
Why =8s Je-gus Chiist a .Poor Mau?

the following t-To show that "«a man's life consisteth not in the
things which hie possesseth," but what lie is in hiniseif ; to sug-
gest in an nunmistakable manner that a poor man is noti neces-
sarily a fool, and that dishonesty, meanness, and crime are not of
course connected %vith poverty; and to prove that a man need
not be rich ini order to be either happy or useful. But there are
two considerations of special importance, and wvhich the reader
will see for hiniself are quite enough to account for the life the
Saviour of inankind lived.

33irst, He 'would have Ris kingdoin triumph by no mere acci-
dent or secondary force. The truth must wiri its own way ; Îît
must be accepted for the wvorth of its own self. Those who be-
corne followers of Christ mnust not look for bribes or worldly
return, but be ready for the daily cross and the living sacrifire.
Hie knew in Ris day, as well as we know in ours, that there are
alivays plenty of people wvho are in haste to, echo the sentiments
of men in *high social places; and greater crovds stiil wha
are allurmd by the prospect of gain wvhicb following a rich leader
seems to give. But He knew better than wve do howv much of
uureality there is about all this, and how slight a hold the truth
has of a zuan, who is strongly infiuenced by any other considera-
tien than a love of the truth for its owni sake. Hie wvould have
had more followers if Hie had been ricb, but fewer disciples. The
ICingdom would more quickly have become universal, but it
would also more q.uickly have beconie corrupt. Indeed, ever since
the Church of Christ camne te be made up largely of prosperous
mien, the strongest temptations and the wvorst vices have lain along
this track of worldly glery ahd prestige; makzing, it important to
the point of imperativeness that we tell mnen now, as clearly and
forcibly as we can, that the Gospel must be received for its own.
sake, and that Christian discipleship is a v'ery different and far
better thing than a profession which is looked'upon as a guaran-
tee of respectability. Supposing Christ liad been wealthy, and
people had crowded about flhim on that account, Hie coula flot
have feit that Ris unworldly Ling dom had really been set up; as
it is, mankind may be longer in responding te Hum, but Ris
Lingdoni will more surely ultimately be set up ini its reality ana
power. Ohristianity is a success onlyso fat as it secures the in-
telligent convictions of men's jadgments and the true affections
of men's heaits, apart from. the question of wvhat, sociaily, is the


