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THE KITCHEX GARDEN.

Solection of Site.

1t may not bo always possible to chooso such a
spot for the kitchen ganlen as would be most desir-
able. In villages and city suburbs ono may just take
what ho has got and mako tho best of that, and 1t is
astonishing, often, what wonderful results can b
achioved in tho faco of great hindrances. Yet he
who chooscs tho most favorable sito will always have
the advantage, other things Leing cqual, over his
1css fortunate ncighbor. It is desirable, generally,
iu our climate, to sclect a picce of ground that alopes
gently to tho south or south-west, and if possible
somewhat shicltered from the north and north-cast.
The ground shouid be most thoroughly drained, so
that there is never any water standing in tho soil
within threo fect of tho surface. This is esacntial to
success in all garden culturc; snd if no picce of
ground can bo found which is naturally of this char-
acter, it must bo made so by putting down under-
drains. It will bo all to no purpose that a delightful
sunny cxposuro is sclected if the soal be full of water.
The sun cannot warm such a soil, and the sceds that
1oay bo sowa wall cither rot or lic lung dormant ; and
when they do germinate their growth will be slow
aand sickly. If thero bo sny intention of growing
vegetables for market, such an exposure and such a
character of soil are of the very greatost importance.
The whole question of success or failuro turns upon
this point. Ho who can get Lis vegetables first into
market will command both tho best prices and the
best customers, and it will certainly not be the man
who has for his garden & wet, and therefore cold
picce of ground.

Choice of Solls.

Having sucscedod in obtaining a garlen sity with
a warm cxposuroand that is thoroughly drained, the
kiad of soil is not of so very great importance. Yet,
even in this, there is room for a considerable measure
of seloction. A very light sandy soil, though it be
1cose and porous and easily worked, 15 a very hungry
soil, and will nced a very heavy annual cxnenditure
for fortilizers, At tho opposit: estremo lics a vory
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Layinz out the Carden.

Having sclected tho sito and sccurod as far as pos-
siblo the desircd soil, the farden is to be laid out.
As most persons combine within tho same cnclosure,
both tho kitchen and fruit garden, there is of course
room for the display of considerablo tasts in the lay-
mg ' out of the ground, locating tho walks and arrang-
ing tho several beds.  Much in this matter must be
determined by the apecial conformation of the wholo
gardon plot, the character of tho surfaco and tho
direction of tho boundarics. DBut as in such
grounds the idea of utility and convenicnco is ever
prominent, it follows that all merely fanciful arrange.
ments are out of place. Tho usual and most conven.
ient form of such a garden is a square, oz a figure
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that nearly approaches a square. Around this &
walk is laid out Jcaving & border of variablo width,
but usually not exceeding six fect wide, between the
walk and tho outer boundary. The portion of tho
garden bounded by this walk is then laid out in
squares of convenicnt size by cutting walks through
it, running at right angles to cach other. ‘The
width of theso walks may be varied according
to the size of the ganden, but should bo wide cnough
to admit of convenient passing to aud fro with the
necessary ganden implements ; say from four to six
fect in width,

The amatcur will take pains to have these walks
kopt firm and amooth, and tho ground being already
thoroughly under-drained, Lo can readily do so by
throwing out a littlo of the surface soil, and filling in
with coarso gravel at tho bottom, finishing off with
finer gravel at the surface. If he can conveniently
put down a couplo of inches of fresh gas-houso Jimo
before he finishes off the surface with the finer gravel,
it will bo a long time before lic is troubled with weeds
in tho walks.

Pethaps it woull Lo expocting too much of
tmost of our farmers to nsk them to put gravel on
their garden walks; but if they could be induced to
tako the trouble to throw out a fow inches of tho
soil and fill up the apace with stone rubbish mingled
frecly with tho wasto from somo ncighboring lime
kiln, it would bo found in tho end a great help in
keeping the walks solid and free frvm woeeds.  Those
who cultivate market-gardens on an extcnsivo scale,
must lay out their grounds accordingly, and preparc

and where, whilo the ground docs mot quickly dry
out as tho scasont advances, the earth soom becomes
warn in spring and cncourages an eatly growth. In
such a spot, wcll sheltered from rough and chilling
winds, tho carlicst varicty of atrawberry should be
planted. It is of littlo moment whether the plants
aro set during the first days of Scptember or in the
month of April. Usually we havo found that moro
of tho plants live and thrive well if sct out in April,
than when planted at any other time. In small
gardens, tho plants may bo sct in rows cighteca
inchos apart, and one foot apart in tho row. When
planting is dono on a somewhat Jarger acale, it will
bo found to bo more convenicnt to place the rows
three feet opart.  In sclecting tho plants for sctting,
those of the previous scason’s growth aro to bo pre-
ferred, the young plants just nicely rooted om tho
runners, Somo stress has been haid Ly writers on
this subject on the particulzr plant of the runncr,
counting from tho parent plant ; but our cxpericuco
Las nol confirmed any such preference, and wo are
disposcd to considor it as moro fanciful that practical.
So long as the youny plant has healthy leaves and
roots, and an abundant supply of the latier, wo have
failed to detect any superiority arising from its
numctical distance on the sunuer from tho parent
plant.

Other beds may Lo planted with this fruit, accond.
ing to tho wants of the family, and the season of
strawberrics may be considerably prolonged if some
of the latest ripening sorts aro planted where they
will by shaded a8 much as possiblo from the sun
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12 will not 1 pcetaeary t strect paclittladdy of the
Loation, co! or Ly cut of ths frug ganlen, zo
what ka. beonziilea t‘x.... topics under tho head
of the Latclia grrlaan rpplios v ith equsl forco to the
garden devosed to fruts.  Indeed the frui garden is
ba anaccompaniment to the Litchen gorden, and is
usually cmbraced within tho came enclosure. Tho
s0ils in tho main that arc best adapted to the one are
well suited to tho other, and tho slight medifications
that may bo decmed desirablo for tho scveral fruits
will be noticed as cach is particularly treated.

Gtrawberries.
The fiest froit that claims attention under thiskaad
is the strawberry ; both becauso it is the most dcli-
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cately delicious of them all, and beeause it is thely

first in thescason togladden oureyes and gratify our
palates. And as it is always very desirablo to ripen
this fruit as carly as possible, there should bo at
least 2 small bed in ono of tho most sunny and most
sheltered spots of the garden, whero tho soil has
Leen well worked and well enriched to & good deptb,

PLAN O A EITCHEN GARDEN.

chaago color,
* with a covering
of newly cut
grass. Freh cut
grassis to bo preferred to any other material for
mulching bacauss it is £ros from ripenoed secds, and
tho fall drossing ia for tho samo reason to be taken
from th: lLeap that has been most thoroughly com-
posted,

Tha maarkct-gardencr, =5 well 28 tho cultivator for
woerely fzenily use, will find this liberal treatment of
his beda of strawberrics both in the way of winter
and summer covoring amplo to repay all his trouble.
Indced upon theso two things, and ono can scarcely
say whether tho ono be more important than tho
other, tho crop, and with it the Gmaneial results,
mainly depend. Tho culture beyond thiy is of tho
most simplo kind. Tho weeds must be keps down

and the soil kept open and friable if we the
lants togrow. ~ Yet after a time tho old plants will
to fail. “The wisc
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cner will have anf

roah bed with young vines which vﬂf eomt?gt:
bearing in timo to take the place of the old bed,
which should then be dugoverand cultivated for
somo years to other crops.

desir nrnhen strawberries, and g‘l. of the
n;ncal moreparticularly each, their
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