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THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.
From the Eeelemastical and Mizsiopary Record

Not in Canada enly, but generally threnghout Christendam, the eom-
plaint is heard, that o few are offering themeelves as eandulates fur the
sty Phe dummstion af stadenta 1o ope of the datk mane of cur
thines  Oa this sule af the Atlanti, e have not to deplape o much
(he actual falling off, a8 that the nuinbers bear so muail a propeottion to
the progress of tho pupulation. In halfa diszen of the American Theo-
{ugieal Neminarics, the numbers were, 0 1852, 267 1n 1953, they wero
950, Atthe Genman Umvermitics, Hallo for example, thore has been
a great deeline.

Theea remarks arc intended to apply to Protestant Clurchies exclu-
sivoly. [Popish pricsts ate a0 supernbundant that we wonder what they
have to do, and how they aro sustained,

T'aking it for geanted, that generally, in the evangelical churches,
the candidates for tho mimstry are dinumshing, let us endeavout to sug-
goat A remaily.

Wa belicve that the Church has not yet began to do her duty, in Inok-
fng out for suitable ymmfr, men for the office of the winistry.  "The first
aspirations to the sacred offico have onginated in the minds of many
ministors at & very early age. In the family circlo where * tho minia-
ter” s spoken of with rexpeet, and among tho familics who estcem him
very highly for his wark's sake, it would bo surprising if well trained
Bnya did not indicate ® predifection fur the office.  But wo know of
nothing morte likely to causo a generous youth to tutn frqm ft with aver-
sion, than the very reprehienublo—becauso sinful practice of dwelling
upon the weaknesses and farlings of ministers, and speaking of them
distespectlully. ‘This evil practico—evil in any citcumstance—becoimnes
much moro hurtfel when jndulged in beforo these whoso youth and in-
experieneo prevent them from judging correctly fur themeelves, A pious
gentleman, who has the superintendence of a Snbb.nxh School, convers-
fng on the office of the mintstry, and the few candidates offering for It,
aaid, that he intended to bring the matter proninently boforo his achool,
and to direet the attention of the youny to the important subject Much,
wea are persuaded, might by done in thisway. It is wrong tv supposc th:}t
tho fitst thought of tho munistty should nlways originate with tho eandi.
dato. Perhaps they ato tho least qualified to judge in the matter.—
‘Tho modest, humble, tut gifted youth, secks retirement, whilq tho less
qualified, but solf-confident asmrant, rushes into the office. ‘L'ho intel-
ligent Sabbath school teacher ts more hikely to form o correct oatimato
of & boy’s gifts, than cven his fond patent. But while we would by no
means hold out indueements -indiscriminatoly, wo would direct the stu-
dies of the young far more generally to those subjects which are indis.
pensable-to the minster-—in short, urge parents to give to their ehil-
dren & gaod christian cdueation, Up to the period when a young man
enters the Divinity Hall, he has only beon acquiting tho knowledgo ne-
cessary to his entering upon tho sccular professions.

1In tho domestic circlo and the Sabbath school, potent influcnces may
ho brought to bear; but the Church generaliy, in lier ministers, offico-
bearors, and members, should Lo carnest in secking out suitable youths as
candidates for the ministey. Lt thom search for the men, and the right
sort of men, ‘Tho quality is of more consequento than the number.—
« Look out for tho most pious, the most intelligent, m‘xd tho most ar-
dent of our young men—-not forgetting, at tho same time, 10 ascertain
their physical qualifications of voico and cnergy. It is not studious
youths only who will do for tlus work—mere book-worms, who \}'tll
dovour knowledge, and make o return ; but such as will unite a thirst
for knowledge, with an intenso desiro to employ every acquisition fur
paving souls.  Wo mmust be inquisiuve after such ; and if they aro youths
in the moro respectable elasses of socicly—young men who havg knowa
something of good suciety, and have acquired glm manuers and haoits of
gentlemen, and have had something to do with business, and have age
quired such a proper degeeo of self-contidence us shall give them weiglt
and influcnco of character, all the better  Low men, with coarse, vulgar
manncrs, may, by the power of great talents, rise above their origin, and
be of great value, us diamonds uncut and unpohshcd,. yet how much
more would the value of these spiritual diamonds be increased by the
Iapidary’s arnt.”

in most of our congregations, youths who would euter upon

T'hero aro, " €L J
the proper studies for the minisiry if they had tho means, and thero aro
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a family, a honsehold.  Noris thero augthing adventitious to his position
to take away Irom the abjectness of poverty.  His ccclosiastical aystem
18 nut of a naturo to impart any sort of dignity to such a comdition.—
He eannot appeal to lis church as the aduptied of thrones and ptinces as
great an s Iuztonieal assowviatiny, and as rich in its relations 1o aue
thomty, ant, and splendour.  Povarty in him s mimply what it is every-
whete se—of heromes only the more tepulsive, as tending to sccu-
lanzo and vulganze a sacred function. "The eort of cats nud dopend-
anco winh it generates sovins to reduce tho offieo ho sustaing to a
fevel with the wurldly and the common. Inlis caso you do not see povs
erty efevated by religion, you rather eco religion degraded by poverty.

* What tho expenges of a family mean is no secret ; and if tho soves
ral wtos of necossary expondituro in the-¢asoe of the large class of min-
isters adveried to wore taken fauly into view, and contrasted with the
means placed at their dieposal, we suspect that many an incontiderate
religionist would bo constrained to adingt that, of all his arrears of debt;
the debt due from him to lus unnister is the groatost. A few men of
ominnt alulity, in Iarge citice, may bo without reasonable ground for
complaint in this respeet; but we are now epoaking of the average of
the class, and of tho many whoso inconio lies oven much below the
average line, and of those wo do not hesitnto to spesk as sufforcrs to an
extent highty dishonourablo—we will not say to the liberal focling, but
to tho sense of honosty in wany of our chatches. It is In vain to esy,
the men themeelves, 11 not a fow instaucos, nro of & humblo grado as to
ongin and ability, and not entitled to high renumeration.  We zeply,
that to proceed us you ate now duing, is tho surcet possibls course to
perpotuate the supply of mon of thig grade, with fow that rise above it.
_lf'you would possoss sumothing better, you must study botter to deserve
1>

“ Theto 1s a clnss of men who, to cover their own sclfishness, tell
you, 1 a somewhat angry tuhe, that they do not want men who serve
God for * filthy lucro’~—=who becomo ministers for tho sake of < the loaves
aud fishes! Truly we, nono of us, want such wen; but it je one thing
to requiro that men should not bring a solfish and sordid temper to
tho smstry, and snother to requiro that, for tho honour of being allowed
to do us service, they should bo content to become miartyrs to poventy
all their days.  Ability has its remarkable value, and if our young
men of ability sco that the walks of professional life or of an honest
teatlic hold out to them the promiso of a valuablo return, whils the pros-
pect beforo them e dissentiog ministers is little elso than « hard fight
with ty and dey , it should not surprisc us to see the
world often turn tho zcale against the church—indeed, =0 often asto
leave tho church only a scanty supply of ability to chooso from.”

«*I'lio demand that the persons sustaining this offico should be men
of solid acquirement and mental power, has been rising evory year, as
w natural effeet of progress in the general intelligence ; but a roadiness
to couplo thisdemand of hagher ability with a pruvision to conncct amore
adequate remuncration with inisterial sorvice, this has not followed in
anything liko the same proportion, Whatistho resultt Precincly such
as uught bo oxpected~tho sons in _our wealthy families rarcly dovote
themselves to tho dutics of our ministry; and many beside, who might
otherwise have been most efficient men in that office, have given them-
solves to tho pursuits of scicnce or of liteeature, 10 tho profussions, or to
the enterprises of commercial lifo.”

Tho foregoing extracis are_from an article in tho British Quarterly

Retiew, on *“‘I'he Christian Ministry—how to amend jt” Having ox-
ceeded our limits, wa take lvave of this important subject for the pres.
ent, with the following additional excerpt from the same source :—
“ No mmstry will bo really cffectivo, whatover may be ¢ its intelli-
gence, which i3 not a ministry of a strong faith, true spirituality, and
deep carnestness’ W confees, however, that wo have been prompted,
ju great part,-to- the writing of this paper by a_fear lest, whilo the re-
sponsibilities of the pulpit are disscusscd, that those of the pew should
bo forgotten; for assuredly, whilo an earncat ministry sy conduce
to an carnest church, it is only as wo posscss both that we shall pos-
scss an carnest and powerful Cliristianity. Wo wish the evil to be look-
¢d at in its whole compass, and that the appliances brought tq jt may be
such as to cibrace it in its whole extent and complexity,”
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others who, though possessed of gifts, feel themselves at a_hop
distance fom it. Wero the Chureh alive to her duty in this imporiant
department of her work, provision would o mads in the one case, and
cucouragement and advico nfforded in the other. Her missionary cha.
racter is the lifo and glory of tho Church. Perhaps one of the most cf-
fectual ways in which our Chiurch could give an, impulse to tho mission-
ary cause, would bo by euch congregation striving to bring forward, at
least, ono atudent. It is gratifying to know that the plan is being tried,
and that we havo students now 1n Knox's College who have been brought
. forward and cncouraged, and are now asaisted by tho congregations to

which they belonged. . . .
While good men deplove the searcity of spiritual labourers, it is the
reproach of the Church that so many who have engaged in the servieo,
have met with cold neglect. Tn the wealthy cstablishments, priests” are

pampered—in unendowed Churches it is quito different. .
«The minister is generally found at the head of o family. He isnot
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one of a brotherhood for whom nearly everything is provided. He
stands comparatively alone. His responsibilities are.y . The
provision ho has to make relates not to himself morely, but-to 2 wife,
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