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however, was to accuse Mr. Foster of tad
conduct as one of the_‘‘Nest of Traitors'’
in 1896

This brought on the reully interssting if
not important part of the discussion. For
the first time since the famous conspiracy
of [January,1896, two of the principals
publicly referred to it. Mr. Haggart
warwly defended Mr. Foster's action on
that occasion. He said that ’the explana-
tion of that concerted actien of seven
members of the cabinet had never been
given. That is quite true, but what pur-
ported to be an explanation was made to
the two Houses at the time, and it merely
shows what sham explanations ‘are made
officially to parliament. He added the sig-
nificant remark that ‘it “likely will be
shortly’’. It's about time seeing that the
incident is nearly ten years old. Sir Mac-
kenzie Bowell, he went on, had difficulty
in carrying ou government. He referred
in this connection to the . Manitoba school
difficulty, As! a matter of fact that was
the sole difficulty.

In July 1895 wheu parliament was in
session three Quebec ministers resigned in
order to force the “government®to agree to
hold another session and introduce legisla
tion to supplement the terms of the Reme-
dial Order which the cabinet had been
foolish enough, on the udyice f Sir Hib
bert Tupper, to adopt. The rest of the
government capitulated, the three minis-
ters came back, and Mr. Foster re:d to the
House the official statement, under which
he and every other of the seven ‘*Nest of
Traitors 50 called, were equally bound
in good faith to pass a remedial bill at the

session of 1806, That [ session was « pened

on Junuary 2, 1806 by the Speech from the
Throne which solemnly promised a reme
dial bill as part of the sessional program

we. Parliament was then adjonrned fox
feur or five days, It subsequently
pired that the majority of the cabinet were
suffering from stage fright. They had just
agreed to put the promise inte the mouth
of His Excellency, and now they resolved,
rather than carry ont that pledge, to extin
guieh the political life of ™ the Prime Min:
ister under whom they were serving. The
revolt—Mr. Foster objeets to it being call-

trans

od a conspiraey—was brought to a head in
the room of Mi. Foster one famous Satur-
day aftern.on, and after six o'clock »
Iossenger was sent to the room of the
Prime Minister npstaire in the same
building carryiig seven envelopes each of
which, contained a notification that the
ministers had 'resigned. Sir Mackenzie
was as mad as & batter and he called in
his secretary and declsred that he would
accept those resignations forthwith and re-
form his cabinet. His replies were actual-
ly written and sent to the home of each
resigning minister before . Sir Mackenize
would consent to'go home to dinner.

Sir  Charles Tupper, .High Commis-
sioner for Canada in London was then ac-
tually on his way home from England. He
had cabled to Sir Mackenzie that he was
coming in connection with the Fast Atlan-
tic service, and so, to give regularity to an
official leaving his doties the premier fear-
fully Jcabled that he might come. Mr,
Haggart said _Le could not say how Sir
Charles came to come out at this critical
juncture. His idea was that he came at
the request ~of Sir Mackenzio Bowell.
Well, we have indicated how that was
technically true. It was clear that he was
coming permission or no’ permission, and
our facts were obtained from the premier’s
own lips at the time.

* It was well known,”’ added Mr, Hag-
gart, ‘‘that the Conservative party wasdy-
ing for want of a leader at Ottawa and 1t
was by the consent of Sir Mackenzie Bow-
ell, as well as the rest of ug, that Sir Char-
les Tupper was called on to form a govern-
ment.”’ These statements are very interest-
ing, but does Mr. Huaggart think it a pro-
per thing to connect as one incident events

that happened early in Janoary and the
“‘eonsent”’ of two weeks afterwards? A
man may “‘consent’’ to give up his purse
if the alternativy is a bullet throngh his

heart ch immediatoly
by Sir Macken
zie Bowell a week before he *‘consented’’
to recommend Sir Charles l'apper. He
had a seat on the Hoor of the House of
Commons on one of the days when Mr
Foster was'‘explaining’’ to the House what
Mr. Haggart told (hs‘lluum ‘n l"lhh_iy h_i‘il.

I'he expression wh

became famons was used




