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diteh banks would be a usoful addition, helping to get a soil
sooner.

Let the hillsides lio thus all winter, taking care that the
material is not wached away Ly the raine. I will then have
time to decompose, tuck, if muck is used, will get thoroughly
weathered, and by the cumbined action of lime and frost 2wl
bueutive fertiizad, and the barren place will be made produe-
tive. Any rubbigh, such as stalks, straw, brush, chips, and
the like, put upon such spots, serves to stop the washing, aud
by shuding, decomposition, &e., slowly cnriches the place.
But the first plan is specdier, and in the end oheaper, for
brush and the like, in the middle of a ficld, is apt to be in
the way of the plow in passing, and will necessitate turniog,

Woods mould is espeeially servicenble for mendiog the hill-
sides. It arrests the soil that is being washed off, and being
« good absorber, retains the furtilizing clements of the atmos-
plicre. A thick layer of this, put on a hillside now, though
the latter may be a hard clay, will cause it to bucume mellow
and pulverable, and capable, in a few months, of being plowed
acarly as well as tho rest of the field.  Try the cxperiment
and we now nicely it will work. Threo inohes depth will not
be too much to put on. It will rot and decomposc a good
deal before spring time. Rich ecarth from roadsides is very
buncficial to deepen the soil un these places. But there should
b much coarsc material to the prevent washing off of the
soil from above. . B. wW.J.

Surry County, Va.

Sawing Liquid Manwie,—Can you suggest some cheap
pian of saving the liquid munure from a barnyard ? It is
better to build a oistern under the manure at the side or
some distance from the yard ? My barnyard being on an
clevation, I can locate cistern in any position. MonBABIE
FaruM. Bridgepoit, Conn. [The cheapest way to save liquid
nanure from stables is by using plenty of absorbents, as fully
described on page 400 of our number for June 9, upper half
of second colomn, to which we refer you, The objeostion to
caving the liquid in a tank is there pointed out, and in a cli-
mate subject to several months of severe freczing weather, we
could not recommend the use of tanks for common farming.]

I need hardly says that I agreo with the opinion expressed
in the above extract from the Country Gentleman, though it
is in dircot opposition to the conclusions at which many
people have arrived on the same subject.

Sheep.—Mr. B, D. Curtis, of Kirby Homestead N. Y.,
ioa late letter to one of' the American agrioultural papers,
says that ‘the Downs arc especially caleulated for small
farms, and cven large omes where they may be subdivided
into small flocks. IMifty sheep in a flook, of the large breeds,
is the limit of numbers to have them do well; while a smaller
number to be in one drove or herd, is better. The highest
degree of success is attained with the large muttor sheep and
the Downs with the smallest flocks.”

Now, this is a strange statement to make, and a very short
tour in the Iinglish sheep-breediug counties would show its
absurdity. If Mr. Curtis means to say that, when in winter
quarters, sheep ought not to be erowded, I agree with him;
but as long as they are at. liberty in the open air, and have
frequent change of locality, the number in a flock is perfeotly
mmaterial.  Have not L scen on my own farms 250 ewes
with their 320 lawbs altogether from March till weaning
time. At Chryssal Grange, then farmed by Sam. Jonas, one
of the most successful farmers of the day, I saw, in 1853,
two thousand sheep at the same time in the same field, fecd-
ing off sceds,with mangels of the previous yoar thrown in,and
nothing could be doing better than this large flock. If small
flocks were necessary, how on carth could the store-farmers on

the Scottish hills manage theirs of six thousand and ocight
thousand ? Thoy would find, if they tried the cxperiment,
that the wages of shepherds would eat up the wholo of their
profit. (1) As to the peeuliarities of the {:n-gc mutton-sheop,”
I say uothing, as I knew nothing about them, but I conoeive
it to be impossible for our large farmers on the Cotswold
TLlis, on the Lincolnshire Wolds, or on the entensive pastures
of the Midland Countics, to subdivide their flocks into little
bands of fifty cach, No, what sheep, long-woolled or short-
woolled, require is what they do not get hero: plenty of
range, and frequent shifting of place.

Change of rams.—Dr. Curtis asks, in another place,
« Have we always got to go to Eogland for our best sheep 2
To which I reply, that when the farmers of the United States
begin shieep-farming in carnest as au organic portion of their
systematic oulture, they will find out that a flock of ehceop
must be treated in Auucrio us it would be treated in England,
At present sheep are kept on a farm in the States if wool is
high in price, and when it is cheap, the sheep are discarded,
and after a turn of the market, others are bought 10, Thus,
the farmer always sclls in a cheap market and buys in a
dear one,—I have remarked this failing on the part of the
Vermont people three distinot times in the last fifteon years;
—one conscquence of the constant change of steck is that
the sheep are never allowed to remain long enough on the
same farm to become, as ours are, attached to the soil ; there
isno attompt on the part of the farmer to aim at breediag a
gertain style of animal adapted to s Jand, and to work up o
it, and, on that account any ram that comes handy is cm-
ployed ; as a rule, there are no shephords in America, and
without a shepherd born and brought up in a sheepfold, ono
who knows, personally, every sheep and lamb, their history
and genealogy, in the flock, no success in sheep-breeding can
be hoped for. The Amecricans have suceecded well with their
Merinoces : let them hestow the same care on the Dowas and
other mutton-sheep, and they will soon be able to dispense
with ¢ going to England for their best sheep.”

The Best Breeds of Sheep.
KEEPING DOWNS AND MERINOES SEPARATE.

Eps. Country GENTLEMAN—In discussing the subject of
sheep hushandry there must necessarily e o wide vange. Gur
wants are so diversified, and the ext. _mes of climate so great,
and all the ocircumstances connected with the rearing and
marketing so varied,that there must be a great deal of ground
to cover, with many special features to be noticed. While
Merinoes are unquestionably the sheep for the million, the
Downs are especially caloulated for small farms, or even large
oncs where they may be sub-divided into small flocks.  Fifty
sheep in a Sock, of the large breeds, is the limit in numbers
to have them do well; while a smaller number, to be in one
drove or herd, is better. The highest degree of smocoess is
attained with the large mutton sheep and the Downs, with
the smallest flocks. The Merinoes, with an inuate tenacity
for cxistence, will crop after each other, regardless of the
shortness of the bite or the amount of taint on the grass; but
at the same time they do better in smaller flocks and with
frequent changes of range, T used to keep all of my sheep
in one large ficld, coarse and fine ewes together, the whole
season of pasturing ; but last year 1 became satisfied it was a
serious mistake, I knew that the coarse and fine would not
do so well together, but I did not suppose the odds were so
great against the mutton breeds. 1t is so. The Merinoes do
1t wind it, but it is very hurtfal to the Dowa or the coarse-

(1) Of course, the * hirsel ” is divided in lots of 600 or 800 shaep,
A.R.J. P



