three or fonr other people thiy afttrooon,
but T have not felt prompred to give anything until I camg
here.  As tonn as T cmered your room, however, | felt &
powerful influence promptirg me to give the #hilling to yon,
Now I know who has sent ne here, There is the shilling,
God has made me to be the bearer of the anewer to your
prayer.’

*The lady gave me the slulling my dear, and T received it,
with many, many heait felt thanks. 1 felt that God gif
ake notice of me, and supply all my need.  Well, 1 paid the
woman to whom I owed the shilling ; and then 1 began te
consider what courze 1 skoold take next. 1 had lain in my bed
for months my dear, becsure the hones of the leg wouldy't
unite; no, they wouldn’c unite. So 1 bethonght me thay
since doctors, and bandagcy, and all the rest of it had failed
to get them to umite, 1 would just try the prayer of faith. So
next morning I got vut of ny bed and rat on the side, longing
to stand, yct dieading to tiy. And I said, *Now Loig,
Thou hast said that whatseever we shall agk of Thee in prayer,
believing ; we shell teceive. Indecd, Thou hast said that if wo
thall ask anything in Thy vune, we shall have it.  And now,
O Lotd, Theu kpowest that I am a pror, lone creature,
beholden to oiher tolks’ kindness, and that I have no meaus to
pay for that kirdness, But Lord, Thou canst make my leg
finn and well in ene mimute.  Now do it, Lord, or I'll never
trust Thee again!  Now, Lord, just now, I take Thee at Thy
word,  Make my log firm ard strong. Pl try to stand upon
it now, in the sticngth which Thou givest to me,”

*Well, my dear, I did stand upon it. I stood up, and lo!
I found thet I could 1est my weipht upon it.  And 1 have no
more donbt about the Lord’sactually imparting te me strength
than 1 have of your smtting thero ot this moment.  Of course,
my leg wasn't streng ; but 1 could get abont with crutches,
and jrom that day 1 have alweys helped myself.  But the
doctor didn’s set it quite straight 1o the first place, and eo it
has always teen a hittle crooked ; but I've managed to keep
about ever since with the aid of my crutches, and troubled
nobody. I kuow Ym a dwarf, and net good-lovking, and
pour, and odd with my crutelies, but what then, my dear?
1 shall get to glovy with the best of them all, and then Fll
be arrayed in gloi:cus beanty nut my own, and know nothing
of crutches, poverty, dumbmess, or want,  Oh, yes ! heaven
is full of compensatrms. 1 shall find it so, I know.”

Patty Quick is siilt syom carth, but if she knew how
many troubled hearts +he chears fiom time to time, with her
lowly, fervent fuith, she weuld seel doubly thankful for the
lot which God has given to her. And I expeet that poor
Patty will hold no_urdistinguished place among the erowd of
happy spirits which surround the throme. She is ** only
watting ” till the moinayg breaks, and *“the shadows fleo
away.” Then si-¢ wiil receive her portion in that life which
is to her so swrpassingly beautiful, because iv is ““go full of
compensation.”  Leor in this werla’s gouds, but rich in faith,
Patty Quick will shine with glorious beauty as a ransomed
jewel in the crown of the Redecmer.,

“ As much bhave I of worldly good
As c'er my Master had |
I dict on as dainty food,
1 am as richly clad.
Theugh pliin my garb, though seant my board,
At Mary’s Son, and Nature’s Lord.”
*¢\Wko suffer with their Master here,
Shall svon before His faze appear,
And by His side sit down.
To patient fiith the prize is sure,
And all who t0 the end endure
The cross, skall wear th2 erown.

The crown of maw’s wachicod 13 some insight, or authority,
or knowledge that puts lnm above the erdmary plane of cvery-
day things ; Lc must take hold somewhore, spreitually, upon
the things ot Uod,



