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she begged me earnestly to lend her a Bible, and com-!
menced reading it with great interest. Soon the at-.!
tention of the other domestics was awakened, by the|
change which they observed in her; for, instead of
wasting her time in idle conversation, she retired fre-:
quently to her chamber to read the sacred word. At
first they mocked ber, but she replied, with calmness
and firmness, that she had a soul, and must attend to
its salvation; she thea spoke of the reading of the
Bible, and mentioned tbe impression it had made up-
on ber. Ikoow not what expressions she made use
of, but they were such, that almost a'l her compani-
ons expressed a strong desire to unite withus in our
morping service. [ was much pleased when Murian-
pe told me this, but at the same time I thought that
our father would disapprove of it. I asked his per-
mission, however, and, after a little reflection, be con-
sented. The first time, when Fsaw myself surround-
ed by so many, I felt a good desl embarrassed, snd
was even much troubled : for ] was called upon to
speak to these who had lived at a great distance
from God. I sought in the soriptures for-those pas-
sages, where the Lord speaks of the bardness of
the heart, and invites us to repemtance; it was
for my hearers that I read these words, but God|
caused me to see that they applied equally to me.—
They revealed me to mysrlf, and made me know
my sin and misery. I felt what  cannot be de-
soribed; thatthe whole heart is opposed to God un-
til it has been renewed by the Holy Spirit, and re-
couciled by the blood of our Divine Saviour. The
words of scripture which -speak of our corruption,
the constant rebellion of natural and unregenerated
nman, appeared o me perfectly just and true. Iun-
derstood theo, the admirable work of redemption.
K have felt, I trost, what it is to be reconciled to Gud.
A deep feeling of my weakness and frailty has con-
vinced me that of myself I ean do nothing; that my
works however-good eannot rescue me from condem-
nation ; that the doctrine of free salvation by Christ
¢an alone quiet the troubled eonscience allay the ter-
rors of the soul, and inspive us with a sincere and
true love for our God aad Creator.. This. God of
mercy has heard my ardent prayer; bis grace has
penetrated my heart'; I feel that Christ has become
my salvation; and my heart is full of happiness and

eace.

b That the, Lord has blessed our. worship and our
family, is daily visible. Our domegtics, formenly so
rude and quarrelsome, have became peaceble-and gui-
et, and, we hope, new creatures in Christ Jesus ;
and the aspect of our family is quite changed.

My father noticed the improvements, and one even-
ing, requested me to let bim. kugw whben k commen-
ced prayers the nexst. day. When all the family. were

tion. Affliction and sorrow came upon us,and we need-

our souls. I was much moved by the attentive and
thoughtful air of the children and domestics; hut es-
pecially by the calm and solemn expression which ap-
peared on the features of my father. I followed him
as he left the room : he saw what my feelings were,
and smiling, said, *“ My child your desires are grati-
fied, you see that I consent to your plan of family
worship; end I can increase your joy by telling you
that these moments are tbe happiest of my life. Per-
haps yonr sister has already infurmed you of the effect
of the family worship, which you have established;
but probably, she bas not told you of the deep im-
pression her examples has made upon those who know

her. Fulfilling her duties with still greater care, her
mildness-and goodness iucreased every day. She has
become a pattern to all of piety, patience, and humil-
ity. Surprised at her rapid improvement, I observed
her with more. atteation; I saw that one desire only
filled her beart ; that her supreme object was to do
geod ; that she daily became more cheerful, and more
kind and attentive to the wishes of others. The do-
mestics and inhabitants of the village, always spoke
of her with affection. I wished to see her in the per-
formance of family worship; and while she prayed
and read the boly scriptures, [ felt an unknown plea-
sure pervade my heart— this heart which had been
so long oppressed with sorvow. T'll then I had opposed
His will, who bad taken her from my side, whom I
loved. [ accused God: of injustice : I felt not how
full of compassion he i+, even when be afflicts us, 1
was profeasedly a chiistian, but did wot understand
the extent of the obligation which this name impesed
upen me. Filled with the idea of a sopbistical and
proud philosophy, 1 confined my views of christian-
ity to the narvow limits of my own unenlightened rea-
son. | trested with indifference or contempt, al! those
who huid stress on any particular belief, and consider-
ed the precepis of the Gospel only 38 a code of she
puress snd most complete morals. I trusted to my
own strength, thinking that the charms of virtue and
duty would keep me right. But this system I found
to be vain sand insufficient in the hour of affliction.
It did not afford me the consolation which 1 needed. A
hope of immortality connot soothe such suflerings,
if it is only the result of our own reason and medita-

nead the word and the promise of God :—we need
truth revealed upon his sutharity, to sustsin and
suppurt us, en all such oecasions. The words of
the evangelist to those who are -of a broken beart,
evince sush deep compassion, so much sympathy and

piety; and .after having felt their influence, the heart

cannct be satisfied with any other comsolation.  But
the Gnspel must be received in sll its truth, as God

assembled, I went to my father’s roow ; he was agi-
tated, and sa‘d that this day was the anpiverssry- of|
my mother’s deatb; that he. desired to unite in our
_ prayers,and to see me fulfil her dying request. He add-
ed that he boped I should make Bo.change in the exer-
eises on his account; but go oa just.as usual. I act-
ed accordingly, snd when the prayer was ﬁni'shed,
my father appesred much affected. and immediately
leit the chamber, When we met again,be said nothing
of the exercise, but merely wished that 1 weuld give
bim netice when we commenced to-morrow. Since
that time, he hus regularly attended.” )
When my si-ter veased spsaking, we both. united
in prayer and thanksgiving to our heavenly Father.
Tha follawing: day 1 assisted.is the exercise which
God haq blessed so much. When.we were all assem-
bled, and after some moments of silent and serious
meditation, my. sister arose, and we followed.her ex-
ample, she asked that God would be in the midst of
us, by bhis spirit, according to his promises; that he
would fix our attention amd touchour hearts, and bless
the reading of bis word, we took our p'aces, and my
sister read & chapler from the holy seriptures, to
which she added an explanstion of those phrases and
words whieh could not be essily understoed: she also
repeated other passages which rendered stidl more
Pain the portion which she read, and eoded wih

some simple and touching reflections, on the applica-}

tion we might make of the truths we had just heurd.
‘She then s lected some verses of a pssbm, which we
. a1t sung; and then kneeling down together in prayer,
we thanked God for st Lis benefits; we confessed

has given it to us; proclaiming the fall of man, his
corruption, snd misery ; the necessity of repentance
of aDivine atenement, and of regenerstion by the
HolySypirit, which alone can. etablish a constant com-
munication- between the infinite and perfect creator,
and feeble and sinful men. My son, God has dissi-
pated the darkness which obscired my understanding ;
he has opened my eyes, and 1 bave felt hi< pity.
May all who sre unhappy receive the same favour
whieh God bas grsnted unto me, in answer to your
prayers.” .

1 asked my father wh{ he did not himself serve God
by conducting the family worship, instead of leaving
it to my sister. Fle replied, ““ 1 was prevented by
a false shame; but, from this tigie L will overcome

cred as well as the sweetest of duties.” "

Ia short, my father eommenced, on that” day, .8
Tegular service; which God blessed: more amd more
to all those who were admitted to it. . His:example
was qnickly follewed > and in almost-every cottage in
the neighhourhood, faniily worship was establisled.
Many souls were eallad to the knowledge of swlvation,
They served the Liord with reyerence and gudly fear,
Pnjoyi{-g the blessings-of ‘this life; and Lawiog hbpe
ot the lifs to come.
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. OF THE SEASON..
. How can we doubt that imerutitude for past mer-
cies is one reason for pre<ent affliction P~ The Great

‘our sins, and asked bim to forgive them, and to sanc-
tifiy us by bis word, and to send joy and -peace to

Author may- cho_ose,‘th'rough bis -atmospherical agen-
cies, to disappoint-hy .occasional vicissitudes, the ex-

pectations of his iutelligent creatuores when they are
forgetting the primal cause and Giver of all that they
are enjoying.”’

When, in the Spring, danger has threatened frem

an unexpected quarter;—when in the language of
the Prophet Joel, ‘“ the seed is rotten under the clods,
and the corn is withered ;" —when through the scorch--
ing drought of summer the desire of the busbandman:
perisheth and hope faileth—¢¢ How do the beasts
groan ? The herds of cstile are perplexed because
they have no pasture, yea the flocks sre made desolate.”
Then will the people cry with a loud voice, then how
importunate will they be in their supplications for di~
vine aid ! And if the Lord shall mercifully inter-
pose and say as of old, * Fear not O ! Land ; be
glad and rejoice, for the Lord will do great things-
Be not afraid ye beasts of the field ; for the pastures
of the wilderness do spring.. Be glad then ye children:
of Zion and rejoice in the Lord your God : for he
hatlr given you the former rain moderstely, and ha
will cause to come down for you the rain, the former
and the latter rain.
wheat.” Oh! have you then cherished such sentis
ments of gratitude as the unexpected deliverance
has called for.
that in the autumn, you have been visited with the
blasting of the frost, that a part of the vegetable
kingdom is prematurely destroyed and some of the
bopes of the harvest have been disappointed.

And the floors shall be full of

If not, can it be & mstter of surprise

Have we received numberless and great blessings

at various times and fiom year to ycar, from the
hands of the Almighty, and instead of cullivatiog a
grateful disposition for them, and praising the Lord
for his goodness,—have not too many looked to
themselves and rested in their own stiength, and
congratuiated themselves on their own performances,
without feeling thst sense of gratitude which is due to
the Gracious Giver of all good things, —without being
sensible that it is He who openeth his haud and fill-
eth a'l things living with plenteousness, and that: with-
out bis blessing all haman efforts will be ineffectual—al
haman desires vain!! i
any voice of complaint to escape from our lips, wa
should be really thankful that the fruits of the ground, -
and provender for the cattle, are so much more abua- -
¢ |dant than a few weeks ago, our warmest imiagina- -
ed something more than humanto comfort us; weitions could have fancied would be the case. 'Or if
troubles have assailed from other quarters,'the case
is precisely the same. - They are doubtless sent for
wise purposes. Though there are, and ever will be,
checks put to fondest wishes and brightest hopes, yet -
who will venture to say; that:all sueh things are not
wisely ordered? Who shall - presume to deny that
the light afflictions which are sent upon us in tbis -
world, are designed to work for us a far- more ex--
ceeding and eternal weight of Glory in the kingdom
of Heaven? - .

Instead therefore of allowing

If in our country at large, in the society with:

which we mingle, or in our own families, every thing

were to tura out precisely according to our own views -
and wishes, we should not have the opportani'y of

encouraging the growth uf some of the most becom- -
ing graces which can adorn the christian character.
We thould not know how to practise tha duties. of

resignation*and submission to the divine will : and if
we are not gradually lexruing thivindispensable lesson, .
‘we shall”be lameutably deficient iu the ki owledge -
of how we ought (o conduct vurselves when the Al--
mighty visits us with sickress and sorrow, and when .

2 : A h 1 bri ‘down to . Al
it : to-morrow, I will perform- with you the most- sa.|- & shail bring us down to the Chnmb”s ofd‘eath‘
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16 a valuable work, published in 1333; in Edin--

burg, enjiﬂed ‘¢ History of France during the Frinch

Revolution, &c. by Archibald Alison, F. R. 8. E,,

Advocste,”—-a waik well deserving the attertion of -
the present age, but especially of those who aredis~ -
posed to fauvour revo'utionary principles—the follows -
ing passage occurs:—Mr. A, remarks:{bat-the church .
fell among the first victime of spoliation as baving:
the 1) ast powerto resist; andthat:the argume: ts which »
prevailed with the Nutions1 Assembly were thesame -
as those urged on siniil-r occasions by alt who endea- -
vour tn seize the propriety of pulilic bodirs.- *“ It wag
<aid,’’ he observes, ‘* that rcligion, if really true, .
would be able to maiutain itself; that the public wouid i
-upport thore who best dischirged iteduties; and thut
ino preference should:-be given todle profissoss oianyy



