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moine grent thiing, but lie would not try Godl'.s easy uneneuiiibered
planl ; and so thero aue iliauy wl'ho rcfXù:se to believe the ±o.spei
iii ordcr to, hc savcd, thiey t1idukI thtt shin)y tu beliuve i11 j1esus is
too casy a way to get pence wvitii GUd ; alid a wve1l guui
hiope of' heaven. Sueli aul Uas way of' bueig sta cd is fuoli>iîîîess
uuto thin: and thiey --o away, wvith thecir proud lhuarts ulusub-
dued.

The important trutli broughlt bef'ore oui' uind in the wliole
history of Naaînan the ici ý,r is simuply this, : GuoI's illethod of cur-
ing citlier the body or thie seul is thte be>t ; and thouah1 the huinanl
mens to be eniployed. are siiilelt, eas,,y, and in tliuiinsiuvv uittuely
inadequate to cikect the eud, yet we îîeed not expeect the besn
uniess the conditions are complied iwithi.

It is quite evident froîn the sacred hlistory that, Naanai was a
ianl of rank, and hionour, and influence. île was eaptuili of the

hiost of the king of' Syria ; lie had dloue iniucli inIibis day to cstab-
lisli the tiîrone of Ilis sovereign, and was exalted in station to the
vcry Iig-lest position in the kin-doin. Thiough lie wns a hectthen
by birtlî, by educatioin, and aundlwîsîpe by prattice, the God
of Israel liad given linui vietory ôver Israîel. Ail iLs honour and
glory, hiowcver,' were bcgiiuning to fatde away fromx itu, for tiuis
miglît ian of valour was slowly but surely being conquered by
a loathisoine disease. lIo was afflietudivithlî eprosy. -' Tbis dread-
fui diseaseawhiclu prevails iii Egypt aùld Syria is sýcaVcely -ýeicQp-
tible in its commnencemnent ; tiiere appearing o11y a few i eddisi
spots on the skzin wii are not atteîîded with pain or vay~ othier
syxîîptom, but whiehi cauinot bc îeioved. It iniereases bapercep-
tibly, and continues for sonie ycars to be more and moure nanifest.
Thie spots becoine larger-, spreading over the sini, tilt at iengtlî
tluey cover the wiolc body witlu a leprdus seurf. The discase
affects at the saine timie the inmrrow and the bories ; s;o inuelu so
tlîat the fai'thest joints in the systei gradually lu-se tlîeir puweî's,
and the mienbers fail togethier in sucli a muarner as to g ive the
body a nutilated and drcadl'ul appearance. Iii its finlua stages,
the whiole mass of the patient's fleslu and bloo&l ,eciiS to turn to
corruption, and lic inay ho said alinost, literaiiy to fail tu pices.
Thîis disease, tiîougiî very unfrequent in Europe, indeed ahinost
extinet, nînde its appearance about the year 17î30 iii the wvestern
continent, and spread its ravages iii the sugar iblind:s of the
West Indies, partieularly Guadeloupe "

*Sce Professor Bush on the Book of Levitieus. Ch. 13, 2.


