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in a good pouter. The long-muffed oncs invariably
strut about in an awkward and stutabling manner,
carrying their bod{ in too lwrizental a” position,
hiting high their legs, crossing their wings, and
appearing as though they were stepping through
water and were desirous of passing through unspotted.
‘This is onc of the reasons why the heavily muffed
birds do not find the favor their brethren ®ith doway
clothed legs £o often and so reasonably Iay claim to,
Varicties.

Pouters for exhibition are divided into five varictics,
viz. : blue, yullow, white, red, and black. Iig. 2
our engraving represents a cukbird of the flest-pamal
Lind. “There are also mealy ormixed colurad puuters
which are the resnlt of croszes with the uther Kinds,—
probably in somo cascs the amalgamation of thewhale,
and consequently they arc not of & very attractive
color, but are nevertheless very useful Lirds, as they
are generally large, and of a vigorous constitution,
and are oftentimes introduced with good cffect

as mates for birds of weaker stock, but of fine
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Heather, for the sake of regencrating them, and
k:i:pmg up the size and stamina of those of more
wvalue.
Almost all pouter breeders,
agreed that length of humb isthe most wmportant
roperty, and is measured from the joint nearegt the
-body to the end of the nail of the centre toe. The
length should be 73} inches, and the outline of which
should be neatly but not entirely hidden with smooth
feathers, extending to the ends of the toes. The
;ﬁ;ith of feather.is measured from tho tip of the
to the extremity of the centre feathers of the
tail, the bird heing stretched outat full length. Good
cock birds should measure 20 1nches ; the hen birds
of course arc smaller. The back must be straight,
high-backed or hump-backed birds, are very ugly,
and generally have also flabby crops, which they are
incapable of fnlli inflating, but which hang loosely
down, much to their disfigurement. The crop when
distended, should be of asglobularashape as possible.
It certainly should not be 80 enormous as t0 cxtend
over the shoulders of the bird, and involve part
of the body, nor should it force back the head
of the urd tall it is bent backwards down towards
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the tail. The crop should be of good size, neither
over blown or contracted. Thesize of the pouter
should he Iarge; but it may be remarked that,
although apparently of great size when seen at larye,
yet when taken in hand they will be found much
smaller than would be supposed, as ther almeut
large proportions are considerably enbaneed by the
quantity of wind, logs, and fuathers, of which ‘they
arcin a preatincacsure composed. Tho head of the
pouter should be neat, and not large or coarse, a3
too nften scen ; the forchead should be ligh and
promincot, andl somewhat suddenly receding down-
wards to the car; the beak is rather dove-shaped,
the wattle thereon swall and regular ; and the cye
without any flehy rubstance more than is observable
in the majority of pigeons. .

Tho color of a ponter is an important property.

Bluo pouters should be of a clear and bright culor, a
shade darker upon the head, neck and tail, than
clsewhero; the sides of tho wings, breast and badk,
should be blue, descending frem the neck, and

often the best in limb and foather, that the faneier
breedy, and although a3 shew birds, their color is
regarded ag nothine, they are invaluable s breeders,

Blue pied pouters should not be matehed with
bleek pred ag the tcauts grnemally wall be dark
birds ‘with chequered  wimwes and  black  bars,
which are neither cleamt per velunble, althongh in
sowe cases well marked birds of ather enlor are pro-
duced. Blues may be matched with rede, 1f no hetter
match offers, ead very gond enlured birds produced,
An excelleut cross 150 blue cock with a large long
limbed mealy hen, the produce will be aither blue or
jmealy,  Blue pried and whate are not desirable to
watch, as very white picd lards, or white splashed
or speckled mith other culors would most probably re-
sult. Black-pied may e matched with red-pied or
mealy with advantage ; but white should bo avorded.

i Red-picd may also he matehed with yellow-picd,
ywhen good yellow or red birds wil be produced ;
jred-pied and mealy may also be matched, but with.
some risk to the bright 1 1so much prized in the best
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The wing coverts (as in nearly

sides of the wings.
graving, these are called the rose,
and distinct are a
portant feature

of the crop or globe.” With regard to the reds,
low-pied, “and blacks, they should be marked

be red,

of color in different birds.

terminating in a distinet line from thigh to thigh.
all blue pigeons),
should be crossed with two black bars, there is alsoa
black band nearly at the edge of the tail ; on the
And near to the shoulder should
be a few white feathers, asrepresented in the en-
and when good
cat set off to a pouter. An im-

in the markings of a pouteris a
clear white and well-defined crescent upon the fronlt
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similar manner as blues ; they should be rich, bright,
and uniform in color, not dappled and uneven. Pure
white is a favorite color of many breeders, and few
birds can look more beautiful than a clean, long-
limbed graceful bird of this color, their eycs should
bo dark, whilo the eyes of the other varietics must
In addition to these, there are several off-
colors, thatarenot valued in themselves, althongh
the birds may be of the greatest worth as breeding
birds, The most common of these isthat known as
mealy, a kind of dull powdered red of different depths
‘These mealy birds are

colored birds. Yellow-pied may also.be initchéd
with mealy with advantage. It may be observed
that mealy birds when matched with ejther blue- ied{
black-pied, yellow-picd, or Eure-white, often produce
Young most perfectly marked or colored without a}
trace of mealiness ; and hence a goud mealy bird ig
always regarded by fanciers a3 valuable for reeding
stock. It isafact that mealy birds are often the
longest in limb and feather, the slenderest in girth,’
and the best in carriage of any in the stud. 4,3‘

In breeding for length of limb and feather, it
should not be forgotten that the influence of the hén
over form and size, is generally superior to that of
tho cock; thusa poor cock mated with asuperior
hen, will produce much better birds than a good cock
if matcheg with a short limbed hen; size and limb
take after the femalo parent ; color more usually,
follows the male. Thus a white cock with a long
limbed mealy hen, would be more likely to throw,

0od whito birds_than a mealy cock with a w.aite

en. In mating birds, it is always desirable that
any deficiency in one shall be counteracted in the!
other; thus 2 bird with heawily feathered le would,
be judicionsly mated with ong¢ deficient in this quals




