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Sheep Dushandry.

Cost of keeping different Breeds of Sheep,

A curnpesrozorat enquires what s the difference
n the cost of keeping the Leicester, and Cotswold,
Southdown and Merino sheep®  He alro wishes to
know whether the difference between the Jong and
sliort-wooled breeds will compensate for the loss of
mutton. These points are ably discussed in the
(Fenesce Furmer for May, and we cannot do better
than quote the remarks of our able contemporary.
Though somewhat lengthy. they will awply repay
perusal ;—

** As a general rule, where sheep of diderent bieeds
are pqunlly well bred, there can be little doubt, from
the experiments of Mr. Lawes, that sheep consume
food in proportion to their live weight. As, however,
this I3 o matter on which many experienced breeders
disagree. and as the question turns on this point, it
may be well briefly to allude to these experiments.
. " The breeds selected for the experiment were the
Sussex Down, the Hampshive Down, the Leicester, the
Cotswoh}. and half-bred wethers and half-bred ewes.

“The Fussex Down, which was brought to great per-
fxction by the labors of Ellman, is a very small sheep,
with short and very compact wool. This breed is
admirably adupted for upland and scanty pastures,
where larger breeds would starve. The mutton com-
mands a bhigher price in London than that of any
other breed.

*The Hampshire Down Is a larger and conrser
breed.

“The Leicester, brought to such perfection by Bake-
well, is when pure, larger than the Sussex” Down,
but not quite so lurge as the Hampshire Down. Con-
trury to the generally received opinion in this
country, it is really a small breed. It yields a large
quantity of long wool, and, in rich pastures, possesses
great aptitude to faiten. The Canadian Leicester,
though a very uscful sheep, is not the original Bake-
well Leicester  1le probably has a dash of Cotawold
blood in him. and is much larger than the genuine
Leicester.

*The Cotawold is one of the largest breeds of sheep.
The wool i3 very long and of good quality. The
mutton is of rather inferior quality, but the Cotawold
fattens so rapidly that it has not inappropriately
been termed * the poor man’s sheep.”

*The half-breeds used in these experiments were a
cross between a Leicester ram and a Sussex ewe.

“The sheep for these experiments were selected by

ood judges, from the best flocks in England. Mr.
awes 8ays : * Letters were written to breeders of
eminence (those being gencrally selected who had
obtained prizes for their sheep,) requesting them
to sclect fifty wether sheep, born the same year,
and representing fairly the breed required for the
experiment. No limit’ was set upon price. ‘The
sheep were sent about the month of September to
the farm, and they were kept upon ordinary food
until the middle of November. At this time the
sheep were about nine months old, having been
lambed about tho February preceding.”

““Atthe commencement of the experiment in Novem-
ber, the sheep being about nine months old, the fifty
Cotswolds weighed on an average, 1193-4 1bs; the
Hampshire Downs, 1131 21bs. ; the Leicester, 011bs.,
the half-bred wethers, 95 lbs., the half-bred ewes, 91
1bs. : and the Sussex Downs, 88 1bs. each.

**The experiments lasted from five to six months, the
shecp being weighed at the end of every four weeks.
The quantity of food consumed was accurately ascer-
tained.

* The following table shows the average amount of
food consumed weckly by each sheep:

~DOllcake.— —Hay,e—m ~—Tumipa—
Cotswold ... .... 8lbe 1 oz 6lbs 14 oz 131lbs 4 oz
Hampehiro,...... §ibs. 0 oz 71l O oz 108 1bs 10 oz
Lejoesters,....... 51be 13 oz 51L& 95oz 83 I 12 oz
Half-bred wethiers$ lbs. 14 oz 5 1bs 9Yor 82 Ibe 143 oz
Half bred ewes,...5 1be 9%0z. S1lby 4oz 781lbs O on
Sussox,. ....... 61lbg 3 oz SIus 14 oz T9Iks 1 oz

“The average rate of increase per head per week

COLEWOIAS, seee e easenorsaosonncncssscvasnsonannas 3 2402
g“tmpshlm g ;g: 12 oz

{3 N o 1X oz
Leloeeters, ... . .. 2 fbs. lxoz.
Half-bred wethe Jd1b 14 oz
Balf-brod eWeB ceereseeccirsaresscassssseoncnseas 1 133 oz

“By ascertaining how much water there was in the
«quantity of food consumed by the different breeds,
we are enabled to see exactly how much dry food was
caten. This was done. Then, by taking the weight
of the sheep at the commencement and at the end of
the experiment, we are enabled to determine their
mean weight. Thus, if a sheep weighed 100 1bs. at
the commencement of the experiment, and 150 1bs, at

'th\: conclusion, we should call its mean weight 125l

1bs.  Now, if this sheep cat three pounds of dry food
per day, we say that the amount of food consumed b
100 1bs. uf livo weight would be 2.4 Ibs, per day. (If
120 1bs. cats three pounds,, 100 lbs, will cat 2.4 1bs,)
Knowing the weighit of the shecp, ther, at the com-
mencement and at the end of the experiment, and
alxo the quantity of totai food consumed (and the ex-
act quantity of dry matter which it contained,) we
are ennbled to calculate how much 100 lbs. live
weight of the diffurent breeds consumed of dry food
per head per day.  The result was as follows :

COWOIM, e evrasnanrnosarnsnranrisssssnncssnscaness o218 1
HAMPMAITE, e oaviersvnersscsvrnccsesssntnses acssnvases 201 I
SUSSOT,eers nvevrsancissancosssssassssisnons-sorsssscsss0l LR
Leicester, 215 s
Half.hred welllePt ..o cveivcteoncsrontcciocsenraasacsos 202 b,
Half brod ewes, . oo veicvesersrecccsaieisncossctcssnscne 203 1bs,

*In commenting ot thesc figures,Mr.Lawes remarks @
* Although there is & general impression among agri-
culturixts that largze sbieep cat proportionally less than
small sheep, It i8 evident that equal teights of heep
conswune equal amounts of food.'

+If this is true and we think there can be no doabt
on the point, - the nmall Merino sheep will consume
much leas food than the South Down, and still more lesy
than the Leicester and Cotswold. In fact, a Spanish
Merino sheep will, on the average, weigh not more
than half as mmnch as the above breeds. and ¢onse-
quently we can keep two Merino sheep on the same
food a3 ix required for onc Leicester.

* Wethink it will be admitted that the Merino sheep,
in proportion {o size or live weight, will afford more
wool than the Cotswold, Leicester or South Down
and it would seemn clear, therefore, that so fur as the
production of wool is concerned, if fine Merino wool
sells for no more than coarse wool, the Merino is the
most protilable breed to keep.  But of course ft wiil
not do to leave the mutton out of the calculation.
There can be no doubt that Cotswold, Leicester or
South Down sheep will atford more mutton in a given
time than the Merino, and wethink it is cqually certain
that they will afford more mutton in proportion to the

food consumed. These breeds mature much carlier

than the Merino, and the mutton, as a get.eral rule, is
of better qualitg,and certainly commandsa high price.

« After all that can be said in regard to the relative
advantages of the differeat breeds of sheep, iouch will
depend on the taste and experience of the farmer—
as well as on the character of the soil and system of
agriculture adopted, and also on the relative price of
mutton and wool.

«If a farmer has a goal fluck of sheep of any of the
above breeds, it is not wise lightly to change the
breed. If you have 2 good flock of mutton sheep, do
not give them up. simply because wool happens to
bring a high price, and you may think that it will,
for the time being, he more profitable to keep sheep
principally for their wool, because b{ the time you
have effected the change the probability is that the
market will have changed alsv.”

Knocking Sheep in the
the Grub.

To the Editor of Tut. Canava Fanxrr.

Sin,— 1 noticed in your paper, No. &, some remarks
respecting the grub in the hends of sheep. Now I
will give my expetience with regard toit. In the
spring of 763, I lost six of my best ewes from the
grub in the head. [tried Scotch enuff by blowing it
in their heads, by patting it in a quill and blowing
it up their nostrils, but to no effect. Sume of my
neigbbours lost sheep the same year by the grub—
one of my neighbours had a sheep that he thought
would die, and to put it out of misery, as he thought,
he struck it several times on the head with a club
and left it for dead. The next morning when he
went to the sheep pen, to his astonisbment he found
that same sheep running about the pen. He told me
the circumstance, and I tried the same method on
some half dozen of my shecp with good success, not
losing any more. My plan is, as soou as I see that
the sheep refuse food or look stupid, to strike them
on the head with & hammer, or picce of wood some-
times, until their nosces bleed.” They immediately

begin to enort and out come the gruha.
B. M. CLARK.

Head to Expel

Erncsftown, May 12, 1864.

Norx vy En. C. F.—The above seems to us a very
severa if not cruel wode of treatment, and gnite as
likely to kill as to cure. As, however, our corres-
pondent gives his name in full, we publish the receipt
on his responsibility.

‘Washing Sheep—Merino Sheep, &o.

To the Fditor of Tux Caxapva FARMER ¢

sm,— R.G. T. gives directions for nashing aand
feeding shieep for exhibition. Can any one tell the great
benefit which sheep derive from washing, and in
what way does it enhance the value of the animal?
It appears to me closely connected with the practico
of half shearing in Janunry and February, only cal.
culated to please the eye and decelve incompetent
judges

The practice of high feeding of breeding animals
cannot gc too strongly denounccd and should be dis-
countenanced at exhibitions, and Iam glad to sce the
Board of Agriculture has made a move in the rigit
direction in placing a wholesome check en the impo-
sition practiced in shearing.

In the 15th of April No. I notice two articles on the
profita of sheep 3 thefirat on Leicester and the second
on Merinos. After twelve vears® experience with the
Merinos I am satis@icd to continue them, feeling con
fident that if they are not the most profitable they
are cqual to any other breed.

My flock has'varied from 30 to 45. I have always
fed hay with a moderate supply of turnips ; I never
feed grain. Theyicld of ficece has been quite uniform,
never below five and a half pounds, nor to exceed
six. I have obtained from 40 to 60 cents porlb.
Last year (1863) the average weight of fleece was 5;
pounds. My wool rold at 63 cents per pound, $3 62
per flecce. T. R.

Barton, County of Wentworth.

To Make Ewes own their Lambs.

To the Blitor of Tk Canapa Fanrser.

Sir,—In your last No. I noticed a queation, How to
make ewes take to their lambs when the ewes refused
them ! The best way, in my opinion, is to drive two
stakes n the floor of the sheep-pen, and fusten them
at the top so that the ewe cannot pull them apart ;
then put the ewe's hend through between them so
that she cannot run from the lamb. She will take up
with the lamb in a few days at most. Give her plenty
of food and water, and be careful to have her go
arranged that other 11mbs cannot come near her. 1

have made ewes take with otber lambs that were not
BALSAM.

their own.
May 11, 1864,

Another Cure for Grub in the Head,

To the Editor of Tuk Caxans FAnueRr:

Sm.—In 1861 my whole flock was discased with
grub in the head, so bad that they refused food, and
some could not stand for days. I tried various reme
dies all to no purpose, and at last found the fo]lowing
a certain cure :—To one ounce vial of whiskey, ad
a teaspoonful of Scotch snuff, shake well, and pour
gome of the mixture in each nostril at least twice s
day. Not one sheep has died under this treatment in

this township that [ know of.
ALEXANDER GORING.

Tuwnship of Niagara, May 13th, 1864,

Guus tx Tur Hean—We learn from an exchange
that this disease has been making alarming havoc
among the sheep, in various parts of the United
States. In Rutland Co., Vermont, the loss from this
cause is said to have amounted to “scores and even
hundreds on single farms.” The Woodstock Standard,
gives the following remedy reco.umended as almost
infallible by a farmer who has used it repeatedly :

«Take yellow snuff, in the proportion of one table-
spoonful to & tea-cup full of water, and steep tills

ood stron;i liquor is produced. Injectatablespoon-
ui of this liquor into the sheep’s nose once a day as
long as necessary.”

The Boston Cullivalor says :

“We understand that in some parts of New Ham
shire sheep are dying in large numbers from what is
supposed to be ¢ the worm in the head,’ and we aro
desired to give some information in regard to a
rcmed{. If we were to give, in the bricfest space
possible, the best prescription within our knowlcdg y
it would be that given a few years kince by Dr. Dadd,
now of Chicago, who on being asked what was the
best remedy for the * grub in the head of sheep,” re
plicd, ‘ Grub in the belly.’? )




