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‘of ‘plain’ ‘and: ordmary a.ll her_i life Aunt

Miriam' has

he eool’ hall.

mmd and ‘was fully capable’ of caarrymg out

~ lings, generous lo the poor, ‘liberal and ready

' Miriam in the back room, said MI.s Prime ‘to
_:-,herself ‘But when' she spoke, she- -said :

; Np
- long'; and whl‘e she was carefully. trlxmmng
*. the cuff, she said:"

" hard life, Mrs. Laurance,’

:‘So. sha has, poor soul! And T do suppose

. - the last four.yecars hdve begn the very worst-
. part of it, for she lad just given herself up,

-body. and soul, to taking care of-a hehpless
old man—her step—falher he -wag, -and none
‘too agreeable in his best days; . and what he

wasz- them-last months, I guess nobody can’

realize but her. Two years ago Jobn and: I
- .sake! " I thought I ehould. go wild ta hear’
~him fret and find fault and ordér her amund
and' here " she’s endured it till this spring.
"He's been clean oft his mind, though, of late,
so T.do suppose ‘one could make more allow-
“ance for him.

-the dressmaker
of that name must -be 'Somecne Vvery-calm
~and’ stntely, and:yet very gentle ‘and lovely.

“hear her ‘talk.

we reckon on her visit a good deal, for: ehe
- " ain’t-bhad a chance before in years, and then
“we lived up in the Berkshires, so s«he S n;ever
o ‘beenbothlspla.cea‘ta.ll’

‘Do’ you know, Mrs. Murance, if I was in
your place, I should, nge Aunt Miriam' the
front room?’ K
‘I . want to’ know! ‘Why would you"’ .
."The speaker rested her hands on the bowl
- of Taisins, while ‘she waited for the answer.
Did :little Miss “Prime dare to criticise the
way in which she ordered her hom.ehold af-

- fairs? . - ~
“Well, you know I went up there l.hia morn-
ing to’ lav out your new dress skirt on the.
i bed, and I couldn’t help staying a minute or
T~ - two to look around,’
dainty, lovely room, more so than the parior,
1 think. I would love to sleep there =~ - .
The face of the proud housekeepex softened

ot these words of ‘praise.

" “Yes, it’s a-lovely room; Tl own it ‘
‘I noticed everything,” went on Miss Prime,
“‘from. wall-paper to' pin-cushion; and the

counterpane and ' shams a.nd curta,ms are,.

pure as the snow.

‘Yes, I-did have e\cellen,t luek’ doing thetm :
- o’clock—you ses, I am .used to rising early—

up, and the room hasn’t been used- since;
though .1.do go in. and stand, as you say

~day.. ..
R ’ ‘A_nd bhat grea:t easy chair by the wmdmv,
¢ - - all covered -with white ‘cretomne and wild

‘10ses twining all over it—that chair a/ctuxa.lly»

held -out its arms amd begged me to sit in
its lap, .and look out at Uhe Sound and Its
. ©° ° 'white sails.” -
- ‘Both women lnu.ghed a little at the, quamt
.+ - oonceait, and  Miss Prime owmed: ‘I did ac-
*- cept fts.invitation just a-breath.’

‘Why,- bless you, child! take your sewmg{ -
and go right up and sit there an hour, if it’s

any- pleasure"

. ‘Net in work hours. I shouid. ju.st idie a.nd
_look ‘at the street.and the Soimnd; but if I

was going to make a visit,: same as thet lady

is coming here, and I should be given a. room
. like that, with a warm welcome, I think I

'should be full of gratitude and delight; and

would know' what rest.means,’ .. -
: ‘Aunt Miriam is wclco-mo to anythmg —_

- '”a.nd ‘they'ré used.to th.in s stylish, ‘and Law-’
T think I willigive Aunt Mirlam the morth - yro us gs sty

‘ o1 guess she'll ‘fe€l’ more 2o’ “home.

‘hore;” shes been, used 'to: haying things gort -

“Miss’ Prime; ‘the: little dress—ma.ke'r,- looked‘
up at’ thespea.ker ‘who sat seeding raisins in.".
: ‘She 1coked as’if. she would ..
like'ta sy, somelthing if she quite dared, but"
“Miss - Prime was.-a- difident  little creature, =
-,a,nd ‘Mrs. Lmuramce was ‘a la.rge ‘confident
sort:of . person ‘who. always - knew her own'’

spoke,

“Let ‘me ‘measure this. sleeve cnce. mc»re,“‘
“There, -T.thought -it" was, a 'little

‘I think you told me this .-
“lady you. expect -had always bad a sort of -

were there -for a day or two, ‘and mercey’s -

* ‘I think eriam is such a sweet na.me sand N
“It seems as if the owner.

- ‘She-is; she.is really like that;.-It setms’
- {0 Test.one some. way just o see her and to:
_John thinks.& sight of. her; -
- he says she'is so much )ike bis mother. Yes '

“ting like old amd congenia.l friends.

‘Tt is such a sweet, -

you. did, and 1ook: about pretty nea.r every

‘beauties and wonders'

‘time,’ said’ just Mrs. Laurance.

yer ‘Nelson* is coming for-a.night when. that’
land snit- comes off a.nd mebbe he'll bmng

" gee. T didnt, know ‘ot them’ hen T
‘and 1" ‘was’ thmkmv there w'a.sn’t
much view: from-the back toom.”

be gure, Aunt.Miriam: ‘has had “such’ things:

.to look-at all:her life.” To get a gli.mpse of v .~

. water "will ‘be a treat “to “-her—that ig7s0. . -

. .That little rise of ground over_ there is just

ap . enough to. hide the- view of the Sound; from "

i‘her . own’ plans” and helpmg other ~peopls
’a.bout theIrs, .and'then, she was such a good.

woman, Just to'a h'IIt’-pemny in-all Her: deal-. -

this-lower: floor. I'm- alwla,ys sorry for that,-

. Well, on;the whole,"I guess I'll: put my-frst:

company - mbo rthe best room, _Miss ane

: < thanks to you.’
Ldnall chureh’ ma,tters, so good in: every way; .
cand: yet—if only 'she ‘would ‘not “‘put. Aunt -

‘I'm-so glad; anly I don t wa.nt you to feel

as-if I was Interfel'mg I dotn't meddle ]n ~friends ubour[; ‘the" ‘Messenger.‘
. general.’”

-*Now, dont you worry I’m not g'oing to

lay it up-against you'because you're better -

at. heart than I am.. You énter right-into
the needs and. feelings of other people, while

all the time I'm thmkmg of’ how thmgs are o
3N : = Wel]svrue Ka.nsas. :
T never
,_though of setting up to bo-as good’ a.s you .
are, for 1 couldn’t be!’ and the little dress-

going to concern me.’
‘Oh,  Mrs. Laurance, don’t !

maker. colored .’ rme red a.nd looked quabe

- Qistressed;

“There, there! we won't qu.arrel over. our=
selves;. and don't you hurry to get that waist . -
dome to-day. T'll got you an’ early tea, and

" when John' goes 'to the depot.you can.ride -
-along home and-come to-morrow and finish

that. and  fix a.noth.er dress a ‘mt and ‘€8

-~ Aunt Miriam,.t00."

. ‘And then' the good hmemfe went out 'oo

'rthe kmtoh.en -and thIG ‘she was® beahn.g her

cake, she’ sand to-herself:. Sarah " Ann Lau-

‘- Tance, scmetimes you think youre quritc a
.good: woman; but you can’t fold 'a candle. to
that’ quiet little creature in there
" vain’and proud,:and’ etmvm.g after the praise’
~of’ fashionable ‘people that don’t "care two
. snaps for you; when.you ought to go’down
-on your knees to sérve such a-saint as Aunt’

You e

Miriam, and be glad to I know one thing .
Y’1l-do, though “When my’ obher company is. -
all gond, .and “Millie Pere has- a slack spell -

“of. work,- she ghall come ‘here for ‘a week’s

visit and have that front room; and take one.
real rest in'her life," poor soul!” To think.of
her living alone in two tiny rooms, folks all
dead, and not a dollar, I guess, but her own -
era.mtngs and -so sweet and cheerful, always
glvmg to the church, and’ ready to help any- .
body; - aad I've. hardly ever given. her.a
thought only when I wanted to have some

- sewing done. " Well, I've a deal to ma.ke up-
-to ‘her and some other« ! T .

- The next afternoon; Aunt Mma.m and Miss
Prime wero-sitting on the front’ porch chat-
Mrs. -
Laurance, on-her way out stopped to pick up
a bit of lint froin the -carpet,; and heard a
few words Whmh made ner hnger to hea.r
more.

‘Last Sunday I read the” “legmms Pro-
gress” thrcrug,h cmee. more; and ‘you may
think me’ fanciful, Misfs “Prime, but it seems .

- asif I myself had got over.a hard bit of the
road, and had coms to the Delectable Moun— :

tains, or the Border of Beulal. "I am sure”
that I slept last night. in the ch:a.mber called
Peace; and this morning" I ‘got: up at five

and I sat at the Wi.ndow for an hour, perhaps

and just feasted my eyes and soul: 3.

‘That’'s the very thing I thought you Would
do,’ said the httle dress-maker Wn:h shining.. -

. eyes.”

‘Yes you can’rt thjnk wha.t a charm thnt
blue, beautiful expanse of water has for one

‘who has lived inland for so many years. God |

has given us stch’ a beautiful world. ‘How
gla,d people ought to'be to travel and see its.
‘T am'so grateful to
my friends here, who give me their very best. -
Did you khow -we were going to the bcach

. this afternoon, Miss Prime, all of us?

‘I shall have .to ‘tell her the truth some

Aunt Mirlam—she is: worthy of ‘anybody’s .
best! ’—Emma A Lente, in 'Zion’s Herald’

Ink Spots.

To remove ink from ca.rpets when. ersth

_spillcd,_take cotton ba.ttxng a.nd soak up all

“with fresh and’ clcan cotton.:
.all disa.ppears, then “wash the ‘spotin- olea.n_.

- ‘No, only-some fields and- woods, a.nd to \

‘But’ dear

" John Rodpoth Dougall, of Montroal.

‘Thas been taken-up in this, way, Tub thie.spot’
‘Continue’. until .

“warm. water:and ‘a 1iitle soap; rinse in- ‘clear .
water ‘and; rub until nearly:: dry F - -

‘spots on marble, ‘wood or: paper,”ap .
moma. clear, Just wetting the spol: repeatedly L

LDTTER FROM‘A MOTHER D=
The followmg 1etter came recently to ~,the. TR
‘WItness ‘Office, - -"'There may -be" ma.ny, es- .. 2
pecially in the: Umxted ‘States; ‘who formerly” . .,
.took" the’ ‘Mwsetnxger, ‘who"do:not know:that .
-it'is’ continued, or wh.o do:not. - know’ of ita

' prosent enlargedform.”  We  hopd all - our

readers will | take paing to speak -to.” their - -

When you
. have read your papers, if you' will send them - .
occasxonally to friends who do not subseribe’ "~
-you . will not-only be. circula.‘ang ‘good ' litera- -
'ture; but may also be the means’ ‘of inducing ™
these -friends to ta.ke the ‘Messenger for
t.homselve.s.

Dear detor —_ Yeafr-s a.go "when I was a

Tittle girl I used to take a-children’s paper,
. entItled “The Northern Messenger,” published -

- at Montreal, ‘Quebec. I think it was publish- - - -
led by the same firm as the New York ‘Wit-
ness.”
I write to ﬁnd out it possible 1wheuher the
paper. is. still published.. I was very fond of
‘reading it 'when: I was a child,-and know of -
no other I would be as willing to putinto the.
hands of my own little boy's as. I would the
‘Northern Messenger.” :

I would be thankful for any inforrmationq
you could- nge me in’ regard to It Yours re-ﬂ
spectfully, c . . I

A MAGNIFICENT : BIBLE o
REE Uxbridge, Ont.
Edltor ‘Nort.hern Messenger’

Dear ‘Sir, = | ta.ke great- plea,sure m oxe
pressing. to’ ‘you ‘my ‘sincere thanks for the =
‘magnificent. bible sent’ me, as second: pnze in ..
your ‘Search Quéstion’’ comlpetmom It has
_exceeded my fondest expectations. Itis ome -
of the-best bibles I have ever seen, and all .~
who see it say the same. - Wishing future:

- success.to-the ‘Messenger,’ and all connected '
with It I rema.m yours sincerely, : '
.- [N , JAS B. GRAY.

Athelstan Feb 21 1898

(To the Edlt,or of the ‘Northern. Messenge . ):

" Dear Sir,~In the early part of January I
"sent 'you twenty subscribers to the ‘Northern -
Méssenger,” In due time I received the bible
you advertised, a,nd I am very much pleased
with -it. It is a great deal nicer than I
thought it would :be, Please accept many
thanks for it,’as I feel well repaid for any
trouble I had géetting the names. I go'to
Huntiiigdon ‘Academy, and have not.much
fime for writing, but I got the names I sent
during my hohday-s From _your young Ny

frlend
E - ALICE WILSON.

One yearly subscr!ption, 30c o

Three or more to dlﬁerernt addresses, 25c,
each, = . - -

Ten or more to one address, '20c each. -
- When addressed to Montresl City, Grost Britoin and
Poebnl TUnion countries, 5% poatage must bo ndded for oach
copy; United States and Canada froo of postage. Bpooint

' arrangements will bo mndo for dellvonug packnges of 10 or -

more in Mootresl. ‘Bubacribers residing in the ‘United Statos. -
_can remit by Post Offioe Money Ordor on Rouses Point; N.Y-
‘or BExpress Monoy Order payable in Montreal. o

Sample package supplled free on applica— _ -

ion.
JOHN DOUGALL & SON
: Publlshers, Montreal

‘ THE' NORJ.'IIL!L'Y MESSENGER' is pnnted and pnbl!shad '
. - ‘every week at tho 'Wntnom Building, at- the corner of.’

Craig snd Bt Peter streets In the oity of Montreal, by

showd be- nddromd 'John v
Dougau & Bon, ‘and "all-letiers to the. editor- shonld be?
udt‘roasod Ed!wr of the ! Nortborn Hosacn:or e

Yaivnl Santtam:




