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Ci.over.~—Docs tho sced of white-
clover, liko the seed of charlock~~wild

- mustard—lio in tho ;fround for ycars

withvut sprouting? if not, why does
a dressing of certain matters bring it

. up n abundance ?

Many years ago, in 1849, if our mo-
mory sorves us, & meadow near our
houso in England that had beon mown
yearly for season after season, guve
up growing tho clovers sltogether.
Thero was nothing but orehard-grass,

-8weet-scented meadow grass, with a

little perennial ryegrass and plenty
of ox-oyed daisics, but no crg:ping

———m - pey
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clover — trifolium medium, — white-
clover, or trefoil, i. e., yollow-clover.

Wo dressed thoe meadow with a
wixturo of limo and rond-scrapings,
and the following year, the meadow
was complotoly restored, the difforent
clovers having ovidently received tho
food that suited them. I'he following
oxtruct from the London ¢ Iield”
would scem to show that basicslag
hag the samo effect.

OLOVER WITHOUT SOWING SKENS,

Sir, —TI have veud, with great
interest, in your issue of April, the
lottor of your correspondent H. E. on
tho improvoment of pastures, and I
may say that 1 have had a good deal
of experionco, if not in improving pas-
tures, at least of trying to do so. In
some cases I have succeeded fuirly
well, but nceording to your correspon-
dent, a rough, poor arable field, left
unploughed for two yemrs, with all the
weeds known growing at random,
can, without lot or hindrance, without
grass or clover sceds being sown, after
a dressing of 6 cwt. of %asio slug to
tho acre, become u shoet of whito
clovor. A most desirable transforma-
tion scenol I can undemstand this

.| dressing improving tho grass; but not

to tho oxtent of making tho field n
clover fiold, nor have T over seen such
an oxamplo of a self:sown pasture,
though I have travelled far and wide.
1 should like to know whose basicslag
was employed to produce the clover,
as no seeds wore sown, and whether,
eithor in Sussex or any other county,
a similar result bas elsewhere been
obtained. If'so,I need hardly say I
shall be busy next weok dressing the
solf:sown fislds with basic slag. T shall
bo glad of any information from IL 13,
or, indeed, from any of your readers
on the subject.
Manrpen Pank.

A rrolric Bwe —M., J. Maxtone
Graham, sends un account of mavvel-
lous focundity in a owe, half-bred Lei-
cestor-Blackface On the 14th April
she lambed down 4 ram. and 2 ewe
lambs, five of which she is suckling,
apd tho sixth is being brought up
‘“ on the bottle,” as the farmor’s wife,
funeying it was rather cold after its
birth, took it in to the kirchen fire,
and the dam refused, vory wisely, to
have anything to do with it when
the lamb was returned to tho pen.
It scoms that plurality of births are
very rife in Britain this spring.

A CURIOBITY IN BREEDING. — Mr
Fowler, n well known shorthorn bree
dor, bouzht, at Botts' salo, » cow in-
calf to Grand Duke IV. Sheproduced
a bull-calf, Royal Dukeo. the worst
specimen of a shorthorn Mr. Fowler
over had on his place. His pedigreo
was 80 good, that in spito of his
mean looks ho was used a8 a sire, and
his son, Lord Fglinton and bis daugh-
ter Lady Eglinton, were among
the most noted winners of their duy !

CrOSS-BBRED SHORTHORNS AND JER-
sEYs.—Side by side, in M. Bouthiller's
cowhouse, at Bloury, St. Thérdsc,
stand two heifars.  'When wo visited
the herd, wo asked the owoor if
the larger one of the two was not a
haiftbred Jersey and shorthorn; tho
veply was in  the affirmative, of
course, for the doublo type was dis-
tinet. *“But how is her companion
bred?” asked M. Bouthillier; « well,”
wo replied, “sho looks like a large
Jorscy. 1f wo were to guess, wo
should say that there may have been
a cross somowhere of some kind, but
what cross wo cannot say.” The hoifer
turned out to bo by the samo Jersoy
bull as her companion, out of anothor

shorthorn cow ! Colour, black switeh,
an almost typical Jorsoy, she wus as
difforent in appeavanco from hor half-
gistor as a Devou is froma Wolsh cow,
Can any biologist account for this ¢

Lean MEaT~Small, fino bono and
thickness of lean meat rarely go toge-
ther. Those who are trying to supply
packers with & botler stamp of pig
than thoso that have been in uge here-
tofore, had bottor note this. Ifa good
carcaso of mixed lean and fat is
wanted ; and overy bacon curer is
crying cut for such now ; stout-boned
sows and boars should be bred from,
We woll remembor the disgust we
used to fecl whon owr sules’ note from
tho London mavkets used to comeo
back with the observation from the
salosman : Not enough lean moat.
The pigs sent—about 120 annually—
were high-bred Suffolks, with very
fino bone.

Suerp.—Every one who has visited
Eugland will remomber the mutton.
chops he ato there. Many & Mont-
realer has said to the writer, during
the last few years, * Aro we nevor to
cat a real mutton-chop here?™ The
reply of courso was: “ No, you will
novor taste such a thing in its perfec-
tion uuntil the furmers take to breeding
short.wools more extensively, and the
butchors learn that a mutton-chop is
not cut from the long bones of the
nock.” The best chop is from the
saddle, cut about 1} inch thick, right
across the two }oins that composo tho
saddle. It should be cut with a saw,
not with the knife.

MaNGELS FOR COws.—A  correspon-
dont of the Rural Now-Yorker wants
{o know if mangels arc injurious to
cows, us he has lost several and his
veterinary surgeon says their deaths
were caused by eating mangels! We
beg to assure the Editor of tho Rural
—he asks for information on the sub
ject—that if experienco teaches any-
thing, mangels are the most harmless
of foods for all kinds of stocl. Millions
of tons are given overy year by En-
glish farmers to their mileh cows, and
we never heard of any complaints
avising from their use. We ourselves
have had no little experience in cow-
feeding, and we nover found mungoels
anything but beneficial to our stock,
though our friend and farm-tutor, the
fate William Rigden, had an idea that
tho formation of a curious crystalline
substanco in the urethra of his show-
rams was due to the mangels thoy
received after the other roots were
done. L

Crovar-Hay.—\What is the good of
sowing 2 or 3 pounds of clover to the
acre, as I rogrot tosee too muny of
the competitors in the competition of
Agricultural Meril are in the habit
of doing. Seven pounds of red-clover
with ttmothy, and fourteon pounds
whan sown alone, aro about tho proper
quantities. And in making clover
hay, cat it when the majority of heads
aro in full bloom, but before there is
tho least sign of the blossom turning
brown. Above all, if the crop is heavy,
and shows signs of going down, cut it
at onco; tho leaf will bo smothered, if
tho clover is allowed to stand, and
dvop off,—the leaf is tho most valuable
pavt of this plant.

BarLey —At the last meeting of the
Council of Agriculture, Mr Androw
Dawes, of Lachino, “drew the atten-
tion of the Council to tho bad results
obtained from tho sowing he had
made of 2-rowed barley lately im-
ported from Europe” o 1862, we
were working the browery at Cham-
bly, and as wo did not much fancy the
g-rowed barloy the farmers in that

ncighbourhol)d wore in tho habit of
growing, wo imported from Hertford-
shire England, a lot of suporb Chova-
valior 2-rowed barley which we distri.
buted among our customers, gratis, to
persuade thom to grow it. The first
year's crop produced a miserable, thin,
hard sample, and mnn{ faramors ve-
fused to grow it again ; but thoso who
porsovered wore rewarded for thoeir
patience, ay the second year's orop
was vory fine, nnd tho thivd woighed
nearly as much as the original, i. o.
67 lbs, o bushel. Tho quality, as malt-
ing-barley was, a3 ave all 2-rowed
barloy grown here, inferior to the ori-
ginal,

Hunganian arass. — Whore the
socds of the provious yeur's sowing
fuil, Hungarian grass is a very fair
substitute, Sowing 30 Ibs, an acre,
in June, will, if tho land bo in decent
order, both us to manure and cultiva-
tion, bring a fair cat of hay in Au-

ust. Mow vory ourly, as this grass,
if the blossom is allowed to die, will
be as hard as a stick.

Tur Dairy-AssoctaTioN—Tho Ele-
vonth Report of the Dairymen’s Asso-
ciation, now soon to be published,
will be found very interesting reading.
‘The discussion on the various subjeots
trented by the lecturers arve worthy of
all consideration, particularly those
on ‘ Butter - packages ' and on
‘¥ronch-cheese.” During my visit
to St. Thérdse in April, I found that
the farmers of that district were
highly pleased with tho instraction
afforded them at the convention; and
a most intelligent forernan, or bailiff
as wo should call him in England,
told mo that he had noidea bhefore
that so much was to Ge learnt on the
subject of foeding cows and proparing
the milk-products,

Swing.—TFeeding young pigs in 2
clover field is go%d, butopgrﬁaps 1t
would bo better to cut the clover and
give it to the swine in a well litlered
yard. In spite of the large quantity
of nitrogenvus matter in clover, 1
would recommeond thata few pease be
added to it for tho young ones, as the
plant in its immature condition is
rather washy, and the pease would
tend to firm the flesh, and promdte
the growth of lean meat.

Carvons.—If any of our readers has
tricd the caponising of his young
cockerols, wo should be glad to -hear
from him on the subjest. If the job
were a difficult one, it could not bo so
commonly performed by the wives
and daughters of our Swrrey and
Sussex small farmers.

The Farm,

CLOVER-SICKNESS.

A wonth 1go, wo meontioned that a
well known ~correspondent of the
‘* Country Gentleman, ” My Terry,
sneored at tho idea that there was
any such thing as “ clover sickuess,”
treating it asa malady many peoplo
had heard of but no one had ever seen.

On February, 3rd 1887, a lettor ap-
peaved in the same paper, from Mr
A. P. Root, which established the fact
that in tho soils of tho United-States,
clovor-sickness prevailed wherever-
clover had been too long grown, or
had been too frequently ropeated. Mr
Root deseribed tho results just as thoy
occur elsowhere. Tirst, the benefit
which the wheat derives from tho
growing of clover; noxt, tho benefit
clover derives from land-plastor; and
finally, the inability to grow clover,



